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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-RILWAYS.

Water Haulage to Narrogin.

Mr. DONEY asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, What cost was incurred by the
Railway Department for haulage by it of
water from railway dams to the railway
centre of Narrogin during the year 1040?
2, What was the quantity of water so hattled
during that year? 3, What are the average
figures over the last five years in respect
of (a) cost and (b) quantity, as set out
in (1) and (2)?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS rec-
plied: 1, £1,100. 2, 1,400,000 gallons. 3,
(a) £800, (h) 1,100,000 gallons.

QUESTION-GROWERS CHARGE
ACT, REGULATIONS.

Mir. WATTS asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, Have regulations under para-
graph (b) of Section 7 of the Growers
Charge Act been prepared, and, if so, is it
proposed to gazette them at an early date
2, If it is not intended to gazette any such
regulations will the Minister give the House
the reasons for the failure to implement
the legislation in question?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, No. 2, The matter is under consideration.

QUESTION-DEFENCE, LIGHTERS
FOR TROOPSHIPS.

Mr. BERRY asked the Minister for the
North-West: 1, Is it a fact that certain
troopships are delayed in Fremantle for
several days because of lack of adequate

lighterage facilities? 2, How many lighters
are there at Fremantle? 3, How many are
needed for prompt and efficient handling Of
troopships, so that no delay may result?
4, Were the lighters already in service built
in Western Australia? 5, Are any new ones
now in course of construction?

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST replied: 1, No. 2, 3, 4, 5, in view of
the national emergency it is not desirable
that this information be disclosed.

QUESTION-PETROL IMPORTATION.

Mr. BERRY asked the Premier: 1, Is it
a fact that large cargo spaces are available
on Blue Funnel ships coming from the Far
East to Fremantle? 2, If so, would the
State Government make representations to
the Federal Government to amend the Navi-
gation Act during the period of petrol short-
age so that petrol in drum lots could he
transported in this available and unused
space? 3, Could empty drums be returned
on troopships or through mediums in addi-
tion to the Blue Funnel ships now trading
between Fremnantle and Singapore?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Space is avail-
able on Blue Funnel vessels to a varying ex-
tent, dependent upon the amount of cargo
tlw~t must he lifted from Singapore and Java
ports. On some voyages the vessels are fully
laden from those ports. Space available is
increased when the shipment of cattle frow*i
North-West ports ceases. 2, The Navigation
Act would not be applicable. The loadii.g
and carriage of petrol on those vessels from
Singapore would be controlled by Straits
Settlement regulations. 3, There would be
no objection to the return of empty driums
on other ship;, if and when space is avail-
able. It is impossible to give any definite
information on this matter which would be
subject to negotiation with the Shipping
Control Board on each occasion when drums
were to be shipped.

QUESTION-TROLLEY BUSES,
CLAREMONT SERVICE.

Mr, NORTH asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, What extra vehicles are required
to bring the Perth-Claremont trolley service
up to the normal standard of departmental
efficiency? 2, Arc any vehicles procurable,
and if so, what steps have been taken? 3, Is
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anything being done to obviate overcrowd-
ing of school children in the mornings?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Another six trolley buses are con-
sidered necessary. 2, Six trolley bus chassis
have been ordered from England for some
considerable time but the delivery is uncer-
tain. In addition, steps have been taken to
ascertain whether delivery of trolley bus
chassis can be made in America. 3, Yes. In
some eases school hours have been staggered
and the question generally is under consid-
eration with the Transport Board.

QUESTION-TAXATION, SENATOR
JOHNSTON.

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON asked the Pre-
ier:- 1, Did the State Treasury take any
official notice of the following, which ap-
peared in the "Daily News" newspaper of
the 27th February last:-

officials Visit M.P.'s Home.
(Commonwenith officers, acting under instruc-

tions fronm the Taxation Department, visited
the Adelai de-ter race home of Senator E. B.
JFolinston today. It !a understood that they
took possession of certain documents. During
tlie morning indications of unusual activity
were apparent at Senator Jontns home.
Whea a "Daily News" reporter called be
found several Commonwealth officers sitting
on a garden seat in the grounds. They gave
non-committal. replies when asked the object of
their visit. Inside the house was the Deputy
Commissioner of Taxation (Mr. Mfears). He,
too, would give no information. Later at his
office Mr. Mears was asked under what author-
ity the visit took place and who authorised it.
Mr. Mears declined to comment or to give any
information. He pointed out that he was com-
pelled by his oath of office not to reveal in-
formation of a confidential nature pertaining
to his duties and he adhered to that stand with
firmness.

Similarly no information was forthcoming
when a telephone call was put through to
Senator Johnston by a representative of this
paper. He professed ignorance of any visit by
authorities to his borne.

2, Did the visit referred to int the report
actually take place 1 3, Did the visit, if any,
have any connection with State revenue as
affected by the Senator's taxation liabilities?
4, if so, were investigations continued? 5,
If discontinued, was discontinuance due to
any payment being made to the Taxation
Department? 6, If so, could the sum be
made pu~blic? 7, Did the investigations dis-
close any breach of the taxation laws, and
if so, will action be takenI

The PREMIER replied: I have no official
knowledge of the matters raised by the hon.
member and I am informed by the State
Commissioner of Taxation, who is also the
Deputy Federal Commissioner of Taxation,
that he is prohibited from divulging or
communicating, except in the performance
of any duty as an officer; any information
respecting the taxation affairs of any per-
son. Section 9 of the State Income Tax
Assessment Act imposes the prohibition
upon the Commissioner for State Income
Tax purposes and Section 16 of the Com-
monwealth Income Tax Assessment Act
contains a similar prohibition for Federal
Income Tax purposes.

QUESTION-PERTH TR.AMWAYS,
EXTENSION.

_11r. J. HEONEY asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Is the report appearing in the.
"Daily News" on the 14th inst. under the
heading "Tram Routes may be Longer," an
indication of Government transport policy!
2, If it is, will he inform the House whether
consideration was given to the proposal (a)
to extend the tram route along Beaufort-
street from the terminus to Shaftabury-
avenue, (b) to duplicate the line, (e) to re-
duce the number of stopping places with a
view to speeding up the service? 3, If eon-
sideration was given to the proposals iron-
tioned in (2), what are the reasons for their
rejection? 4, When may I expect an answer
to my letter of the 3rd June wherein I sub-
mitted the above proposals!~

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, 1 did not see the report. 2, These
are under consideration. 3, See answer to
'No. 2. 4 When finalisation lass been made.

LEAVE oF ABSENCE.

Ont motion by Mr. Doney, leave of absence
for two weeks granted to Mr. Patrick
(Greenough) on the ground of ill-health.

BILLr-OMPANTES.

Restored to Notice Paper.

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
E. Nulsen--Ranowna) [4.35] ; I move-

That this House, in accordance with the pro-
visions of the Standing Orders releting to
lapsed Bills, resume consideration of the Corn-
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panics Bill, and that the Bill as amended by
the Royal Commission he re-printed1 and its
consideration in Committee be made an order
of the day for thu next sittinig of the Hlouse.

HON. 0. G. LATHTAM (York) [4.30];. As
this Bill is most important, I shall not offer
any objection to the motion of the Minister
for Justice; but I desire a complete under-
taking from the hon. gentleman that this
House will have full opportunity to go
thoroughly into the measure. The Bill passed
its second reading 'during last session be-
cause the House held that in the best inter-
ests. of companies now operating here, or to
operate in the State in future, we ought to
have an up-to-date Companies Act. The
members of the Select Committee, later con-
verted into a Royal Commission, have had
full opportunity to discuss the provisions of
the Bill amongst themselves; but it is a
highly complicated piece of legislation, and
therefore I want an undertaking that the
Chamber will be afforded every opportunity
to understand fully what the measure means,
before it goes into Committee. There will
be no second reading, and so we shall have
the Bill before us in Committee immediately.

Mr. Cross: It is nearly a new Bill now.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I only want an
undertaking such as I have indicated. I
offer no opposition to the motion.

The Premier: The Government will not
rush the Bill.

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: I want the Bill
left here for a day or two so that we may
grasp its provisions before it goes into Corn-
mittee.

TE PREMIER (Hon. J. C. Wilicock-
Oeraldton) (4.58]: The report of the Royal
Commission was laid on the Table yesterday.

Hon. C. 0. Latham: Members have re-
cneived their copies today.

The PREWIER: I agree wvith the Leader
of the Opposition that this is a tremendously
important Bill and will have a great effect
on the business of the commercial and ac-
countancy sections of the community, and
therefore should he fully considered. I may
mention that measures of this kind have
taken three or four years to get through
other Parliaments; but because we have the
experience of those other Parliaments to
guide us, and the Select Committee, later
Royal Commission, had that experience also
in framing its report, the matter has not
been so complicated here. The Government

has no desire whatever that the BiUl should
be rushed through without adequate consid-
eration; on the contrary, it desires the House
to give the most serious consideration to this.
measure, which will have a highly important
effect on Western Australian business, If'
the Leader of the Opposition is anxious that.
consideration of a particular clause should
be postponed, the Government will meet his
wishes. While acknowledging the splendid
work devoted to the Bill first by the Select,
Committee and then by the Royal Commis-
sion, and having regard to the arduous and
onerous duties those bodies undertook, we
think it only f air that the House should in.
the first instance fully consider the report
which has been presented. We also desire
that in addition to the full information pos-
sessed by the Minister in charge of the Bill,
the complete knowledge of details of the
various clauses possessed by the members of
the Select Committee and Royal Commission
should be available to the Chamber as a
whole. Though the Government, believing
that the Bill represents a, vast improvement
on the present position, is anxious that it
should pass, yet we have no desire whatever
to rush the measure through. With that as-
surance I hope the Leadler of the Opposition
%rill be satisfied.

Question put and passed.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Ninthm Day.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. THORN (Toodyny) [4.40]:. I feel
privileged in having the opportunity to speak
to the Address-in-reply debate. It is one
of the few privileges left to private members.
that we should insist upon retaining. If we
neglect the opportunity to speak on this
debate, where we can cover aL wide field, we
shall lose perhaps the last privilege that pri-
vate memhers enjoy.

I congratulate the member for Vilgarn-
Coolgardie (Mr. Kelly), who has just taken
his scat. Undoubtedly he put up a good
fight, because that seat had been held by
Labour for many years. The brilliant re-
tinue of Ministers who proceeded to that
electorate must be rather disappointed over
the result.

The Minister for Mines: Not a bit! We
went to help a mate, and that is what the
Labour movement stands for.
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Mr. THORN: We are in agreement there.
I notice from the Press that the Minister
for Lands, while in the Yilgarn-Coolgardie
electorate, said that he felt pained about
some remarks made in this Chamber by the
Leader of the Opposition (Hon. C. G.
Latham) regarding the gold tax. However,
the Minister told only the part of the story
that suited his purpose. He did not tell the
whole story, and at the conclusion of his
address there was loud and prolonged ap-
plause. It is remarkable how deceptive elec-
tors can be at times; because one would
think, on reading that article, that the
Labour candidate was home and dry. The
ballot-box, however, told a different story.
The Minister on that occasion was not con-
vincing.

We have listened during this debate to
numerous speeches dealing with Australia's
war effort. Our leaders have been criticised
in this Chamber, and there has been much
destructive criticism of them outside. Mly
suggestion to members and to the public
generally is that they should have faith in
our experienced leaders, especially those who
have received a military training. By our
standing behind them and expressing that
confidence and giving them all the support
we possibly can, there will be no doubt
about carrying the war to a successful con-
clusion.

We have heard much about a new world
order that it is said will be the outcome of
the war. In my opinion, it is foolish for
men with public responsibilities to talk
about new orders. The great problem con-
fronting us is the defeat of our enemies,
who have been preaching new orders in
Europe, wvhile the Yellow Man in the East
has been preaching a new order in the East
and the South. Our repeated talk about a
new order will only result in spreading
propaganda for the enemy. Surely, we, as
democrats, know our job. As other speakers
have said, there is nothing wrong with our
democracy. We believe in it; we preach it.
Why on earth should we even mention the
policy of some of our enemy countries ruled
by dictators? If we do not attack this prob-
lem in an efficient manner, we may get a
new order when the troops return. Our
young soldiers now oversee, who are bear-
ing the banner of the Empire, will expect
us to place them in industries on their re-
turn. That is the work confronting us now.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: That is post-war
reconstruction.

Mr. THORN: Yes. I agree with the
member for Guildford-Midland. We should
be well on with that work.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Hear, hear!
Mr. THORN: Our soldiers are obtaining

a wonderful experience in the various arms
of the services. They are being trained in
great numbers and will, on their return, be
a valuable asset to the Commonwealth. We
mast realise, however, that we cannot pos-
sibly place all our soldiers in trades when
the war is over. The Navy, the Army and
the Air Force are training men today who
will become extremely expert tradesmen, and
we must attack the problem of placing them
on their return. After the 1914-18 war, land
settlement schemes were inaugurated, some
of which proved failures. Nevertheless,
those schemes resulted in sonmc benefit to
the State. I venture the opinion that
another land settlement scheme will have
to be formulated after the war, because land
settlement is one of the most important
avenues in which to place our returned men.
After the war I feel we shall be able to
whip up production, as many markets over-
sea will be available to us. Today many
meii are leaving the land in order to return
to the trades that they followed before they
went on to the land; but they will un-
doubtedly be forced to give up those posi-
tionis when our soldiers return. I hope
there will be no more advocacy of a new
order for the British Empire. I trust that
we shall all have a full realisation of our
responsibility to the Commonwealth and the
Empire, and will make provision to defend
this great Democracy and the wonderful
freedom we enjoy by doing our duty by
those to whom we are responsible. If that
attitude is adopted no new orders will be
required.

Mr. Fox: So you are satisfied with pre-
sent conditions?

Mir. THORN: It is ridiculous for the
member for South Fremantle to make a
remark like that, but I am sorry to say
that he has always bad a pessimistic
outlook. At least his remarks in this Cham-
her have indicated as much to me.

Hon. C. Gl. Latham: Except those on the
onion Bill!

Mr. THORN: Yes. He was all right on
the onion Bill. We are in agreement on
that matter; but I wish he had more faith
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in his fellow men and would not display
such a pessimistic view of the future, be-
cause if the position is honestly analysed
it will have to he admitted that whatever
GJovernment has been in power has always
made provision to care for and feed our
people.

Mr. Fox: Ye;, to a certain extent. It is
all right for you fellows!

Mfr. THORN: I do not want to continue
answering the hon. member because I know
his interjections are disorderly, hut the fact
remains that the majority of the people on
the land whom I represent do not enjoy the
basic wage. Their income is far below that.
We get no hell) from the hon. member, and
[(10 not see that he has anything very much
to cry about.

Before leaving the question of the treat-
atiit of soldiers, I wish to refer to a broad-
east made by our Prime Minister recently,
in which he told the whole of Australia that
the policy of the Federal Government wa9
still that of prefermee to returned soldiers.
I am very much afraid be is not fully aware
of the activities of some of his departments,
One member of the Federal House informed
me that there are jobs for returned soldiers
but the jobs for which they get preference
aic mostly of the pick-and-shovel variety.
I propose to refer to til appointment made
recently in this State, namely, that of Pro.-
fessor Alexander to the position of Educa-
tional Officer to the Forces in Western Aus-
tralia. Most of us know Professor Alex-
ander and Are aware that his views are
really those of a pacifist, but now he enjoys
the rank of major as an educational officer
in this State. He is also carrying on his
work at the University. He has been given
permission by the board to continue his
job there and is being paid for that, too.
We are acquainted with some returned sol-
diers who are exceedingly eligible for that
position and their names were submitted to
the Defence Department. The men to whom
I refer are men of broad vision And wide
experience. They were State school boys
and subsequently joined the teaching staff
of the Education Department, eventually
rising from the bottom of the ladder to the
top. They now rank amongst our inspectors
of schools. They have travelled the State
and know their fellow men. Their names
were submitted to the department but were
absolutely ignored. Strings were pulled in
Melbourne to enable Professor Alexander to

be- appointed to the position. That was
most unfair and was certainly not giving
effect to the policy broadcast by the Prime
Minister a few weeks ago. Men like those to
whom I have referred are the type we want
as educational officers, men -with broad
vision and plenty of experience. Professor
Alexander is probably a professor in words
only, but our State school inspectors are
educationalists from every point of view.
If all had been fair, one of those men would
have received the appointment.

Reference has already been made to the
orchard tax, which has caused a good deal
of trouble amongst f ruitgrowers. I regret
exceedingly that I was ever persuaded by
certain fruitgrowers to* agree to the imposi-
tion of that tax.

Mr. Warner: We all have our soft mo-
menial1

Mr. THORN: The tax is absolutely wrong
ini principle and the frujigrowers were ex-
tremely foolish to agree to any scheme to
tax themselves. Owing to the difficulties and
setbacks the frLuitgrowing industry in this
State has experienced since the outbreak of
war, the extra taxation has pressed very
heavily up)ofl the fruitgrowers. I hope to
be able to convince,, the Minister that he
should allow this tax to lapse,

The Minister for Lands: Yom will
have to be more convincing than you were
in your remarks concerning the Yilgarn-
Coolgardie episode.

Mr. THORN: That is another matter! I
agree with the Plant Diseases Act under
which every grower of fruit is registered
and has to pay a shilling registration fee.
That is very necessary in order that fruit-
fly and plant diseases may be properly
controlled, but to impose a tax like the
orchard tax is entirely unfair. Many dis-
tricts, have never been visited by an inspec-
tor. Wooroloo has never had a fruitfly in-
spector although the district has paid this
tax since its, inception. I met a rower
from Swan View this morning and he said,
" We have never had a visit from an in-
spector. There has never been one on my,
property." A member from another place
asked for some information about this tax,
and it was revealed that the Government
had an unexpended surplus of £1,200. Is
it fair to extract a tax from fruitgrowers
for a special purpose and then for the
.4iowers to find that it has not been ex-
ponlded?
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The Minister for Lands: It will be.

Mr. THORN: I hope it will not be, and
that the Minister will agree to wipe it out.

Mr. Withers: What will happen in an
emergency? . Where would we get money?

The Minister for Lands: You put up a
motion for its institution.

Air. THORN: I never dodge an issue. I
have said I am sorry I ever supported the
tax, because I realise it is wrong in prin-
ciple. The Agricultural Department sup-
plies inspectors for all other sections of
the service and those officers police the
various Acts. If the Minister obtains a
shilling registration I think it is up to the
department to find the balance of the
money to control diseases. I sincerely
trust that the Minister will agree. There
is another matter I want to bring to the
notice of the House. Some growers refused
to pay the tax in the beginning and have
never done so, and no action has been taken
.against them.

The Minister for Mines: Why?

Mir. THORN: That is what I want to
know. There must be a weakness in the
law or the Minister has no confidence that
the magistrate will fine the offenders. The
wvhole position is weakened when growers
declare they will not pay and do not do so.

The Minister for Lands: Do you know
of any specific case:

Air. THORN: The Minister should not
ask me to mention names. I do not want
to do so now, but the Minister knows.

The 'Minister for Lands: The Minister
does not knowv.

Mr. THORN: He does not know!
The Minister for Lands: No.

Air. THORN: But I mentioned the names
and the Minister wrote them down in front
of me.

The Minister for Lands: Yes, and I sent
the names to the inspector and he told me
your contention was entirely wrong.

Mir. THORN: My contention was not
wrong, because the inspector himself told
me about those people. I assure the Min-
ister that I an, not endeavouring to put
anything over him, and I think he knows
the position just as I do.

The Minister for Lands: I do not!
Mr. THORN: But I gave the Minister

the names!

Mir. SPEARER: The Minister said he
did not know, and the hon. member must
accept the Mtinister's assurance,

.Ar. THORN: I do. I would not doubt
his assurance.

The Minister for Lands: It would be
easy to launch prosecutions in your dis-
trict or any other district.

Mr. THORN: That proves the correct-
ness of my contention.

The Minister for Lands: No, it does not.
Mr. THORN: If prosecutions could he

launched, that can only mean that the
fees have not been paid. Owing to war-
caused difficulties, the fruit-growing indus-
try as a whole has suffered severely.
(,rowers have lost their markets, and have
no means of disposing of surplus output.
A further disability is that our output has
been sold at very low prices. The growers
who go in for export grapes have had a
particularly bad time, because cool storage
space is required for their output and owing
to the shipping position this has not been
aviflable. The dried fruit growers have been
in at more fortunate position, in that the
whole of their pack is now in London, apart
from a few tons that have been stowed away
in Davy Jones's locker. However, the price
paid by the British Department of Food
Supplies is lower than the average for the
three years preceding the outbreak of war.
I think we are entitled to that price for our
output, rather than that which has been paid.
Now we are faced with the necessity to meet
added costs, and that disability is not pro-
vided for by way of any compensating pay-
ments to us. The redwood boxes for export
fruit have proved successful and their ap-
pearance is much better than the whitewood
boxes formerly utilised. Fromn the shipping
point of view, the redwood boxes arrive in
London looking clean and attractive instead
of soiled and showing signs of handling,
which characterised the whitewood con-
tainers. Generally speaking, however, all
sections of the fruitgrowing industry are
having a hard struggle. That applies to
those engaged in the production of wine.
Our output cannot be shipped oversea, and
the effect of that has been that more Eastern
States wine has been dumped here, with con-
sequent adverse effects upon the local mar-
ket.

I make an appeal to the Minister for
Works to ascertain whether it is not possible
to secure supplies of bitumen to complete
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tuain road work that has been commenced
already. I sin parochial in this respect in
that I refer to the Clackline-Piawaning-road.
The Main Roads Board carried out the foun-
dation work two or three years ago, and did
a particularly good job. Now the work is
being chopped to pieces all for the want of
the necessary finishing off. I understand the
difficulty confronting the Main Roads Board
is to get bitumen supplies. I hope that will
he overcome because the work to date has
involved the expenditure of a considerable
sum of money and the road as it stands is
going to rack and ruin. If the surface could
be bitumenised, it would be economical.

MR. J. HEGNEY (Mliddle Swan)) [5.5]:
In common with other members, I propose
to make use of the Address-in-reply debate
to deal with a few matters of general im-
portance but of pa-rticular concern to my
electorate. I was rather amazed at the state-
ment of the member for Toodyay (Mr.
Thorn) regarding the new order, to which so
many references have been made in this
Chamber during the past few days. Re
suggested that 'we should not talk about the
new order but should get on with the task
of winning the war, and that a discussion of
~iui(h a nature was playing into the hands
of the. enemy and would convey such infor-
moation to them as the Axis powers desired,
particularly Japan. Last week wve read of
the meeting in mid-Atlantic of the two great
]eaders of the English-speaking nations-
the President of the United States of Amer-
ieca and the Prime Minister of Britain. After
that historic meeting, they issued a ,joint de-
claration to the people of the world, giving
them renewed hope of a better social state
in the days to come after the defeat of the
Nazi regime in Europe had been accom-
plished. It would be well for us to read and
re-read that declaration because if brought
to fruition, it will furnish hope to many
people throughout the world. If that re-suilt is not achieved, I see little hope for the
future. The eight-point declaration was as
follows:

The statement issued by the President and
the Prime Minister, it will be recalled, was read
in a broadcast yesterday afternoon by the
Deputy Prime Minister (Mr. 0. R. Atlee). The
eight points of their joint declaration of corn-
mon principles in time national policies of Bri-
tain and the 'United States arc as follows:-

1. Their countries seek no aggrandise-
ment, territorial or other.

2. They desire to see no territorial
changes that do not accord with the
freely expressed wishes of the peo-
pies concerned.

3. They respect the right of all peoples tb
choose the form of government under
which they will live, and they wish
to see sovereign rights and self-
government restored to those who
have been forcibly deprived of them.

4. They will endeavour, with due respect
for their existing obligations, to
fuJrther the enjoyment by all Staters,
greet and sall, victor or vanquish-
ed, of access on equal terms to the
trade and ruw materials of the
world which arc needed for their
economic prosperity.

a. They desire to bring about the fullest
collaboration between till nations in
the economic field with the object of
securing for all improved labour
standards, economic ad van cement
and social security.

Thus members will see that these great states-
men-the President of the United states of
America and the Prime Minister of Britain
-set out in the declaration that they are
anxious to inaugurate a better social era,
to secure economic advance, improved labour
conditions, and to establish social security
now-not after the war is wvon. The obser-
vation by the member for Toodyay, there-
fore, was hardly in accordance with the high
ideals expressed by these two great leadens
of the English-speaking races.

6. After the finial destruction of Nazi
tyranny, they hope to see established
;; pence which will afford to all na-
tions the means of dwelling in
Safety within their own boundaries
and which will afford an assurance
that aill men in all lands may live
out their lives in freedom from fear
and want.

7. 8SiCh a penVe should enable all men to
traverse the high seas and ocans
without hindrance.

8. They believe that nil the nations of
the world, for realistic. as wrel1 as
spiritual reasons, musqt come to
abandonment of the use of force.
Since ni future peace can be main-
tained if land, sea and air ann-
mneats continue to he employed by
nations which threaten or may
threaten aggression outside their
frontiers, they believe, pending the
establishment of a wider and per-
manent system of general security,
that disarmament of such nations is
essential, They will likewise aiiL
and encourage all other practicable
measures which will lighten for the
peace-loving peoples the crushing
b~urden of armnament.

That is a magnificent declaration not only to
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the peoples oft the British Empire and the
United Statea of America, but to all people.
The ideal of those men is to establish econ-
omic anti1 social security for the people
throughout the world. When the Nazi tyranny
has been overcame, they intend to make an-
other attempt to reduce armaments, to
secure a better adjustment between nations
so that there will be no need to resort to
war in order to settle international disputes,'
and to ensure world peace for all time. I
was pained to hear the remarks, of the mern-
her for Toodyay. His speeches tire generally
sound, but his observations on the planning
for the new social order were not in accord
with the best. thought being expressed at the
moment.

At the vonelusion of the 1914-38 war wt,
heard references to a new order and post-
war reconstruction. We were told of the
ideals to he striven for. We were told that
that war was one to abolish war, to mnake
the world safe for democracy, to usher in a
new era and wake the world at place fit for
heroes to live in. 'Many people regarded
this talk as propaganda, and unfortunately
many of the principles laid down by states-
men of that day have not come to fruition.
Many of the in who returned maimed and
crippled after ighting for their country had
to enter the economic struggle with the rest
of the community and help to pay the debt
incurred duringj the war period. If the
people expect post-war reconstruction Nwhen
the present struggle has ended, I think they
will have to wake up and take more interest
in the matter. They will need to tell the
rulers of' the world and representatives in
Parliament exactly what they want, and not
allow the money power to use the machinery
of government to exploit them, repress them
and make their economic conditions possibly
worse than they have been during the last
25 years.

Mr. Marshall- That is what will happen.
Mr. J. HEONEY: During the 1914-8

war much was said about ushering in a new
era, but we are still far from solving the
economic and political problems of the last
25 years. The only way we can judge of
what is likely to happen is to apply our
experience of the past. Tf we take history
as a guide, it is evident that the great mess
of the people, the great trade union move-
ment and the producers, all of whom are en-
gaged in the economic struggle, must inter-
est themselves in these problems. Otherwise

the people wvill continue to drift in the ilol-
drums after this war has ended.

Recently the Press published an interest-
itng article epitomising the present systemn
much better than I can, and as some mem-
hers my have mnissed the item, I intend to
bring it to their notice. The report stated-

''Health is not mainly a medical problem
with which doctors can deal,"' asserts Dr. John
Dale, once of Perth, in a paper published by
The Medical Journal of Australia,

1It depeads mainly on economics and edoen.
tion,'' fie says. ''We can only assess and ad-
rise. I

Dr. 1)ale, refers to ''hundreds of thousands"
inl Australia who caninot get enoughi to main-
tlin the right degree of health, though ''the
lihysival essentials themselves, as distinct fromn
their cost, exist in superabundance.''

'The situation now,'' hie says, ''is that the
pro~fess9ioJi already appreciates, or is coming to
appreciate, that there ire two outstanding
medico-sociological problems. These are the
prevalenco of deficiency disease, particularly
aumong the poor though not limited to them,
aind secondly the importance of psychological
factors in disease.

''Though in recent decades the condition &e
the prar rnd~ of their children, especially as
lit hirth rate diminished, has tended to im-

prove in muany respects, tbe state of affairs,
particularly since the last war, has been such
that probably a majority of doctors have felt
that things could not go on in such a way, and
that far-reaching changes in the social systen
wrould bare to be made.

"We (in Australia) had and have our tens
Of thousands 'on the dole,' our tens or hun
dreds of thousands of children irbo, because of
poverty, do not and cannot get the essentials of
health.

''We also hare a large proportion of our
families either outcast or under the continuous
th~reat oif unemployment with its consequent
physical and mental disease and degradation.

"Australian investigations also show that
the children of the poor are smaller Oha- those
of the mere fortunate, and investigationsi
amiong the poor in MYelboni-ne city show that the
fourth and later children are, alter the first
six monthsm, distinctly smaller than the first
children. One also realises how great is the
mental as well as the physical damage resulting
from unemployment and the fear thereof. When
one thinks of the large proportion of our fel-
low citize]ns who are outcast, unemployed or
unemployable, or who are forced into uncon-
genial labour--round pegs in square holes nd
rice versa-and irho by unhappy and harsh en-
vironment in their early years hare been
thwarted and mentally dleformed, one realises
the possibilities of applied psychology and the
urgent need of thorough -going educational re-
form."F

Dr. Dale asks his colleagues to press for a
new order now. The absurd paradox of poverty
and increasing insecurity in the midst of plenty
a)nd increasing potential security, made the
situation intolerable, he said.
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"The dreadful cruelty of this tautalisation
1va.," h'e declares, "ta we, secure, pYi-

vileged and[ trusted,' who are in a position to
estinmate and assess the influence of poverty,
aknieitty and insecurity upon health, should in-
sist ou a solution or the paradox.''

Mlr. M1arshall: Un fort una tely, it is only
too true.

Mr. J. HEOXEY: That is the condition
of affairs not only in Melbourne, but also in
Ofier Cities and is due to the eonom1ic con1-
ditions prevailing. It is due to uneniploy-
ruent, waint and] destitution, the under-
nourishment of men, women and children,
and to their being ill-clad and badly housed.'
Dr. Dale's remarks apply to this State. Our
major task at the mnonment is to win the war
and we can best help by siipporti1Ig the de-
fence authorities and those governing- Aus-
tralia, hut it is our duty not only as repre-
sentatives of the people bat also as citizens to
try to find a solution of these problems,
which, to a large extent, aire bound tip with
the firnncial prohlem. I have no intention
of dilating at any length on the financial
situation, but ninny of our difficulties are at-
trihutable to the ever-growing burden of in-
terest on the community. The heavy de-
mands mande upon the financial resources of
the State are- responsihle for many of our
problems not being dealt with effectively.

I was pleased to learn that the Premier,
despite the capitalistic system as we know
it, was in his administration of the affairs of
State able to show a credit balance. That
was incuinbent upon him because of the
agreement entered into recently at Canberra
-it the Loan Council mneeting. It wvas then
resolved that the State Treasurers should
undertake to balance their ledgers and re-
frain from increasing taxation. The field of
taxation was to be left to the Commonwealth
Government for defence purposes. Never-
theless, the Premier has been able to show a
suplus; of £11,111. Having regard to all
the difficulties confronting him, and to the
fact that he had to administer the affairs of
state in difficult timies, he has been able to
show that balance.

When speaking on the Supply Bill, the
Leader of the Opposition suggested to mem-
bers, more particularly to those on this side
of the House, that they should take more in-
terest in how the money was spent, end said
it was our job to scrutinise and cheek all ex-
penditure. Unfoitunately for this Penis-
nient, the, control o'ver finance has in the
main been removed. Of the.State's revenue
of approximately £C11,000,000, something

like 42 per cent. is used in making lined pay-
nie-ats by way of interest to the bondholders,
and iJL e.xchange cud contributions to the
sinking fund. Notwithstanding that men,-
hers of this Parliament arc said to represent
the pecople of the State, they have no say
whatever in 42 per cent, of the revenue that
it; enjoyed by the State. The Government
has other commitments in administrative
directions, such as in respect of the police,
the railway system, education, health matters
and so on. These are lined commitments,
aind except Lot variations in the policy gcuid-
ing those departments, we have little or no
-say in their expenditure. The State Panlic-
inent has long- since lost its power over fi a-
cial matters, and has no say in connection
with any loan raisings. The control is now
in the hands of the Loan Council. Ministers
who make up the executive have to go, cap-
in-hand, to the Loan Council. Their pro-
posals are criticised before they get there by
a co-ordinator appointed by the Common-
wealth Government. The various State
Treasutrers who arc responsible to the people
of their State often find their viewpoint set
aside aind that of the Co-ordinator General
accepted. I notice that at the last Loan
Council meeting the Treasurers submitted
prop~osals for the. raising of approximately
£43,000,000. They required that money in
order to carry on the various activities they
thought should be cardied on in their own
States. The Treasurer submitted a schedule
of works and set out that they required a
loan of ;£43 .U00,000 in the aggregate so that
those works might be put in hand. The Co-
ordlinator General made his report, and I
believe advocated the raising of a loan of
only £17,000.000. Eventually a compromise
was reached, and a loan raising for the
period in ilu stion of £20,000,000 was agreed
uiponm. Of that sum Western Australia re-
ceived £1,185,000. Many years ago the Par-
liament of this State may have had some
control over finance, but from the point of
view of which I am speaking, it now has
very little.

One of the greatest diffeculties confronting
us is the heavy burden of interest. That
burden will tax the resources of the Comn-
monwealth to the utmost. I was reading a
hook the other day, wherein the author gives
ai classical example of the type of burden to
which I refer. He said that in 1888 the
Government of New South Wales borrowed
£16,000,000 for railwaty purposes. Up to the
conversion period in 1024 that State had
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paid £26,908,000 in interest on the orginal
loan. When the loan matures in 1955, the
author of the book compuited that New
South Wales Would have paid £49,826,000 in
interest, and would still owe the original
916,000,000. This sort of thing is going on
in private finance as well as in Government
finance. Hlow long is it likely to continue?

Mr. North: That system is now being
changed.

Mr. J1. JIEGNEY: In days gone by we
know that war debts were not paid, and in
many instances were wiped out. In the
Commronwealtih, debts arc still being paid
in connection with the last war, and the
national debt of Australia has increased to
over £1,000,000,000, and £800,000,000 of thin
was incurred because of the last war.

Mr. Marshall: You mean £806,000,000.
Hon. C. G-. Latham: Interest is not heing

paid on that amount.
Mr. J. HEGNEY:- Of course it is. Does

the Leader of the Opposition contend that
the bondholders who invested money in
those loans aire not getting their interest?

Hon. C. G. Lathanm: Great Britain has
not been paid any interest for many years.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: T am not speaking of
oversea loans, but of loans raised in this
country. This is the system of finance as
we know it. If it is continued, the people
of the country, the farmers and others,
will find their standard of existence fall
lower and still lower.

Mr. McDonald: Let us stop borrowing.
M~r. J. HEGNEY: We know that private

banks have made an effort to hang on to
their control of the monetary system, We
also know that the Commonwealth Bank
has on many occasions come to the aid
of the private banks and prevented a finan.
cil collapse. The private banks have
endeavoured to use the Commonwealth
Bank in order to gain greater financial
strength than it had hitherto enjoyed.
If the Commonwealth Bank was directed
so as to be of paramount importance
to the people instead of to the Asso-
eidted Banks, much greater service to
the people would result. We know
that half the net profits of the Common-
wealth Bank go towards liquidation of the
ntational debt. If the Commonwealth con-
trolled the Australian banking system in
the same way as it controls the Australian
note issue, much larger amounts would

be made available for the reduction of that
debt, as well as for aid ing the revenue.
The question of finance is of paramount
importance. Not only supporters of the
Lahour movement hold that view; it is
shared by men in many other walks of
life. Business men speak of the hold the
Associated Banks halve on the commercial
life of Australia, Unless the present sys-
tern is altered, poverty, destitution, and
unemployment will continue. It is neces-
sary for the people of all countries to rise
up to end the system. Under our economic
conditions, it cannot go on.

The alternative to the present system
after this war will be communism. It is
useless to say that we can continue under
the old order, seeing the difficulty of the
hungry people in Europe and the dis-
abilities of Australia in regard to the
cripples produced by the wvar. Unques-
tionably, the present social system cannot
continue. The Australian people -will want
a greater share of what they produce. In
Western Australia itself numerous people
are not receiving even the basic wage.
That wage merely provides for the needs
of a man with an average family. It does
not give him nearly enough to pay for
those things which would raise his standard
of living and improve his status. The
man raising a family is claimed to be the
backbone of the country; yet he is called
upon to rear his family on much less than
the basic wage. That remark applies not
only to wage earners, but to farmers, whom
members opposite represent. Tinder the
present system, farmers in particular suffer
severely.

Hon. C. G. Latham: And when we try
to obtain relief for them, you oppose us!

Mr. J. ELEGN11EY: The incomes of men
in the back country amount to much less
than the basic wage. Until the workers and
the farmers combine to fight for their com-
mon interests, their economic position must
worsen.

Several members interjected.
Mr. 3. HEGNEY: I fail to understand

members of the Country Party supporting
the St. George's-terrace farmers. In the
Eastern States we find Labour keeping
Country Party Governments in power. In
Victoria a difference is found to exist be-
tween the National Party and the Country
Party regarding the real interests of the
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farmers and the workers. It is a pity West-
ern Australian farmers do not wake up and
realise where their interests lie.

Hon. C. G. Latbam: They will wake up
next March I

Mr. J. HEGNEY: It is to be hoped they
will wake up on the right side. If they wake
up and support our friends opposite, they
will find themselves in greater difficulties
than those under which they suffer today.

Last year the Commonwealth Government
introduced a system of child endowment.
That system provides weekly payments of
5s. for children from the age of one year
to 16 years; but there is a string attached
to it. Having wade the weekly payments
available, having proclaimed to the people
of the Commonwealth that child endowment
was coming into force, after having been
promised for 20 years, the Commonwealth
Government proposes to take away the de-
duction of £50 for each child in respect of
income taxation.

Member: That was always part of the:
proposal.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: There is already pro.
vision for that under the Federal Income
Tax Act. National and Country Party mem-
bers have tinkered with this question too
long. The Bruce-Page Government won an
election on the issue of child endowment.
That Government appointed a Royal Comn-
mission to inquire into the subject. The
Commission lasted for two years, taking
evidence all over Australia, but merely pro-
(]need a pigeon-hole report. The workers
of the Commonwealth asked the Common-
wealth Arbitration Court to increase the
basic wage by 14 per cent-, giving various
res ons. Although Chief Justice Beeby did
not reject the application, he postponed con-
sideration of the matter. He was not op-
posed to an increase, but he thought that in
view of the dangers with which the Com-
monwealth was faced the application should
stand over for six months- Meantime a child
endowment scheme has been put into opera-
tion. It is claimed that that plan repre-
sents a great saving to big employers. Wage
earners are asked to pay a wages tax now.
They would be much better off if on that
basis the basic wage had been increased.
Certainly the present basic wage does not
give the workers too much. If a man has to
support a wife and three children on the
basic wage, that worker has to face great
difficulties. The child endowment system

gave relief, but relief having been given with
one hand there is a proposal to take it away
with the other. That means putting it all
over the workers of the Commonwealth. I
trust the Federal Parliament will not carry
the proposal.

We have heard a good deal about ship-
building in Australia. It has been pointed
out that Mr. Menzies, the Prime Minister,
has been the stumbling block to the develop-
ment of the industry in Australia. It is very
strange that two years of the last war were
needed to develop shipbuilding in Eastern
Australia. The submarines were active then
as they have been during this war, and the
need for ships was urgent. Nevertheless,
two years elapsed before an attempt was
made to build ships in the Commonwealth.
Indisputably, the Australian workman is
capable of building ships. In Victoria, New
South Wales and Queensland ships of 8,000
and 9,000 tons have been built, and they
proved of great advantage. South Austra-
lian workers also have augmented the Aus-
tralian fleet. These facts make it plain that
Australians are fully capable of producing
ships. But I ask why the policy of ship-
building in Australia has not been continued
in peace-time? Why has it been neces9-
sary for the Commonwealth and States
always to go abroad to supply their
requirements in the way of shipping?
Qualified boilermakers and shipwrigbits have
been at grass during peacetime because no
shipbuilding work has been available and
but very little repair work. The men drifted
into other vocations. I myself have worked
in the shipbuilding industry in New South
Wales. During the last war I worked on
the cruiser "Adelaide" and other vessels;
the unit with which I was engaged subse-
qluently disbanded, the men having to look
for employment elsewhere. That occurred
in peacetime. We have been at war for two
years before the shipbuilding industry has
been revived in the Commonwealth. We
have in Australia skilled artisans, boiler-
makers, shipwrights, engineers and others,
and the trade unions concerned have agreed
to a dilution of unskilled labour.

Mr. Needham: We also have boilermakers'
assistants.

Mr. . HEGNEY: Myv friend, who in his
early career was a boilermnaker's assistant,
reminds me that we still have boilermakers'
assistants. The unions concerned agreed to
a dilution of unskilled labour for the par-
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pose of reviving this industry. If a survey
were made in our own State, we would find
that we have many workmen tapable of
building steel and wooden vessels.

Mr-. Berry: I have a list of 120 skilled
men

-Mr. J. HEGNEY: But those men prob-
ably would have to be taken away from sonmc
other industry. Some boilermakers at tbe
Midland Junction workshops were, in their
earlier years, working in shipbuilding yards
in England. Australians who have served
their time to the industry are also available
here. But how many of them have drifted
to the Eastern States where work is plenti-
ful? The policy of the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment has been not to give as much help
to Western Australia as to some of the other
States. Ours is the most vulnerable State
of the Commonwealth from a strategic point
of view, and consequently something ought
to be done to erect works here to train
men. In this wvay our population would
increase and our skilled workers would not
be forced to go to the Eastern States to find
work. During the 1914-18 war our en-
gineers had no trouble in securing employ-
ment in the engineering industry, bitt I knowv
of highly qualified turners now who, hav-
ing just retired from the Government work-
shops at' the age of 65 years, cannot find a
job in munition works.

Mr. Hughes: There is a job in Adelaide
waiting for them.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: The hon. memberohas
more time than I have to read the morning
paper. I am speaking of Western Atis-
tralia. Unless we build up heavy industries
in this State, we certainly cannot hope to
retain our tradesmen. The Premier has
made repeated representations to the Com-
monwealth Government to establish as many
industries as possible here; and I ami pleased
to note that we have secured some sub-
stantial defence contracts for the Midland
Junction workshops. I recently was given
the opportunity to inspect the workshops
with the member for Guildford-Midland
(Ron. W. D. Johnson) and other persons,
and saw what was being done in the newv
annex as well as in the workshops. Mem-
bers would be surprised to see the high-
class work carried out at the workshops.
The men themselves arc keen to get all the
defence work possible; they even held meet-
ings during thre lunch hour urging the man-
agenment to make representations in the

proper quarter for a larger share of defence
contracts. Un fortunately, the workshops
have not got all the work they would like
to get.

I am pleased to note the decision to pro-
ceed with thre erection of munition -works
at Welshpool, which happens to be in my
electorate. I trust that before many months
have elapsed work will have commenced
there. These works should hare been erecteLd

long ago to give Western Australia a fairer
share of defence contracts. Every credit is
due to the Premier for his efforts in this
direction. I hope we shall also get the
opportunity to build steel and wooden ves-
sels in this State, even though the number
might be small. It would be an indication
that the Commonwealth is out to assist this
ats well as other States of the Connon-
wealth.

I desire to refer to one or two matters
concerning may electorate. In the Licut.-
Governor's Speech reference is made to
technical schools. A technical school is long
overdue at Midland Junction. A site has
been available for years past, hut the Gov-
ellinent. owing- to shortage of money, has
been unable to proceed with the building.
Because of the proximity of the large work-
shops, a technical school, properly equipped,
should be built at Midland Junction. It
would serve the needs of the suburbs adja-
cent to Midland Junction and the surround-
ing districts. We have also been endeavour-
ing to obtai a high school at Midland
Jfunction. Ministers of Education have vis-
ited the district and finally a site was sel-
ected, but so far the school has not been
built. A number of schools in the electorate
require attention. At Belmont many school
children arc being housed in a condemned
building which was at one time a residence.
I know% the Minister for Education has vis-
ited the place and that the matter is to
receive attention when funds are available.
That building should certainly be demolished
and n better classroom provided for children
attending the school, who also need proper
accommodation for bicycles and other
equipment. Rivervale is a large and grow-
ing centre within three miles of Perth. The
playground at the local school needs re-
grading and the building will deteriorate if
something is not done to it. I hope the
Minister for Education will have this mat-
ter brought to his notice by his representa-
tive in this Chamber, the Minister for



[20 AUGUST, 1041.]29

the North-West. The same applies to
the Redeliffe school. I have a report fromn
the Belmont Park Road Board dealing with
the condition of the schools in its area. It
is a health report and concerns the condition
of the lavatories and sanitary conveniences.
I intend to forward the document to the
Minister immediately. The Redeliffe school
building needs attention and the sch~ol
ground requires gravelling. That applies
also to the Carlisle school which is in the
Middle Swan area, though many children
from Victoria Park attead it. The rounds
of that school require pravcling, surfacing,
etc.

It is deplorable that suficieent money is
not spent on our schools. The time has
arrived when much of the mioney being
spent on roads should be diverted to educa-
tion. I know the Treasurer is facing the
difficulty of apportioning revenue so that
the various services will receive adequate
attention. Although the Education Vote has
been increased from year to year, unfortun-
ately a large amount is still required for ex-
penditure on the improvement of school
buildings throughout the State, because I
suppose that what applies to the Middle
Swan electorate applies to other electorates.
Considerable sums could be spent on build-
ings and equipment and more up-to-date
sanitary conveniences. Money should be
diverted from the traffic fees and spent on
the best asset the State ha;, namely, its chil-
dren, who will be its future men and women.
Since I entered Parliament 12 years ago
I have beea urging that improvements
should he made to the Bayswater school.
Some improvements have been effected but
a good deal more requires to be done.
About 12 months ago the pround was
gravelled, but, unless it is surfaced, a good
deal of the gravel will be washed away and
the bare sand will again be revealed.
The drainage requires attention as does
the front of the school which is definitely
dangerous. Many children have been hurt
through the corrugations and I hope that
provision wvill be made on the Estimates
for further improvements.

Another matter I have advocated for the
Middle Swan electorate is an extension of.
the tramway system to Salisbury-street.
I have urged that the tram line be extended
to Shnftsbury-avenue, where the road
board has declared a townsite, but I
notied in a report the other day that only

(121

11 chains of extension are to be provided.
I wonder whether the Minister has given
attention to the proposition I discussed
with him and subsequently submitted in
writing! That extension is warranted. A
good deal of development is taking place
at the end of the line and the people are
claiouring for transport facilities. Far-
ther, the line should be duplicated from
Crawford-road to the terminus. In addi-
tion, I consider that the service could be
speeded up by the elimination of many un-
necessary stops, although those using the
tramns may consider some of the stops
necessary. The Beaufort-street service is
one of the best paying lines in the State
and it should receive attention. The people
out that way have no bus transport, al-
though representations have been mnade to
the transport authorities on a number of
occasions for the extension of the bus ser-
vice to that area. In the circumstances, it
devolves upon the tramway authorities to
see that an extension of the tram service
is made.

The time has arrived when there should
be one authority in this State under whose
.jurisdiction all the transport services could
be placed. In that way economy would be
achieved and overlapping would cease.
The best service possible would be avail-
able to the people, and two transport sys-
tems would uot operate side by side. I
hope the extension I have suggested will
be approved and that the Treasurer will
provide funds for the purpose. People
who have had to do a good deal of walk-
ing in that district for many years past
should he given proper transport facilities.

I do not propose to weary the House any
further. I thank members for the patient
hearing they have given me. This is the
last Address-in-reply to which we shall
have an opportunity of speaking before the
elections, and it is fitting perhaps that wve
should take this opportunity to wish each
other the best of luck in the forthcomaing-
contest and to express the hope that we
shall meet again in this Chamber next year.

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly) [5.57]:- I take
this opportunity to offer my congratulations
to the new member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie
(Mr. Kelly). Although he is not exactly a
member of the Country Party, I know we
have his sympathies, and feel sure that we
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can look forward to his hearty co-operation
and support in the passing of measures for
the benefit of the State andi particularly that
section of the people represented by the
Country Party. On account of his extensive
knowledge of his own electorate and of the
State generally, I feel sure that his co-
operation will be of considerable value and
I wish him a lengthy term of offiee in this
House.

I desire to sound a note of warning, On
almost every side at the present time we
hear congratulatory references to the very
bright prospects ahead of the Slate from
an agricultural point of view. While I admit
that the prospects at present are bright, I
would stress the fact that we are by no
means out of the wood. We have had bene-
ficial rain and there is an abundant growth
of different crops throughout the State. On
the other hand] there is little reserve moisture
in the ground, and unless we receive good
rains between now and the end of the sea-

so -h rops may not turn out as well as
we hope. I know that in one part. of the
State 50 per cent. of the crops sown are even
now beyond hope of redemption. The darns
are almost empty and the people in the dis-
trict of which I aiu speaking will begin
carting water nest week. Fortunately, this
experience applies to a very confined area
in the State. However, in the area to which
I refer there was a great water shortage last
year, and I am afraid that unless there is a
heavy downpour of rain-such a downpour
is hardly likely at this period of the year--
the wvater p~osition in that part of the State
will he more acute than it was last year.

I express pleasure at the fact that Par-
hanient has been called together so that we
may ascertain whether it is possible to (111
something more to secure the establishment
of munition works in this State. One can-
not, I think, be struck very favourably by
the work accomplished by the Goverument
in that regard during past months. I fear
that were it not for the pressure brought
to hear onl the Government by outside or-
gunisations, we would not be so far advanced
regarding munition-making as we are to-
day. For some time now we have heard re-
ferences to a report that wvas prepared as a
result of an investigation carried out by a
Commonwealth committee. Much outside
pressure has been brought upon the Gov-
ernment to secure the release of that report
for public information. We trust the report

will be favourable to the interests of West-
ern Australia but, so far as I ami aware, no
indication has been afforded the public as
to what is embodied in it. I wonder if those
who have been pressing for the publication
of the report have some inside knowledge as
to whether the repo4~ is favourable to us or
not. However, I sincerely hope that they
are successful in having the report maide
public, and that as a result there will be in-
creased ]uunition work in Western Australia.

Particularly do I hope that is so regarding
shipbuilding, to which the member for
T'rwinl-Moore (Mr. Berry) made striking re-
f erence. I do not know whether the Govern-
ment has taken any steps to conduct a survey
of'the labour available in the State, and suit-
able for such an undertaking. I imagine-
that would be a necessary preliminary to be
ca1rried out without delay. Various inenbers4
have made the statement during the course
of the current debate that suflicient skilled
labour is not available locally for work of
this description. Such membemrs may have
more accurate information than I possesss
hut 1 have reeived several inquiries from
nien as; to what steps are necessary to secure
emnployment in munition works. As far as
I was able to judge, they appeared to have
the necessary qualifications. It would be ad-
visable for the Government to authorise a
survey of the industrial position, and thus.
asectain exactly what labour is available
and where it is located, so that it could he
secured in the event of munition works being
established.

The Premier: That has been done.
'Mr. SEWARD: I am. pleased to hear

that.
The Premier: Evidence was given before-

the committee on that phase.
Mr. SEWARD: I do not know whether

that evidence has been madie public.
The Minister for Works: It has not been

published.
Mr. SEWARD: However, I am pleased

that survey has been carried out.
The Minister for Labour: The Common-

wealth Government will not allow the cvi.
deuce to be published.

Mr. SEWARD: Is that so?
Hon. C. G. Latham: The Government

has the only copies of the report availablu.

Mr. SEWARD:- I don not know that the
report will be published as a result of the
representations of the Government.

The Premier: Yes, it will!
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Mr. SEWARD: If it is published, the
reason wilt be the activities of organisations
outside this House.

The Minister for Labour: What a nice
man you are!

Mr. SEWARD: I am glad the Mtinister
has returned to his scat, because if some
industries are established, particularly by
private enterprise, the ventures will require
more support than has been accorded, for
instance, to the tobacco industry.

The Premrier: Has the Government done
nothing for that industry?

Mlr. SEWARD: As I understand the
position, Western Australia produces a cer-
tain quantity of tobacco leaf and yet, for
some extraordinary reason, owing to an
edict issued in the Eastern States, a certain
proportion of the loceally-grown tobacco
moast not be manufactured here but has to be
sent to the Eastern States for that purpose.
Despite what wve have heard from the Minis-
ter for Industrial ])evelopment regarding
the State's capabilities for the growing, of
tobaceco, as a result of our lbeing deprived of
so mouch ,C our Output the manufacturing
concern established here wvill not be able to
function to full capacity.

The Mlinister for Labo.ur: Who is respon-
sible for that 9

'Mr. SEWrARD: The Commonwealth Gov-
ertioent! At the same time, T cannot como-
pliment the Minister upon the efforts 6e put
forth to have the locally-grown tobacco
manufactured within the State.

The 'Minister for Labour: Do you know
what a fight we put up with that object in
view?

Mr. SEWARD: To put it crudely, the
Minister failed to lput uip an adequate fight
to retain the work for this State. What is
mrown here should be manufactured here.
He( should have defied the Commonwealth
Government to take the tobacco from West-
CIII A ustralia.

H~on. N. Keenan: A sort of Boston tea..
partY!1

'Mr. SEWARD: The Mfinister should have
1,ut up a determined fight against the Comn-
mnonwealth Government.

The Minister for Labour: What would
You do to prevent the Comniw~ealth from
taking it?

'tr. SEWARD: If the Commonwealth
threaten to put this over Western Australian
indu~stry' , the peole here should object to
that course.

The Minister for Labour What steps do
You suggest should have been taken?

Mr. SEWARD: Sonic years ago a valu-
able industry Awas established in the western
end of my electorate-Inidustrial Extracts
Ltd.-aiid is manufacturing a very useful
article. For some time I have been endea-
vouring- to get the Railway Department to
provide a better railway service on that line
iii order to cope with the traffic.

The Minister for Works: Do you know
whom the Commionwvealth has put in charge
of the tobacco?'

Mr. SEWARD: I am now dealing with
industrial extracts. So far I have been un-
successful in my enideavour to get a better
railway service for the industry. All we
asked for was one train a week or about 50
trains a year. Last year no fewver than 70
special trains had to be ran to cope with the
trnffic, but the running of special trains dloes
not fulfl] the requirements of the industry.
There is only limited time in which to load
the trucks and overtime has to be paid to the
men engaged in loading. The Minister for
Railways kindly consented to visit the dis-
triet recently and, as a result of his repre-
Rentatiens, 1 have every reason to believe
that the improved service wvill be granted.

The Minister for Railways: The matter is
bciiii investigatedi nowv.

Myr. SEWARD: I hope our request will
lie granted. As the Minister observed, this
industry is working in one of the wetter
parts of the district and the task of hauling
the log, into the mill puts a heavy strain on
the roads, a strain far beyond the capacity
of the rad board to meet. Consequently it
will be necessary for the Government to as-
sist the industry by keeping some of the
roads in a proper state of repair. About a
quarter of at million of capital is inivested in
the industry and about 150 men, most of
them niaried, are employed, and as the in-
dustry is located in a country district, it is
worthy of receiving all possible sulpport. I
am sotr( the Minister will bear me out when
I say that from our viewv of the activities,
the, comupaniv has reached the highwater mark
oif eflcieney. The conmpany is well con-
trolled and is a credit to the. directors. The
pro'ducit is one which, but for the activities
,if the coumpany, would remain as waste
timber lying in the bush.

Reference has been made to the recent
meeting of the Loan Council. Iongratu-
late the Premier on the result of the meet-
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ig. I read with great pleasure the fact
that, as all outcome of the work of the
Premier, wve received from the Loan Council
almost the amount of money hie asked for.
I did not derive that pleasure from the
amRount Of money he received because he put
up a reasonable request. Had it not been
reasonable, the Loan Council would not have
granted him as much as it did. However,
there was one aspect of the proceedings that
did not please me so much. The Premier
of Newv South W~ales went to the Loan
Council with a request for a large sum of
money, and our Premier seemed to support
him.

The Premier: The vote in regard to the
reduction of loan money was taken early.

Air. SEWARD: I am referring to the
carrying of the final allocation by the Loan
Council.

The Premier: No, that vote was taken on
the first day.

Mr. SEWARD: That being so, it re-
moves an unfortunate impression that I had
gathered from the report in the Press. It
seemed as though our Premier was sup-
porting what the "West Australian" rightly
termied the preposterous demands of New
Mouth Wales. I ant glad the Premier wab
not doing that. As is well known to mem-
bers, New South W~ales has for years tried
to exercise a dominating inifluence at Loan
Council meetings. New South Wales origin-
ated the idea of asking the Loan Council
to provide money for semi-governmental
authorities as well as for the Government
of the State. New South Wales is a huge
State which has had longer than any other
to develop its resources, a State where the
severity of taxation is not nearly so high
as it is here, and for it to make such de-
mnands at a time like the present was pre-
posterous. I was pleased to read that the
Premier of that State was sent back with
less money than he sought and now has to
revise his budget.

Members have often stressed the absolute
necessity for ensuring that we get full value
for money expended. The only way in
which that can be done is by co-operation
between the various Government depart-
ments. When speaking on the Estimates
lnst year, I1 referred to the rabbit-proof
fence and to the fact that no matter when
one passed through the fence, one always
found the gates open. When I offered that
remark, the Minister for Lands made a note,

though 1 cannot say whether his note had a
bearing on the matter I was dealing with.
At all events, no alteration has taken place
as regards the closing of the gates, and I
feel that the State is really wasting money
in maintaining a patrol along the fence.
Here is another instance of lack of co-
operation between departments. Last year
I had occasion to ask for a school to be
erected on a site within 10 or 15 chains of
an existing gate in the rabbit-proof fence.
A landowner donated the land and I passed
onl the application to the Education Depart-
ment. I pointed out that it would not be
necessary to construct another big gate in
the fence but that a hand gate would be
quite sufficient. There is a Government
reserv-e on the opposite side of the road with
ample trees where horses may be tied up
and with a dam for water supply.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pa..

Mr. SEWARD: At the tea adjournment
I was explaining how, when 1 made applica-
tion for a school to be erected, I had pointed
out to the department that it was not neces-
sary to make another large gate in the
rabbit-proof fence, and that a hand gate
would be quite sufficient. When I next saw
that department, I was informed that the
Department of Agriculture would not for
a moment consider putting another gate in
the fence which wvould be only 15 chains
from an existing gate. On the surface that
seems reasonable, but the existing gate is
situated in the lowest-lying place, quite close
to the dam, with the result that the whole of
that area with the exception of the road
wvhich is built up is under water.

Mr. Cross: What is the idea of another
gate, in any case?

Mr. SEWARD: That was the reason why
we asked for the erection of the school to be
about 15 chains away from the existing
gate. The department would not hear of
it. The school had to be removed down to
the edge of the watery place. A-fter the
school had been erected I went to have a
look at it, and to my amusement I found
that after having caused the school to be
removed to this position, the department
had put another large gate in the rabbit-
proof fence, as well as another large gate
into the school fence and a hand gate as well.
So, having refused to put in one gate, the de-
partment put in three gates. I had ocession
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to go along the other day to speak about a
school which has been on the urgent list of
a department for some time. I had to make
great efforts to get the work done. The
Education Department app~arently fadled to
get in touch with the other department. I
recommend Ministers to see that a little co-
operation is carried on between the depart-
muents, as this would have the effect of con-
s5iderably reducing administration costs.

References have been made in this debate
to petrol rationing. That is, of course, a
Federal matter; it is conducted uinder
Federal authority although we in this State
hove to provide the staff to administer it.
The first thing I want to draw attention to
is that nobody who visits the Liquid Fuel
Control office can come away without any
other feeling than one of disgust at the lack
of arrangements and the congestion existing
in that department. A member of the public
cannot get near the counter. Any commnuni-
cation sent to that office by a consumer in.
variably requires about a month to bring a
reply. I do not know whose fault it is, but
somne inquiry should be made to see whether
that state of affairs cannot be altered.
Whenever I go to the office, I invariably
receive the greatest courtesy from officers.
As regards the assistant secretary, I do not
know of a more over-worked man in the
State. He is trying to do two or three
inen 'a work. That kc not fair. Reeontl 'v I
read that the Leader of the Opposition had
been appointed to the Fuel Control Board,
and I sincerely hope that he will cause in-
quiry to be made into the state of affairs in
that office, with a view to getting a better
s;ystem arranged for. It is essential that
the administrative work of that office should
be smooth and harmonious, because the re-
strictions imposed under the present ration.
ing scheme are naturally distasteful to the
public, and it does not make people any
more pleased with the scheme when they
hare to put up with such delays in the de-
partment.

I wish to draw special attention to the
grossly unfair rationing scheme that obtains
now. Whenever one comes to the city, one
cannot help noticing the number of cars
driven hy petrol around Perth, and by the
number of ears seen coming into the city
between half-past eight and half-past nine
in the morning, most of them carrying only
one or two people. All those cars come

along bus, tram, railway or trolley-bus
routes. Surely when the nation is being
exhorted to be as careful as possible in the
use of petrol, and is being stringently
rationed, those cars might well be left at
home by people going in to business.

Mr. Hughes: Have you ever noticed the
military ears?

Mr. SEWARD:- I shall not spare the
military ears.

M1r. Cross: Those ears may be used for
business in the day time.

Mir. SEWARD: They are parked in the
city. If one walks past the picture palaces
or the theatres, one sees the motors lined
along, and they are not being used for busi-
neCss purposes. By way of contrast, let me
refer to the people in the country, those in
the farming areas more especially, who are
limited to four gallons per month, and many
of whom may he 10 or 15 miles from the
siding. I contend that the restrictions are
not justly imposed from the standpoint of
people in the country. I cast no reflection
on the local Liquid Fuel Board, who have no
say. The rules are drawn up by officials in
the Eastern States. I do hope, however, that
the Leader of the Opposition will make the
niecessary representations to ensure that a

moeequitable distribution of the petrol
rationing burden is brought about. I am
not exempting the military authorities; I
hold that con siderable savings can be made in
that quarter. Travelling along the Great
Southern Railway one sees numerous ears
comingc from No-rtham to Perth, and I amx
sure they are not used on military ser-
vice. Last session I mentioned that
all the mneat and provisions and so forth
for the Northam Camp are carried by motor
and not by rail. Full use should be made of
the service p-TOVirled by the Railway Depart-
muent.

There is another matter I particularly
wish to mention. I happened to go to a
country town two or three weeks ago, and
there I saw five ears in the street, and every
One of those cars was owned or being used
by a commercial traveller. All the ears were
stocked up with samples. Surely those peo-
ple can use the trains provided! They used
them years ago. In fact, if the commercial
travellers did not come into the country at
all, the country would get on -without them.
They should be made to use either producer
gas or the railway service. In another coun-
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try place, I ran into a party of business
men who had spont some lays in that town
;ind also were driven about in a petrol-driven
car. The unfortunate farmer is rationed
dlown to four gallons even if he is situated 10
or 15 mailes froin a railway siding. I hope the
matter will be taken notice of by the Petrol
Board, with a viewr to alterations being
effected.

I do not know whether other members
were in the saiie position as T was, lbut I
feel we are, under a debt of gratitude to the
member for Victoria Park (Mr. Raphael
for mentioning this matter last night. .it
certainly was a great surprise to me to hear
that oil companies in Victoria wvere using
petrol-driveni wagons to trin~lport oil from
Melbourne to Mildura. The member for Vic-
toria Park was out in his estimate of the
distance, 700 miles.

Mr. Marshall: That mnight include the ie-
turn journey'.

Mr. SEWARD): ]t is nothing like that
distance. It is 300 miles at the most. I can
go further: petrol is distributed all over
Victoria by petrol-driven wagons, wvhich is
an extraordinary state of affairs. As mem-
bers will recall, this State, up)on the introduc-
tion of the State Transport Co-ordination
Act, cut (lowan its petrol-driven transport
services, which were in competition with the
railways. I know of men in country dis-
tricts who had built up transport services
to Perth. They were able to do the jo'ITIcy,
which took the Railwvay Department two
dlays, in one day; hut they were put off the
roads without the slightest compensation.
Their business was simply cut away from
them by the Act. But that is not the case
in Victoria, where such businesses v-e still
being carried on; in some cases th,.9 have
built up a substantial goodwill. This State
has niade a big contribution towards the sav-
ing of petrol; and if the injustice-Il so term
it-mentioned by the member for Victoria
Park continues, then this State has a genuine
grievance, against the State of Victoria par-
ticularly. I sincerely hope thme matter will
be taken up by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion in his eaj'aeitv of member of the State
Liquid Fuel Control Board, with a view to
having it rectified.

I noticed witlh pleasure in last weel~s
Press that the Railway' Department has do-
cided to provide a faster service along the
Groat Southern railway by increasing the

number of Diesel car services. We shall have
one IDiesel car each way every day, and a
Diesel car service to Albany two days a
week. This will be most satisfactory.
Members, particularly onl thi;l Side of 11ht
House, have been voicing for ninny sessicni
the urgent necessity for a speeding up of
our railway service so as to bring it lip to
the standard demanded by 1941. 1 was
rather struck by a remark made lby a resi-
dent of the Great Southern district when I
informed him of the departmnCnt' intention.
Ile said the railway, wcre 2,ttcng up)-to-date
by reverting to the tinw table of 109. That
is at fact. We are to get the time table of
1909; that is, of course, with the
addition of the Diesel cars. I bear in
mind that the Albany train has been
running as a mixed train three days a
week. However, whatever time table is
adopted I appreciate thk departmient's no-
tion, which I believe will result in increased
patronage of the railways.

Mr. Watts: What abnut getting the de-
partment to run the tr ains on time?

The Minister for Mine.3: One thin at a
time.

Mr. SEWARD: We wvill go easy; we will
get one thing at a time, as the Minister said.
1 hope the department will bear in mind the
request that I have repeatedly made to put
Diesel cars on the branch lines. Those lines
are not constructed to take fast steam)
passenger services, but they can take
the Diesel cars. If my suggestion is
adopted, the residents along the branch
lines will enjoy a fairly up-to-date
service which will enable themi to reach
Perth onl the same day as; they leave
their homes. I venture the opinion that the
adoption of my suggestion will result in in
creased patronage of those services. As a
matter of fact, I know of no better onpor-
tanity Jpresenting itself to the Railwa3 De-
partieut-witli petrol rationing in force-
to regain some of the traffic that was lost to
it in the years immediately following the
(depressionl of 1930.

Before leaving this subject, I deucre to
refer to a question I asked the Moflster for
Railways a day or two ago, as follows:-

To view of the fact that the Midland Rail-
way' Company has abolished the surcharge of
Is. 6d. per too onl bulk wheat, wvill the Govern-
nient Railway' s also discontinue charging 9d.
per ton oct bulk wheat carried over the Govern-
nent railways? If not, why not?
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The Minister replied as follows:-
No. The additional rate per ton does not rc-

uinhorse the department for the extra cost in-
voived in transporting bulk wheat as comparedl
wvith bagged wheat.
A rather astonisliig admission coming
from the Railway Department! I remind
members that when bulk handlig was in-
troduced both the Goveusment railways
and the 'Midland Railway Co. imposed an
added charge. The 'Midland Co. imposed
anl added charge of Is. OGd. per ton; but, as
I said in my question, the company has
now discontinued that surcharge and is
transporting wheat in bulk at the same
rate as that charged for bagged wheat.
The comnpany explained its reason for
abandoning the surcharge in this way. Thle
company had not had experience of hand-
ling wheat in bulk and consequently (lid
not know what the cost would he, so it fol-
loweul tile ®roverlnent: lead, except, of
course, that the company imposed a higher
rate. The company found from experience
that the extra charge was not justified and
eouiseuently, in fairness to the wheatgrowcr,
it has abolished the surcharge.

A privante company condiuctizi- its opera-
tions at at profit can afford to abolish the
charge, vet the Government railways, which
carryV on continually at a loss, fied it fleces-
sa;.ry to retain the charge. What an extra-
ordinary, position! It bears out evidence
that was givenl to the Royal Commission
onl bulk handling which sat, I think, in 1934.
Evidence given by the representative of
builk handling interests showed that the
extra charge of 9d. per ton was not justi-
fled. It also. bear-s out the contention of
the New South WVales Commissioner of
Railways, who appeared before that Coln-
mission and pointed out. that the New South
Wales railways made no extra charge for
the carriage of bulk wheat, despite the fact
that the department provided the extra
trucks rcquired to transport the hulk
wheat. In this State, as is known, the
wleatg-rower provides the facilities to enable
existing railway stock to carry wheat in
hulk. Not only that, but to enable the
department to carry a futll load of -wheat
in a truck where previously that was not
possible, the wheatgrower provides facili-
ties by way of linings to the trucks. Not-
withstanitding all this, the grower is charged
an extra 9d. per ton. This is grossly uin-
fair and I trust the 'Minister will investi-

gate the mnatter again and as a result ascer-
tamn that the surcharge is no longer
warranted.

When the Bill to amiend the Industries
Assistance Act and to provide for the dis-
tribution of drought relief funds was be-
fore Parliament lost session, members on
this side of the House made every possible
effort to have the money distributed tinder a
special Act and by an authority other than
the Agricultural Bank, preferalyt' of
course by the Rural Relief Trustees. Our
efforts in that respect were nnavailing; the
Government insisted upon the work being
done tinder the amended Industries Assist-
aince Act and subject also to the severe
restrictions imposed by that Act, We were
assured at the time, however, that the Act
would be ad ministeredl sympathetically and
that this regulation or that provision
would not nepcess"arily be imuposed. If we
luad any belief in those promises it dlid not
last very long. In fact, no inconsiderable
amkount of my timec since last session has
been spent; in jonriaeying front the, country
to Perth for the purpose of interviewing
the Bank Commissioners with regard to the
administration of the drought relief funds..

In saying that, I want to miake it perfectly
clear that 1 have never -it any time presumed
to ask the Vunk Commissioners to do somne-
thing, which their Iusiness experience told
themn was not justified. Whens the Agriciil-
tural Bank Royal Commission was taking
evidenceP, I think the statement wats made
that the pracetice was indulged in, but I have
never presumed to do such a thing, because
I hare- too high a regard for the Agricultural
Bank Commissioners. .I have -not the slight-
est doubt that if I were so far to forget my-
self, they, wotild not take very long t0 tell
nie I was exceeding my rights. I may add
that I have never received anything but the
greatest courtesy and assistance from the
Commissioners and bank officers. The
only occasions on which I have ever
interviewed them have been when a farmer
has conic to me and given me particu-
lars of his circumstances, and it ap-
peared to me that he had] a case for assist-
nne. At those times I have gone to the
Bank and set the particulars before the Coin-
mismoners to ensure that they were in posses-
v.ion of all the noesairv details from the
settler's point of view, and I have frequently
found that they did not have all that infor-
miation-why, I do not know. I repeat that I

303
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have never attempted nor would I attempt
to intlimnee the Commissioners against their
better judgment. I simply wanted to ensure
that they had all the particulars of the cascs
in which I was interested

About a week ago I received the names of
three men who submitted ain application for
drought relief as soon as their harvesting
wIVIs finished, about Februar.N or at the very
latest in tim early days of March. They
were granted relief but up to (late have not
received a penny of the money. No wonder
people become discontented when a delay of
six months takes place! T understand they
are clients of an Associated Bank, and that
baink, knowing that assistance had been
granted, and hopling that it would eventually
be forthcoming-, supplied the money for the
farnmers to put in their crops and carry on.
The bank, however, is charging the usual
bank rate of interest I presume, so that,
because of the delay, the farmers are
prevented from getting the benefit of
the cheaper money made available by
the Commonwealth Government. That is
decidedly unfair but is characteristic of
the manner in which this money has been
distributed. The unfortunate way in which
drought relief is being afforded is having a
xerious effect on country districts. Any ob-
server if he takes careful note of what be
sees, when going through country towns, will
find empty honses and a deterioration of
business4 to a much more considerable extent
than can have been occasioned by the war
situation. The reason is that the people are
becoming exasperated with the existing con-
ditions and ore abandoning their farms. I
think a reference to this matter was made
by the president of the Wheat and Wool
Growers' I'nion at its conference yesterday,
a report of which appears in this morning's
paper. The want of policy that has pre-
vailed regarding the administration of
drought relief money has been largely re-
sponsible for the existing state of affairs.

When the Bill was before Parliament last
sesothe Minister explained that, after

havingz given considerable thouzht to the
matter, the Government had decided to make
a few slight alteratioIns to the Industries As-
sistance Act. When T say "slight," I am re-
ferringv to the size of the amiending Bill and
not to the imiportance of the amendments. It
was pointed out that, after the Act had been
amended, the funds would be administered
by regulation. I would like to ask the

Minister whether those regulations have been
adopted or gazetted and, if so, why they
have ntot been laidI on the Table of the
H~ouse? It is g-ossly unfair to the farmers.
Itf the Mlinister were to go to the batik to
borrow mnoney for any purpose, the first
thing hev would want to know would be thie
conditions tinder whic!h it would be made
availahie. Farmers are no different front
the Minister. They do not want one policy
operating today, another tomorrow and a
third next wveek; but that is what has been
going onl sine the introduction of that mea-
sure. Tn the early stages of the operation
of the measure last -March, the Agricultural
Bank insisted that before a man received any
assistance, lie must mortgage up to the bilt
every asset lie had. If he did not, he was
not eligoible for assistance. That was subse-
quently altered, In some instances the eon-
~litioti was watived; in Others it was not. A
certain policy should govern these matter,;.
We wvere, told when the Bill wats before the
Hlouse' that there wonl b( e a policy, but
there ha-i not been.

Then there is the vexed question Of the
surrendering of wheat certificates, especially
by those farmers who have paid off their
statutory liens to the banks. The other day
T asked the following question on that sub-
ject:-

H4ave instructions been issued by the bead
office of the Agricultural Bank to branch

ranngers(a)tha9t wheat certificates for sea-
son 19)40-41 held by Agricultural Bank clients
whio have received assistance from drought re-
lief funt's mnust be surrendered to the Bank
regardless of whether a client has paid its
statutory claims or not, and that the proceeds
of such whevat dividends will be used to repay
drought relief advances?

The answer I got was that that was not so.
I think I am perfectly justified in making a
protest, because that question was not
answered correctly. I do not say that the
Minister knowingly gave me an incorrect
answer but he was not supplied with the
correct reply to give to this House.

TPhe 'Minister for Lands: It was a direct

answer to your question, as you will see if
you read thle question.

Mr. SEWARD: Technically, I suppose,
the Minister can get out of it that way, be-
cause lie could say that the money is not
used in the reduction of drought relief ad-
va nees.
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The Minister for Lands: I am not getting
out of it. The reply was to the question
yot' asked.

Mr. SEWVARD: The fact remains that a
return of wheat certificates is being de-
manded.

The Mdinister for Lands: Not for the
purpose you submitted in your question.

Mr. SEWARD: When the farmer has re-
ceived the money, the Bank has demanded
it back. That is at variance with the prac-
tice of the Associated flanks. I think the
Minister stated that when the advances were
niade it was not possible to appraise the
value of the wheat crop. But since then it
has been possible to do it and the Agri-
cultural Bank is claiming that money re-
g-ardless of whether the statutory claims
have been met or not. In the ease of
the Associated Banks that money has been
made available to the farmers. It is
not a great deal; the dividend does not
amount to much per bushel, but it gives the
farmer a little to use on repairs or on other
facilities for the farm or for the purchase
of something about the house that might be
necessary.

I aked auother question-
If Question No. I is answvered in the nega-

t i e--
that is, the question relating to instructions
issued to branch managers--

-what instructions relative to the miatters
mentioned in that question have been issued by
head office of the Agricultural Boonk!

I know some instructions have been issued,
although the Minister says they have not.
The answer to the question was "No." I take
it the Minister meant that no instructions had
been issued. It is high time uniform instruc-
tions were issued and that the clients of the
Bank knew exactly what were the terms under
which they received this money. I draw the
attention of the Minister to the fact that
so far I have not seen any publication of
the rate of interest farmers are being
charged, although when a similar Bill wvas
passed by the Victorian Parliament, to make
possible the distribution of Victoria's share
of this money, the rate of interest was
quoted at 1/s per cent. If Victoria could
quote a rate of interest, surely our Govern-
nient should be open euough to state what
rate of interest the people of Western Aus-
tralia are going to be charged! The whole
matter is enshrouded in mystery and farmers
do not know where they are. The result is

members have to ask questions in Parlia-
ment to try to drag from the department
some idea of the conditions affecting this
Money. That is not fair to the farmers or to
US.

Another matter I wish to mention has
reference to the position that arose regard-
ing- the supply of chaff to the Government
last year. Members will remember the
winter was characterised by an abnormally
small rainfall. About last September, the
Minister for Agriculture wisely caused a
survey to be made of the prospects in the
State. At the same time members of the
Country Party conducted an extensive tour
throughout the rural areas to ascertain the
position for themselves. The Minister
found his fears were well grounded and
that it was extremely likely the State would
experience difficulty in securing its chaff
requirements. Consequently he appealed
to the farmers to cut hay wherever their
crops were suitable for that purpose. He
wvas wise in making that appeal.

Mr. Warner: We asked him to do it.
Mr. SEWARD: Yes, bitt I think the Min-

ister took action while we were actually
onl tour. At the same time, an order was
issued setting out that the maximum price
for chaff would be £8 a ton at sidings on
a freight of 23s. That mneant that under
existing conditions the cutting of hay pro-
inised more favourable returns, with the
result that a fair quantity of hay was cut.
However the appeal was madie to the
farners, who responded as they always do
when such requests are put to them. In
due course the Agricultural Bank authori-
ties, again wisely, went to the country and
purchased their requirements at about £6
a ton at tile sidings, which worked out at
about £3 10s. to £4 in the stack. As
the Minister pointed out when he made the
appeal, even from the business point of
view, the farmers would be recompensed
by cutting for hay rather than stripping
thir crops, because few, people anticipated
that t 'he price for wheat would be 3s. a
bushel.

For the benefit of members who may
not be conversant with the procedure, I
may explain that the farmer does not have
very much time in which to decide to cut
for hay or to strip his crop. The crop may
be ready for cutting for hay today, but in
a week's time it will have gone beyond that
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stage and miust be stripped. Thus tarners
have to make up their minds rather hur-
riedly. Many responded to the national
call and cut for hay. As I have pointed
out, the Agricultural Bank officials went
out and purchased their requiremelits.
-Nat urally they purchased As conveniently
;Is, possible in order to facilitate chaff-cutting
arrangements. Hray-cutting is not carried
out simultaneously in the various districts.
For instance, Along the Midland line this
is done amch earlier than in the Northam
aind York districts, where, in turn, cutting
is done earlier than in the Great Southern
districts,. Thus many farmers were busily
engaged in rutting their hay when the Agri-
rultural Bank officials had already secured
alt their requirements. The result was that
somec of the farmers who had to cut their
bay later than others in the earlier areas,
could not obtain a quote of more than £2 a
ton for their output. In anny instances not
even that price could be obtained.

Naturally those farmers thought-their
helief was certainly well grounded-that
they had been let down. They Appealed to
the 0overnment to subsidise them for the
diffePrence between the price at which they
were told chaff would be bought aind that
ait which they had actually sold. In those
(ircumstances the (Joverninent might have
been called upon to subsidise them at a
rate of £1 5s. per ton. In some instances
the farmers did not require the money
itumiedititely and they decided to hold on to
their hay in the expectation that genuine
buyers would be secured at the original
lprice. They bad a perfect right to do so
in view of what they thought was the re-
sponsihility of the Government. If ever

aconfidence trick was played on the
farmers it was at this stage. The Govern-
mnt made a magnanimous offer to those
who had cut hay that could not be sold.
Certain farmers had cut hay and could
have sold it at the price offered by the
Government, namtely, £6 at the siding.
They refused to do so, hoping to secure a
higher return.

The Minister for Lands: There were
'dozens of them.

Mr. SEWARD: They were grasping, and
I have nothing to say in support of them.

The Minister for Lands: That applied to
whole districts.

.1ir. NEWVA1D: I do not support their
Attitude. There were, however, some wh&,
had cut hay' in response to the M1inister'.,
Appeal, And after the Agricultural Bank
had secured its requirements, could not sell
their stocks. Many were tractor farmers
And did not usually cut Any hay. Today
soni or them have upwards of 80 tons lying
in the stack unsold. The Glovernment said,
"All right ; if' that hasy is stacked, thatchedl,
proteeted by a fence and insured and is not
sttbjt't to ZLIy encumbrances or liens, we
will lend you tip to £1 5s. aI ton for f.a.q.
cliaff." I do not think many farmers have
suchi stacks entirely free of encumbrances
andI(, therefore, practically all the farmers
wereV( excluded fromt participation in that
offer! 3.any of them ent hay on the strength
of the promise of £:3 1OsQ. at ton, and yet found
they could not get X2 a ton for their out-
put. Then again many of these farmers
did not wvish for a loan such as the Govern-
ment offered. They aterely wished to have
the advantage of the promise of a return
that '-voulcl be the equivalent of £3 10s. in
the stack. Those fariners had a perfectly
leg-itimate claim against the Government,
and it does not redlound to the credlit. of the
Adniniistration that they should miake such
an offer ats that which I have mentioned.

Should ever ain a, ppeal he iuade again to the
farmers to cut hay under the circumstances
1 have outlined, the oer would have to be
signed on the dlotted line 'by the Govern.
mieat's representatives before I would advise
farmlers to respond. InI this instance they'
,were grossly Inuisld and] forced into a most
unfir position. Almost anywhere through-
out the rural areas, hay that remains un-
sold can be seen on the farms. I was rather
surprised to read a letter that appeared ia
the "West Australian" recently dealing with
the hay position. I cannot vouch for the
accuracy of the statements contained in the
letter, but no contradiction has yet appeared.
The letter was froin a correspondent in 'Mu-
ing and read-

Y'our l'arliamenjtaILV report of the 6Ithi instant
qjuotes Mr. G. 13. Wood, ML.C., as saying thtt
the farmners were entitled to zimore th~an the
Governmient advance of l 15o. per tani an
hay cut last year in responmc to the appeal of
Mr. W~ise As 'Minister for Agriculture.

That statemnent is not correct, bieause the
advance w;as to be 91 5s. a ton.

Avtall y, thughi thle (loremuneut advance is
statedl to lie at the rate of 2.5s., this is paid
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only oni 75 per cent, of the total eligible tn-
iiage, SI, that the actusal advance to farmers is
less tban £1 per ton.

That represents another restriction. I do
not kno1w whether the statements contained
in the letter are correct, but they have not
been contradicted. Farmers wvill certainly
be justified in the event of any future appeal
if they insist upon the Government's repre-
sentative signing on the dotted line before
they agree to comply. I could say some-
thing, about the mnethods employed in pur-
cliasing the hay, but I shall do so at a
later stage when we are considering the
Estimates. I have one instance regarding a
man who was faced with a large loss because
lhe was encouraged to cut bay that after-
wards was not purchased.

The only other matter to which I desire to
refer has relation to remarks made by the
member for Brownhililvanhoe (Mr. F. C. L.
Smith) last night. The hon. member showed
that lie is still living in the suburb where
retired farmiers live, that is those who sold
out their properties to advantage. Ile took
it upon himself to justify the alleged aboli-
tion of the financial emergency tax. In-
cidentally, I happened to meet a young man
in one of the banks today and he pointed
out how his daughter, who has a position in
an of lice, paid 5s. to 7s. in State taxation
last year whereas this year she had to pay
something like £C5. He was interested to
know howv to account for such a huge in-
crease. I replied, "'We told you it was
taking place but you look no notice."

Mr. Rodoreda: She must have been single.

Mr. SEWARD: The member for Brown-
hill-Ivanhoe reminded us of all the taxes
that have been taken off, but I want to
recall one to his mind because an instance
of it was brought uinder my notice last week.
A relief worker came to inc and said, "I
am still hainginig out; I am not paying that
25s. for the union ticket." It is a most
iniquitous attitude for the Government to
adopt that, before a man can participate in
the taxpayers' money by way of relief work.
lie milst pay 25s. and join a union. It is
wonderful how generous we can be with
other people's money.

31r. Withers: There is nothing political
about it.

Mr. SEWARD: it is political and nothing
else. After the speech delivered last night,
I desired to recall that incident in order to
complete the story. This relief worker has

so far succeeded in defying the representa-
five of the union by refusing to take out a
ticket, and I hope others will follow suit.

Mr. Doney: Is he still in his job?
Mr. SEWARD: Yes, and the House will

hear fronm in if he loses it.
Mr. Withers: They do not have their duci

collected by their employers.
Mr. SEWARD: I am not conversant

with all the little intricacies of the Labour
movement lint I will accept the hon. mem-
ber's statement.

MR. HUGHES (East Perth) [8.12]: I
amn afraid I shall have to limit my remarks
tonight to a couple of hours. As a rule I
dto not talk parish-pump lpolitics, but my
electorate is one of a number of districts
engag~ed in the most important primary in-
dustry in the State, one about which we
should all be more concerned, and I feel that
the Government has been very negligent in
not providing facilities for its care and
mnaintenance. I had occasion to catch a No.
34 tram running from Stirl ing-street to
Lord-street and I saw a young couple who
obviously had their first baby. On the fooit-
path there was at leranlbuilator. I inquired
to ascertain what the vehicle was, because
these things arc becoming novelties. Before
the tramn started the conductor asked who
owned the peramnbulator, and the young
woman acknowledged it was hers. The con-
ductor said, "I am sorry but there are two
prams on the front and you will have to get
off." She, her husband and baby had to get
off. A few days later I was on the Beau-
fort-street line and at the cornier of Money-
street a young woman with at baby and
pusher attempted to get on, and she was
told she could not be taken. In that case
I could see no reason whatever for not tak-
ing- her because there were only about 10
people in the tram, which had accommoda-
tion for about 50 or 60, and it seemed to me
that the pram could have been put in the
rear where the conductor was. At about 3.30
p.m. yesterday, when I was coming to the
House, I saw at the corner of William and
Hay streets two young women with prams
and babies and they were compelled to stand
by while the tram went on.

I suppose one of the greatest disabilities
suffered by this nation is the one-child
woman, but if we are going to penalise
young women in this way when they have
their first child, we shall not be ceouragig
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them to have a second or third child. I make
no pretensions to any engineering skill, but
I had a look at a couple of trains today and
commend to the Minister a suggestion I am
about to make. From the wheelbase to the
glass of a train there is a space of 3 f t. or
4 ft. where a light is carried to show that
the tram is approaching. At the rear of the
tram this serves no purpose except to show
a red light at night. It should be a simple
matter to hang on the back of a tram a
bracket from which a carrier could be
suspended that would drop when required to
hold prams, and fold uip i~hen not required
for that purpose. If it were madie of mesh
such as cyclone wire, it would not matter
whether it was 4 in. or 6 in. mesh, it -would
hold three or four prams, and a circular
hole could be made so that when folded it
would not obscure the light. I cannot see
that such a device would in any way dimin-
ish the utility of the light displayed as a
warning to vehicles overtaking the tram.
Such a carrier made of light material could
be fixed ou the back of each tram and would
take three or four or more pramns. If there
was any objection to this device or some-
thing was necessary to supplement it, a
bracket could be fixed on the side aind a.
couple of metal crossbars arranged to pro-
tect the glass from injury by the prams.
We ought to encourage local production in
this industry and not penalise it. I cannot
imagine that to provide accommodation for
five or six prams on each train is beyond
the engineering skill of the men attached to
the Tramway Department. I suppose other
people have noticed what I have described,
and I suggest that the Mlinister would be
doing good service to a section of the com-
munity if he made provision as I have sug-
gested or in some other way.

The Minister for Railways: We are
anxious to give all possible facilities.

Mr. HUGHES: I feel sure the Minister
will do something. In wet weather it is very
hard for a young woman, who has come to
town with a pram. or pusher, to he left
standing on the kerb while two or three
trains pass by without facilities for taking
her. it is, usually, of course, those in the
lower income groups, for persons in the
higher income groups as a rute have cars.

I make another appeal to the Minister for
Justice, even if it does not find a responsive
ear in thme House. Over 17 years ago a mur-
der was committed in this city, and a young

fellow named] Auburn, 21 years of age, was
sent to prison for what is called the term of
his natural life. At the time I protested
against that convict-period sentence. In the
old convict dlays of Tasmania a life sentence
was 20 years, but when Auburn was sen-
tenced a revision was made of the regula-
tions and the sentence "for the term of his
natural life" was re-established.

Mr. Raphael: It was an unjust thing to
do, for one mann!

Mr. HUGHES: We have gone further
now, The Men zies Government hats beaten
that by establishing punishment for any
teirm whatsoever. Under regulations promul-
gated by the Mfenzies Government, a man
can be sentenced for a term extending be-
yond his natural life, although no means of
enforcement are provided. It is hard to
imagine a person so silly as to draw regula -
tions providing for ank indefinite term of in,
prisonment. I do not think it necessary N.
go into the righits and wrongs of the Auburn
case. The man had a 28-day trial; hie was
convicted of murder, the worst crime in the
criminal calendar; lie was sentenced to
death, but on the jury's recomimendation that
sentence wats commuted to life imprison-
mecnt. The regulations, however, had been
altered, and he was given the sentence in
terms that have come down from the old
convict days. He has now served in prison
16 years, and 16 years is a long- term to
serve, irrespective of what a man has done.

Mr. Raphael: He was convicted on cir-
eumstantial eviden ce, too!

Mr. HUSTLES: Such evidence affords
perhaps stronger proof of guilt than person-
al cvidenee, because witnesses can tell lies,
whereas circumstances very seldom do. But
that is not the point at issue. For the crime
that this mran committed he has served 10
years' imp~risonment. I suggest that it would
be better to execute a mnan than to cause him
to serve 25 or 30 Years' imprisonment. After
all is said and donie, Auburn did have this in
his favour, that he was young, cud this fact
was taken into consideration by the jury.

During his imprisonment he has learnt
one or two trades at Fremantle. I under-
stand that if released he will have work to
go to, employment outside Western Aus-
tralia, and thus will be afforded an oppor-
tnnity to make a living and A fresh start be-
yond the borders of this State. It was
rightly said, ait the time, that it was a terrible
thing to deprive a woman of hier buts-
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band and a child of its father. Bitt time is
a great healer.

Mr. Marshall: There was not any child.
Mr. HUGHES: Time has healed one

wound. The widow was re-miarried, and em-
harked on a new life some years ago. It
appears to me that the ends of justice have
been served. If there were any danger of
this man committing another crime, then of
course it would not he in the public interest,
it would be unsafe to let him he at large.
But prison is 110 place for a man who is in
that state of mind; there is another place
for him. Unfortunately the nature of tile
crime has frightened people off pleading for
the man. It is not the kind of affair that
wants to be stirred up. I say quite candidly
that Auburn maintains to this day that he
is innocent of the crime. I have informed
him that that plea is of no use, because, in-
nocent or not, he had a trial and the jury
found him guilty; and any Government con-
sidering the ease must start from the pre-
mise that Auburn was found guilty. After
all, only a small percentage of the people in
gaol ought to be there. I am sympathetic
towards the wrongdoer. When I first studied
the Criminal Code and went through para-
graph after paragraph deseribing in all 700
or 800 transg-ressions and all the things for
which one could be put in gaol, it made mue
quite nervous. No matter what crime a man
has commnitted, 16 years' imprisonment is a
long- term. Had Auburn been sentenced to
the ordinary terma of 20 years which con-
stitutes the life sentence, he would have
had? to serve 15 years less the remissions
for certain things such as the accession of
King George and one or two other remnis-
sions -which all prisoners receive. In that
case he would have been released some
time ago. I appeal to the Minister for
Justice on behalf of one forgotten man. I
appeal to the Minister to give that man
the chance to make a new start in life. He
is flow approaching 40 years of age.
Sixteen years in prison has not improved
him. I ask the Minister for Justice to
reconsider the case and see. whether he
cannot give the man a chance to leave
Western Australia and start life again.

On public works there is a system of
biring motor trucks, rather than the Gov-
ermnent owning the trucks. Trucks are
hired, and if I am to believe what was told
to me during the week the Government is
losing money in every way by the system.

A man who has a truck hired to the Gov-
ernment wvas receiving 35s. per day for
its hire, in addition to which he was paid
the normal wages as a truck driver. He
not only suggested, but swore ion oath,
that after making allowance for petrol, re-
placement of tyres, insurance, license and
a specially liberal allowance for deprecia-
tion, the total cost of running the truck
was 15s. 6d. a day. So he made a clear
profit of 19s. 6d. per day on the hire of
the truck to the Government, or approxi-
mately 130 per cent. or 140 per cent. on his
inv-estment. The truck, which could be
purchased for £170, was at the end of six
months more valuable by reason of the
shortage of trucks owing to the war. Such
a truck could be completely paid for by the
Government out of the profits made in six
months, and then it would be wvorth frona
f131 to £140. 1 am not in a position to
vouch for the accuracy of the statement,
but it was swvorn to on oath, and the man
was quite specific in saying that 15s. 6d. a
day w~as the maximum cost of running the
truck for which he received 35s. a day.
If that is so, the Public Works Depart-
ment must be simply throwing- away money.

Mr. J, H. Smith: Do not those trucks
cost about £5001

Mr. HUGHES: They cost £500 new, hut
there is less depreciation when new than
when'they are old. The Public Works De-
partment mnust have money to burn.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: Was anything paid
to the driver?

7Mr. HUGHES: H1e got his wages accord-
ing to tile Arbitration Court award, in ad-
dition to the 35s. per day.

The Minister for Works: Could you sup-
ply the namne of the man? The department
does not hire trucks if it can possibly avoid
doing so. The department has its own
trucks, hut where it has to pay, it pays the
ruling rate.

Mr. HUGHES: I will give the Minister
the name and let him have the statement.
Quite frankly, I was somewhat sceptical
about it when it was made.

The Minister for Works: I still am!
MAlr. H-UGHES: I am not vouching for

the accuracy of the statement. Neverthe-
ls, it was sworn to.
The Minister for Works: We wi)? get a

refund from that man.
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M1r. HUGHES: I was extremely in-
terested in the speech of the member for
Brown Hill-Ivanhoe (Mr. F. C. L. Smith).
Ini a very forceful way, he castigated per-
son-, who criticised members of Parliament
or did anything to prejudice our democ-
racy. I draw his attention to the fact,
however, that this Chamber is not demo-
cratically elected. We have not a democ-
racy in Western Australia because, as has
been frequently and rightly said by mem-
hers on the other side of the House, the
Upper Chamber is elected on an exceed-
ingly restricted franchise. No matter what
thbe (tovernment may do or say, no matter
what legislation it passes, the determining
factor is the Legislative Council. However,
I amn quite convinced the Government
wvould not interfere, even if it could, with
thle Legislative Council. It has been the
(loveramnent 's sheet anchor for years.

The Minister for Mines: Try us!

Mr. HUGHES: The Minister is not the
Government, I ant. sorry to say. This
House is not elected on a democratic basis,
either. If anything, the basis is worse than
that of the Legislative Council. As the
member for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe said, the
only basis should be an adult vote. But it
is only democratic when each adult's vote
is given the same weight. In this Chamber
we have the extraordinary position that ten
or eleven votesz in the metropolitan area are
equal to only one( vote in some other parts
of thle State. Sonic of the metropolitan
constitupecs have electori equal to four
or five seats outside the metropolitan area.
There is certainly nothing democratic about
a Parliament where one person has the
same voting strength as have eleven others.
The voting system for the Legislative
Assemrbly is muceh worse than is the system
for the Legislative Council. That does not
appear to worry the menmher for Brown
lHill-Ivanhoe.

The Premier: The Legislative Assembly
is not worse off in that respect than is
the Legi-Iative Council.

Mr. HWGHES:- Both Houses are in a had
state. After n1l, the position in this Houise
could hle remedied, as it has the power to
give each elector one vote; one man, one
vote.

Mr. Wilson: You midght be given a
chance this year.

Mr. IIUG-HES: Let thle Government
bring its Bill down and I shall give my vote
on its merits. It should have been brought
down last week anid the Government's posi-
tion would have been more secure, What I
think was extremely ungrateful on thle part
of the mnember for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe was
his attack on the Opposition. The Govern-
ment ought to be grateful to the Opposition.
f have never known of a Government whose
strength rested more in the Opposition. The
member for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe does not
like the Opposition because it stands for law
enforcement. He gave us a dissertation on
what an Opposition should he. He does not
stand for an Opposition believing in, lnxv en-
forcement. He does not believe in law en-
forcement, nor does he believe in non-
enforcement of the law. What he believes
is-that the law should be enforced with dis-
cretion; that is, some people should be prose-
cuted and somne should not, which is the ;vay
the law is enforced in Western Australia
today. Only last week a case in point was
brought under my notice. A manl had opened
a starting-price betting shop in Mt. Haw-
thorn.

Mr. Withers: Not another one, surely?
Mr, HUGRES: The day he opened his

shop hie was raided without warning.
Mr. MArshall; Without warningi
Mlr. Ill tilES: Without warning!
Mrli. Marshaill: rfhat is an offence!
Mr. IIU(H1ES: It is at breach of the con-

stitutional convention. He was raided with.-
out any warning whatever and fined £75.

Mr. Marshall: That is a greater offence.
Mr. 11CC lES: le was raided again the

following Saturdaly night for betting in the
street and was fined V 10g. Six weeks later
hie was raided once more; two men were
taken from his shopm, one of whom was finedl
£75 nod the other £30. That isi all right, I
suppose, if we are to have law enforcement;
but fifty yards away there is another betting
shop, which had not been raided for about
1:3 weksoS one shop is rattled four times,
in seven weeks and two men are taken on tho
second raid, wheras a Shop) 50 Yards away
has it-, imnmunity of 13 weeks. I do not sug-
gest that the police should raid anyone for
starting-price betting. It should be a ques-
tion either of the enforcement or the non-
enforcement of the law, and as I have said
repeatedly on the platform ad in this
House, it is just as much an offence for a.
bookmaker to bet on the racecourse, as it
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is for starting-price bookmakers to bet in
Perth and elsewhere.

Mr. Marshall: Quite right!
Mr. HUGHES: There should he an atti-

tude of consistency. The Government should
say, "As far as starting-price betting is con-
cerned, we are not going to enforce the law
at all." This system of throwing the re-
sponsibility on to some police officer to say
whether the law shall be enforced or not,
leads to all sorts of repercussions. Here is
a man who was iprosecuted four times in
seven weeks.

Mr. Withers: Did he pay his flue out of
his profits?

Mr. HUGHES: The only conclusion that
man can come to-and I say it is a logical
conclusion-is that the other shop is under
protection. He has been prosecuted to keep
him out of competition with the other shop.
There is no other logical explanation. There
is a sort of convention that once in 13 weeks
a raid comes, and the bookmakers are given
proper warning.

Mr. Marshall: That is all right.
Mr. HUGHES: Yes, they get proper

warning, and that is fair enough. But why
is a sudden raid made oti one man; why
does he, as they say in the vernacular, "go
off" four times in seven weeks? If it is not
to protect his competitor from opposition,
what is it for? We hare now apparently
established not only that smne people may
function in this business but apparently also
that the forces of law are being used to cover
monopolies in an unlawful occupation. It
has its humorous aspect. I think this is worth
recording in "Hansard."1 On Monday week a
man was charged in the Perth Police Court
with having kept a common gaming house, a
criminal offence for which he could be sent to
prison for three years. A detective gave
evidence. He produced in Court the instru-
nents of the crime, the betting books, the

corpus delicti. The man was fined £73.
Half an hour later that detective went into
the passage and returned to the criminal the
instruments with which he had committed
his crime, in order that he could commit an-
other one on the following Saturday. That
is grossly unfair from this point of view: if
a man is charged with burglary and is
caught in possession of a jemmy and the
other instruments of this ancient and ignoble
trade, the police seize the instruments,
and if he is convicted they retain them.

Why does not the burglar get back his
jemmiy and other instruments of crime?

Mr. Withers: They do not even auctiot
therm at the police sale!'

Air. HUGHES: No, they keep them in.
the police museum. Surely we have reached
a ludicrous state of affairs when a man who-
has been arrested and convicted can have
his instruments of crime handed back to him
so that he can carry on and he available for-
another raid when his next turn comes.
a-round in 13 weeks' time! It demonstrates
that a happy spirit exists amongst the police
and the criminals. It shows a commendable-
spirit of co-operation in keeping the indus-
try going, but from the point of view of the
Police Force it is deplorable.

Mr. Marshall: I'il say it is!I
Mr. HUGHES: You cannot expect a

young police officer to get the right spirit.
regarding his job if he is trained to know
that certain people are immune from prose-
cution by the law and that certain people,
have to be prosecuted, and that when men
commit crimes they are, after convictionr
able to receive back the facilities for com-
mitting further crime. The inevitable con-
sequence is that the young police officer says.
to himself, "Somebody high up must he get-
ting well paid for this," and after a while-
he adds, "Why should I not get something-
too? If somebody in high authority is get-
ting paid, what is wrong with my taking a.
little on my own account?" I suggest to the
Government that it would be much better
to declare that it does not propose to en-
force Section 210 of the Criminal Code; to
say, "We will not prosecute anybody rather
than have this farcical state of law exist-
ing." Unfortunately, this Government is not
the only offender in this direction. I saw
some questions on the notice paper asked by
the member for Guildford-Midland (Hon.
W. D. Johnson). I did not exactly catch
the answer.

Mr. Raphael: It was "yes"~ or "no."~
Mr. HUGHES:- I do not know whether it

is permissible for a private member to amp-
lily an answer given by a Minister. I take
it that if such a procedure is irregular, you,
Mr. Speaker, will not permit me to proceed.
l think I could have answered the hon. mem-
ber's questions if he had asked me.

Mr. Marshall: I will go and get him.
Mr. HUGHES: The hon. member can

tell him. I noticed that the member for
Guildford-Midland asked whether the Texa-
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tion Department officers raided the home of
Senator E. B. Johnston. They did. They
raided his home and seized private papers
from his safe, and that was done in cul-
mination of an investigation lasting over 18
months. The second question asked was
whether the visit had any connection with
State revenue as affected by the Senator's
taxation liabilities. It did!I It was the se-
quel to 18 months' investigation into exten-
-sive, clever evasion of taxation by Senator
E. B. Johnston.

The Premier: You are finding him guilty
before he is tried.

Mr. HUGHES: He is not going to be
tried.

The Premier: Is he not?
Mr. HUGHES: Is he?
ThePremier: Ab I Hook, line and sinker!
Mr. HUGHES: I do not think he will

be. As a matter of factP I think it is fairly
common knowledge that he has paid up and
that there is to be no prosecution. I think
it is quite wvell known; it is a matter of
common knowledge. T think the reason he is
not to be prosecutcd is also a matter of
-common knowledge. The final question
was--

Did the investigations disclose any breach of
the taxation laws, and if so, will action be
takeit?

As is probably well known to people besides
myself, what was involved -was a compre-
hensive, long-extending arrangement for tax
evasion. Not only did the investigation dis-
close that the honourable Senator had
evaded taxation, hut that he had defrauded
some of his partners in his nefarious hotel
transactions.

Hon. C. G. Latham: How did you get all
this information!

Mr. HUGHES: I have it.
The Premier: No, the hon. member is fish-

ing.
Hon. C. 0. Latham: He seems to indicate

he has some foundation for his remarks.
The Premier: No. He was not in the

House when the reply to the question was
given.

Mr. HUGHES: The Leader of the Oppo-
sition need not worry about the foundation
for my statements because I have the infor-
mation direct from one who was examined
bv the Taxation Department, and to whom
it was disclosed the honourable Senator had
defrauded. There is no doubt about my
information, nor yet about its source. If the

Leader of the Opposition doubts my testi-
miony, why not move for the appointment of
a select committee to investigate the matter
and ascertain whether I am wrong in my
statements. If he has any doubt and will
take the course I suggest, 1 will write out
now an apology and a withdrawal of my
statements, and band it to the Leader of the
Opposition under seal. He can read it to
the House--

Hon. C. 0. Latbam: A very poor recom-
pense after ruining a man's reputation.

Mr. Marshall: What reputation?
Hon. C. G. Latham: You know that is so.
Mr. Marshall: I know of one case in

which a claim for damages was made and
the judge awarded a farthing.

Mr. HUGHES: At any rate, I make that
offer to the Leader of the Opposition. When
that hon. member can honestly come to the
House and say there was no foundation for
my statement, he can read my apology and
broadcast it to the world. Of course, the
Leader of the Opposition knows that what
I say is correct.

Ho0n. C. 0. Latham; I do not, and I will
not allow you to implicate me, as you have
implicated your friend.

Mr. HUGHES: Very well
The Premier: The Leader of the Opposi-

tion should certainly not allow that, other-
wise the member for East Perth will go out
and say, "I made the statement on the
floor of the House and the Leader of the
Opposition did not deny it."

Mr. HUGHES: I do not regard it as the
business of the Leader of the Opposition to
be the public defender of all associated with
the Country Party or the Opposition gen-
erully.

Hon. C. G. Latham. Nor yet of the
accuser, I hope.

Mir. HUGHES:- I do not want the hon.
member to defend me. If he thinks there is
any doubt about what I have said, I re-
mind him that I have said plenty on the
public platform. Of course, there is a rea-
son why Senator E. B. Johnston will not be
prosecuted. The reason is powerful and
political. It would be very awkward for
the Federal Government if Senator John-
ston were prosecuted for tax evasion. He
might be convicted and sentenced to two
years' imprisonment, and then the Govern-
ment's9 majority in the Senate would be
lost.
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Ron. C. G. Lathamn: No, it would not be
lost.

Mr. HUGHES: Of course it would.
Hon. C. G. Latham: Certainly not!
Mr. HUGHES: But that should not stop

the State Government from instituting Pro-
ceedings agaist Senator Johnston. If the
Premier considers that tax evasion has
taken place, he can institute proceedings.
For my part I do not want to see anyone
prosecuted. Nevertheless, what I regard as
grossly unfair is that every day in the week
prosecutions are launched against taxpayers
for minor offences, in which not £2 is in-
volved. Perhaps, although taxable they have
not furnished returns. Such people are fined
various amounts. On the other hand we
find that a man holding a high position has
systematically evaded taxation for years,
put in false returns, and resorted to all the
expedients under the sun to evade prosecu-
tion. We find that after 18 months of close
investigation, in which the evasion is estab-
fished clearly, the offender goes scot free.
The small fry guilty of evasion does not
escape. Why prosecute the little fellow and
let the big fellow off?7

I know of one instance in which a mem-
ber of this Chamber was fined £50 for not
furnishing a return. He did not make any
noise about it. He said, "I did not put my
return in; I will pay up and say nothing
about it." That man had no intention of
evading taxation and his action was merely
due to an oversight. To me it is a terrible
thing that this particular gentleman to wvhomn
I have referred can go soot free, while the
small man is prosecuted. It seems to me
that it amounts to a convention of our sys-
tem today, that if a person has high politi-
cal protection, irrespective of the party he
belongs to, he is immune.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That is a serious
statement to make.

The Premier: I do not believe in finding
a man guilty before he has been tried.

Mr. HUGHES: But this muan is not going
to be tried.

The Premier: You say that. You keep on
chipping at me and I may tell you some-
thing.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order I
The Premier: But I do not think T will.
Mr. HUGHES: Anything the Premier

tells me I will accept without prejudice.
The member for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe (Air. F.
C. L. Smith) accused the Opposition of

"cashing-in on confusion." That was a fine
piece of alliteration, but wvhat confusion has
been availed of by the Opposition on which
to cash-in? I suppose the present is the
least critical Opposition I have known in
the course of 11 years.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Even including you?
Mr. HUGHES: Even so! 1 have seen

Oppositions much more vigorous than is the
present one. Then again the member for
Brown Hill-Ivanhoe said the Opposition "ex-
ploited discontent." That is a fine charge to
emanate from a member sitting on the Gov-
erment side of the House. The whole
philosophy of the Labour movement is based
on discontent. Their appeal is to those who
are discontented with their lot in life.

The Premier: No, it is to secure progress.
Mr. HUGHES: I hold that such men

are rightly discontented. The man who has
not a decent living for himself, his wife
and children has every right to be discon-
tented, and the whole philosophy of the
Labour movement is to stir up discontent.

Tlhe Premier: No.
M r. HUGHES: The party's philosophy is

to make that discontent articulate and to
exploit it for political purposes.

The Premier: No; the object is to main-
tain, solid progress upwards.

Mr. HUGHES: What I suggest has been
the position with the Labour party for
years; and for 15 out of the last 18 years
we have had a Labour Government in office
in this State. Where are there signs of
tangible, solid progress?

The Premier: You have not done too
badly.

Mr. HUGHES: That is no thanks to the
Premier.

The Premier: As a citizen of the State,
you have had your share in the general
prosperity.

Mr. HUGHES: That is no thanks to the
Premier, who tried to put through a special
Act of Parliament to deprive me of my
living.

The Premier: No, that is not correct.
Mr. HUGHIES: Yes, you did.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I think the

member for East Perth is commencing to re-
fleet upon the Premier.

Mr. HUGHES: Curiously enough, I have
to admit frankly that what little education
I have is due to the policy of free education,
which I first obtained from a State school
and later fromn a night school. I think I had
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the privilege of attending the first night
school elass cstalilislicd in Boulder by the
Edain D epartment. It was not estab-
Iish ed Iy * ai Lab1,our Gov erI nent hbut by aii
anti-I Aiiutir Government. Labour did not
come into power until 1911, and technical
education and night schools for State school
children had been going on for a couple of
years. Therefore one has to acknowledge,
as one ought to do, that the opportunities for
floor boys to get a liberal education were
given by anti-Labour Glovernments in fte
first place.

The Premier: W~e (10 not denyv that anti-
Labour (iovernnlcnts sometimes do things
for the benefit of the Stlate.

Mr. II1GhIES: This is the first time to
IIy knowledge that mention has been made
in this Ifouse of the fact that night schools
to enable the chiiIlren of poor people to get
a better education were estalblished by an
anti-Laibouir Government.

The Premier: That might have been due
to the importunities of the Labour Opposi-
tion at thle time.

Mr. Ilt'6IIES: I think we used to pay a
nominal fee of 5s. pCr ternm. Labour, aifter
coming into power, extended the facilities
for technical education to those people who
could not aff'ord to pay. I am not sure
wlhen the Uniiversity wvas opened.

lion. C. G. TLathm: In 1911!
Mr. IIU'GlIES: There the State provided

for free education. I do not know whether
the Priem ier disagrees wit], what 1 have done,
but I have taken full advantage of the edt-
eational facilities provided by the State.

Tfle Premier: Better men than you have
dlone so.

7Mr. ur170mtS: I concede that others have
done so; I cannot go further. After all, I
did not get all iny education either in the
University oo iii the State school. When I
left thle State school, I gravitated through the
two-u p school onl thet C olden Mile anti leart
things thiere. I did not attend college and
I have not the privilegze of wvearing an old
school te. In tile years when T should have
been at college, T was probably out in Brown
Hill-Ivanhoe learning to play two-up. While
onl the subject of two-up schools, I must
admit that in those days they had not
reached the strength and extent they have
at present on the flolden 'Mile.

The duty of the Opposition is to bring
before the House those things that are
nulking the people discontented, and the

people of Western Australia have plenty to
make them discontented after 15 years of
Labour Government. The hall. member gave
some history of Parliament and said that
Parliament causes the natural development
of the party system. That, to a certain
extent, is true. The party system is not
without its virtues, and this is right so long
as people are obliged to subscribe only to
matters of princilple and so long as thos'e
elected to control the Government are thle
elect of the Government party. But when
at departure is made from those basic prin-
eiples, and instead of being obliged to sub-
scribe to party principles, one is obliged
to subscribe to party personality, and soy
that whatever a certain man does is right,
andi other,% must subordinate their views and
violate the party principle because it suits
the personal action of a certain individual,
it is a complete negation of the party prin-
ciple.

This, I think, is one of the things re-
sponsible for the very wholesome and ex-
tensive growvth oif Independents in this
House. That is the most helpful sign, and
no doubt the nmember for Browvn Hill1-
Ivanhoe will agree that there should be
periodical changes of Government. It is
not good for any institution to be for too
long a period under the same management.
I am satisfied that whatever the party op-
posite has done, it would be in its interests
and in the interests of the country to have
a change. After 15 years of office, Labour
M1inisters have grown tired and weary.
There are no ideas emanating from them
for the progress of the State and the party
system hias been defeated because the Gov-
erment has grown old in office. The logi-
cal development of the party system would
be to let a new broom operate for a year
or two.

Nothing very serious will happen to the
people of this State if a change of Goy-
ement takes place. There will probably
be some wholesome alterations in adminis-
tration. We might get back to the view
that the Civil Service is a plublic service
and not a Government service. One of the
wonst things the present Glovernmenlt. has
done has been to destroy the Civil Service
as at public service and make it a Govern-
ment service. The fact that appointments
to the Civil Service are governed mainly by
the piolitical alliances of the aspirants tends
to destroy the basic principles of the Civil
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Service, which no longer continues to he a
public service, but becomes a' Government
service, with the knowledge amongst officers
that they must function in the interests of
the reigning party rather than in the in-
terests of the general public. This is one of
the worst things that could happen under
democratic government. One of the things
mainly responsible for the rise of Mussolini
in Italy and Dr. Bruning in Germany was
that members of the public service under-

sodthey were not public servants but
were servants of the reigning Government
and must model their conduct for political
purposes rather than for the public good. In
those countries many people became dis-
gustedl with the position.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: How do they get on
in the United States of America where the
service is ('hanged with each change of Gov-
erment?!

Mr. [LUGHlES: That is a had system,
but we have got very close to it in Western
Australia because recently no appointments
have been made unless the appointees have
been of a certain political colour. A depart-
ment that was administered by the member
for Brown HilI-Ivanhoc affords one of the
worst examples of this. The wholesome
thing is the increase in the number of Indc-

1ietdenIts in this Chamber. It is a public
rerognition that what is wanted in Western
AAsraiai is, people who mire free to cast their
votes here purely inl the interests of the
State, without consideration of party alli-
aues and party advantages. I feel no
doubt that there will be anl accretion of In-
dependents here, in the next Parliament.

The Premier: We do not notice their mndc-
peudcui'e veryN much! They just sit over
there.

Mr. IHUGHIES: Let me tell the Premier
sometingt I noticed yesterday, just to show
bow naItet hie does notice the existence of
[nidependents. In fact, I almiost thought the
new mnember for Yilgarn-Coolgardie (Mr.
Kelly) was a prince of the blood, from the
way hie was; culled upon yesterday the mo-
nent he entered the Chamber. I never be-
fore in tuy political life saw such wooing of
am niember of Parliament. I sincerely trust
the hen. member will not he induced to sacri-
flie his independence. On that topic I wish
to say how much I regret the absence of
George L~ambert. The late M.r. Lambert was
almost the lnst of the old goldfielders. With

the Minister for Works and myself, Parlia-

ment has just about come to the end of old
identities from the early goldfields. There
is, of course, the Jolnmny-come-lately, the
member for Mlurchison (Mr, Marshall), who
blazed the track and gave the water supply
and featherbeds and generally mamde life
easy for the dwellers outback. It is a hope-
fidl thing-. if interpreted in the right light, to
have the member for Yilgarn-Coolgardic fac-
inmg an ordeal, his entry into this Chamber of
the intellectually elect of the community.
Fron experience I say that one enters here
with fear anil trembling, expeetinig to he
confronted with one knows not what. It is
therefore an ordeal. The member for Yil-
garn-Coolgardic- -whether he has blue blood
in his reins or not I do not know--certainly
had mnore attention paid to him than did any
other niew member within iny experience.
lie was not here two minlute's before lie was
called upon by the Leader of the Opposition,
who in turn was followed by several nern.
hers of the party onl my right. The iao-
meat the "living" was vacant, the Premier
called, speedily followed by thme Deputy
Premier.

Hlon. C. 0. Lathanm: You are cross because
you thought you were going to get another
mnember to join your party!

Mr. Hughes: I could not get in.
The Premier: You were too slow!
Hon. C. G. Latham: Far too slou.
Mr. SPEAKER; Order I
The Premier: You mnissed the bus again.
Mr. HUGHES: Yes; but 1 will take the

lpresent opportunity to give the member for
Yilgarn-Coolgardie a little advice, which he
can take for what it is worth. 'My advice ia
"Let them woo you, let the party leaders cul-
tivate you, let them make up to you politi-
cally as mnuch as they like, but let there be
a limit; g-et the advice, and follow it, that
Ophelia's Lather gave to her on the night lie
heard Hamlet was conming round to see her !"
This is very nice and very helpful, because
it portends to me, in my simple and unso-
phisticated way, that there mnust hr some
imiportaince attaching to Independents iil this
Chamibor.

Mr. Vrithars: They 'lo ;traightcn tip thme
Opposition and keep them there.

Mr. HUIGhES: It may be that they are
designed to play an important role in the
future. We mnay have not less than six In-
dependents in the next Parliament. Prob-
ably the Independents will then have the
grave re.sporsibilitv of deciding who are to
govern. The Independents may have to de-

315



[ASSEMBLY.]

tide to whom they will give the plum of
offie. I think I can say for themn that their
conduct in the next Parlianment will be
guided by strength and wisdom.

The Premier: You are appointing your-
self their leader, are you?

Mr. HUGHES: No.
The Premier: It scems like it.
Mr. HUGHES: I have not had time to

consult the ITndependent members because
the Premier and others do not allow mne an
opportunity.

The Premier: You are too modest, ini-
doubtedly!

Mr. HUGHES: And the Premier has a lot
of luck I

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. HUGHES: All I have to say to the

Independents is, "Remain independent and
keep the political opinions on which you
were elected." When the Independents have
been here as long as I have, they will pro-
bably be able to form a better assessment
of party machinations.

Much criticism hats been levelled by memi-
bers opposite at the Federal Government. I
agree that the Federal Government has
treated Western Australia very badly, and I
cannot conceive that any person could be a
strong supporter of the Federal Govern-
ment without being hostile to this State. I
believe we do not exist so far as the Federal
Government is concerned. The Prime Minis-
ter, 3Mr. Menzies, has been attacked here;
hut Western Australia has been neglected
only because it has been the wish of Western
Australian Labour members in Canberra
that it shall be neglected. Mr. Menzies has
done nothing to Western Australia except
with the consent and co-operation of
Mr. Curtin. Mr. Menzies could not have
neglected Western Australia if Mr. Curtin
had been prepared to stand up for this
State. It is a well-known fact that Mr.
Menzies has been Prime Minister solely be-
cause of the man whom he terms "my friend

It is idle for members opposite to traduce
the Federal Government for neglecting
Western Australia unless they are prepared
to say, "'Mr. John Curtin, the Federal mein-
ber for Fremantle, is equally responsible."
If, with the position Mr. Curtin holds and
the power he can wield, he had co-operated
with other members of his party in the
Eastern States, he could have insisted that
Mr. Menzies and his Government should ex-

tend niore consideration to Western Austra-
lia. This State, therefore, has nothing to
hope for from Mr. Curtin either. It does
not seem to matter to Western Australia
which Political party is in power in Can-
berra. T1he domination will continue to
come from Melbourne and Sydney. Mr. Cur-
tin has never lifted a finger to help Westeru
Australia, never spoken one word, never used
his position to assist us. We might as 'well
have no representative at all. And he has
been able to help. Had he not been in a
position to advocate this State's claims and
insist upon the Federal Government doing,
something for Western Australia, we could
have excused him. We could have said that
he was in af Minority and consequently un-
able to f orce the hand of the Federal Gov-
erment. But he has been in a position all
along- to do that. As a matter of fact, he
was concerned about not being forced into
the position of Prime Minister.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: You are grossly mis-
representing the facts.

Mr. HUGHES: It is easy to say that.
Rr. Curtin has been able during the past
two years, to stand tip for Western Austra-
liai, but lie has not made any effort to do so.
It is well known that Mr. Menzies has been
in Close Co-operation With M r. Curtin. In
everything that Mr. Menzies has dlone he has
first consulted Mr. Curtin. It is also wvell
known that Mr. Cartin has caused his party,
whenever he could, to go against the New
South Wales group in order to get things
done in Mr. Mfenzies' way. That is why Mr.
M enzies said in the Melbourne Town Hall,
"My friend M.kr. Curtin." That would be all
right if there were no criticism of Mr.
Menzies from members opposite, but it is
grossly unfair to attack him and assert
that the Cotninonwuealtlj Government will do
nothing for Western Australia, when our
own member-the member for Fremantle,
Mr. Curtin, who is a colleague of the. mem-
ber for Brown Hill- Ivanhoe--willI not do
anything. All he bad to do was to say to
Mr. Menzies, "Western Australia is entitled
to a fair share of the war expenditure andi
you are not giving it that fair share. I owe
it to my constituents and to the State of
Western Australia to see that you do thev
fair thing by that State." Not so; he does
just what Mr. Men zies wants hini to do.
Then his colleagues attack Mr. Menzies for
doing what lie (Mr. Menzies) has done in
co-operation with Mr. Curtin and probably
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at his request. It is no use the member for
Brown Hill-Ivanhoe saying that is a mis-
statement; it is absolute fact.

The Premier: You make me laugh.
Mr. HUGHES: Probably this is above

the head of the Premier. It is one of the
unfortunate defects of the party system.

The Minister for 'Works: You are not
good enough to he an intellectual snb. Be
careful!

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. HUGHES: I am not trying to be an

intellectual snob. I am pointing out that
muemblers opposite should be fair and lay
the blame on MAr. Menzies and Air. Curtin
jointly. Members opposite should say that
both have neglected the State, not pick out
one all the time and attack him. I agree
that the criticism is justified; the Eastern
St0ates do not care two hoots about Western
Australia. The member for Brown Hill-
Ivanhoe spoke of the industries that had
been established in the Eastern States.
Are we to get our share? It is mean to
lay thn blamne on 'Mr. Menzies and say he
will not give us a fair deal, when our own
representative will not lift a finger to help
uts. Of course, the member for Brown Hill-
Ivanhoe does not think the Opposition
should indulge in political propaganda, but
this is all political propaganda. All public
questions have a political bearing and must
)e approached from the angle of the people
who have to deal with them. I myself do
not -agree with Air. Menzies. He talks
about playing at polities, but has done his
share of that during the last two years. I
have heart] him criticise the Labour Party
for opposing his party's candidate in the
Swan election; his party had, nevertheless,
just previously opposed the Labour Party
in the Kalgoorlie election. Surely, if his
party was right in opposing the Labour
Party, during the wvar, at a by-election at
Kalgoorlie, the Labour Party was right in
following his party's example by opposing
the IU.A.P. candidate in the Swvan election.
What is the use of holding an election if
people are not to be allowed to stand?

The member for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe bad
much to say about our mining industry
and what the Government had done for it;
but lie carefully refrained from telling the
House how English investors in the indus-
try had suffered. I commend for his
perusal some reports forwarded to the

British Board of Trade by Sir William
Mebintock. As a matter of fact, our min-
ing industry was used as an instrument
to defraud British investors of four and a
half million pounds. Mining flotations, as
Sir William MeLintock pointed out, were
based on reports of engineers who had
never seen the mines. In cases where
mines were under water, glowing pros-
pectuses were issued which induced Eng-
lish investors to part with £7,000,000, of
which £4,500,000 was absolutely lost to
them. The result is that in London our
mining industry is synonymous with
fraud. The Government knew, or ought to
have known, that those mines were wild
cats. The records of our Mines Depart-

enut would showv that the mines were not
capable of standing up to the prophecies in
the prospectuses. In the case of the
Southern Cross United mine at Southern
Cross, a so-called expert furnished a report
stating there was 3 oz. dirt. When treated,
there wvas not 3 dwts., aind English in-
vestors lost just on £500,000 in that mine
alone. They never had a cbance to get
theii- money back. As a result of Sir
William McLintock's reports and the ac-
tivities of the shareholders who had been
induced to invest in these companies, the
London Stock Exchange banned eight of
them. The Board of Trade conducted
an extensive investigation. Sir William
MeLintock has issued several reports of
considerable length concerning the manipu-
lations of our mining industry, and these
are exceedingly bad from the point of
view of Western Australia. Yet the
Government stood idly by and allowed
any report to be put over.

The Minister for Works: Do you re-
mnembher the Hampton Plains boom in 1920?
The Labour Government wvas not then in
power. That was one of the worst in-
.stances of mining fraud in the State, and
it was the Kalgoorlie investor who lost, not
the British investor.

Mr. HUGHES: But the Kalgoorlie in-
vestors did not lose a tithe of what the
British investor lost.

The Minister for Works: I do not stand
for that sort of thing.

Air. HUGHES: I commend to the Minis-
ter for Mines and Cabinet generally the in-
vestigation that has taken place in London.
It must have been of an extraordinarily ex-
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haustive nature because here is one schedule perpetrated that injustice on Western Aus-
that has been compiled setting out the rami-
fications of the following gold mining corn-
panies:-The Anglo-Australian, North Kal-
gurui, Southern Cross, Commonwealth Min-
ing and Finance, Murchison, Beryl, Meeks-
thalrra and Great Boulder Mining and
Finance. Altogether there are 28 subsidiary
companies. The finial result of it all is that
approximately £e7,000,000 was extraefed from
investors in England onl the strength of
prospectuses that weare absolutely false. It
was disclosed that the Gladstone mine, a
few miles north of Kalgoorlie, was reported
on by anl engineer and the rep~ort was pub-
lished in the prospectus to the English
investors. That mine was wider water. The
engineer never saw it underground at all
because the water taed risen. I under-
stand that the water filters into the Sand
Queen and then percolates fronm the Sand
Queen to the Gladstone. However, when
the report on the mine was made-and I am
not purlporting to give this from my own
investigations but from the reports% of Sir
William MeLintock who eariied out alt in-
quiry for the British Board of Trade-the
mine was given a glowing future, although
the man making the report had never gone
underground because he was prevented fromt
doing so by the water.

,Mr. Marshall: Who made the report ' Re
was not a Government official.

Mr. HUGHES: I think it was Henry
Urquhart.

The Minister for Works: Ile did not have-
his head office at the Trades Hall.

Mr. HUGHES: T did not bring in thc
Trades Hall. The Minister is doing that.

The Minister for Works: I suggest you
would not find any mining experts there.

Mr. Marshall: It was hypocrisy to desig-
nate him as a mining engineer; lie never was
one.

Mr. HUGHES: Surely it was the duty of
the Government, or of the Mines Depart-
ment--whoa. it was known at the time that
men of his type were putting out glowing
prospeetuses and reports for the purpose
of getting- capital from English investors-
to do something to stop it and safeguard the
industry!I It is all a sad story. I do not
know whether the Minister for Mines has
the reports of Sir William Metcfintoek that
have so far been issued, or whether he has
the tremendous analysis that was made, but
I am pleased to say that the people who

tralia are not going to get away w1ith it
as easily as they thought, because men with
money have launched p~roceedings in the
]Iigh Court to test the validity of some of
those prospeetuses. Those responsible for
them can be brought to book only by people
with enough money to stand up to expensive
litigation. I understand that is being dlone.
I do not know wvhether provision has been
made in the Companies Bill to prevent that
sort of thing, but I hope something will be
done to safeguIard Western Australia from
another mining boom and the ramips that
take place.

The Minister for Mines: We especially
put that up to the committee from the Mines
Department aiid I assume that the Bill will
contain such p)rovisions.

Mr. HUGHES: The Hampton Plains af-
fair was bad enough, but this following on
top has had the result that if sonieone has
a legitimate mining propositionl in Western
Australia and writes to London with the
object of obtaining financial support, the
people in London will not have anything to
do with the venture. They are afraid to
look at a proposition front Western Aus-
tralia as at consequence of what has taken
place. One of the lending nien responsible
for the perlietration of this fraud] was anl
ex-Governor of this State, Sir William Cain-
pion, who allowed his name to he used to
introduce the plerpetrators to people with
monecy. He made Ilse of the fact that lie
had occinpied t \'ice-Regal officee and people
were induced to participate in those schemes
on the strength of the recomimendation of all
e-Governor of the State.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: Were they looking
for dividends or to sell their shares at a
profit? That is the point.

',%r. HUGHES: They were probably look-
ing to make a profit.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: I think they were.
Mr. HUGHES: I understood that was

something the hon. member whole-heartedly
approves of.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: Not when they gamble
on what people can he induced to believe
about mines.

Mr. HUGHES: I do not think that is the
right attitude to take.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: That is the attitude
they do take.

Mr. HUGHES: It is all right for these
fraudulent prospectuses to be perpetrated
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on the European investor in the namne of
Western Australia! It is all right to take
them do-wn I

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: They have been taken
down ever since thie;£1 share was introduced.

M1r. HUGHES: The £1 share was not in-
troduced in the Hampton Plains days; it has
nothing to do with the matter.

'Jr. F. C. L. Smith: Has it not?
Mr. HUGHES: It has nothing at all to

do with gpetting people to invest money in
mines. What makes people invest nioney in
mines, arc the glowing prospectuses tlhat are
produiced.

We hear miuch talk about secondary in-
dustries in this State. I suggest the reason
,we have not more seondary industries in
Western Australia is that we have not more
population. If we had 10,000,000 people
living im Western Australia, secondary in-
dutries would come as a matter of course.
The reason 'Melbourne anti Sydney arc able
to have secondary industries and stamip out
any competition from this State is that we
have only a handful of people. I suggest
that the first wmy to establish secondary in-
duistries in this State is to endeavour to
populate the State. I am quite satisfied we
will not do it locally. East Perth cannot
make up for the deficiencies in other consti-
tueneivs in that connection, but I suggest
that there is an avenue that might possibly
be explored. We should set an objective.
We shiould find out what we consider would
he the maximum capacity this State Can
hold hy way of population, If we are satis-
fied that our natural resources are capable
of accommodating and feeding 10,000,000
people, wve should hitch our wagon to a star
and say we aire going to put 10,000,000
people into Western Australia over a cer-
tamn period.

In Europe at present thousands of people
are homeless and anxious to leave those
countries where wars are periodical. MNany
children in France must have lost their par-
ents. Sonic coniitter could hr establishled
here to investigakte the possibilities. It woud
he far better for the Government: to undler-
take the task than for a committee, for per-
sonally I ain not too much enamnoured of
commnitteest. Certainly fte Government is
responsible for the administration of the
affairs of State. Let it accept the responsi-
bility, and secure assistance where it can.
In view (if the present conditions in Europe,
I think it would be satisfactory if now,

while the war is in progress, we could set
up sonic scheme whereby we could absorb
fromn that Con tinent many people, particu-
larly children, who would be anxious to mii-
grate. At a pinch we could accommodate a
million such persons, in Western Australia,
if we (c0oLld get theta within the next 12
months. We could not provide them with
fiats in the city, hut we could give them
sunshine and fresh air. They couldl live in
log vabutis and they would tutu out all right.
Many of us commenced life in humbler cir-
cumistances than those associated with log
cabins.

r11r. Withers tool: the Chair.]
Mr. Sampson : They would be -better off

lien' than where they are now.
Mr. HIUGHES:- Yes1 if we could get

them. I read a report in the Press that
there were 14,000 French soldiers in Syria
who wvere in an itnvidious position. They did
not wish to return to France. It would be
splendid for Western Australia if those
14,000 French soldiers with their wives and
children could come here.

Mir. Berry: How wonid you keep them
alive here? What would they do?

Mr. HUGHES: So long as we have
wheat, meat, fruit stil vegetables- they
would do quite wvell. They could do with-
out cust~ard tarts for the time being. The
hon. member wants to know howv we could
feed such a large number of people. Are
we iiot in these days suggesting that the
farmers take a holiday or, at any rate, cut
out two-thirds of their wheat production
because we caiinot transport food supplies,
to where they arc required? For niany
years we have etndeavoured to transport food
to people in Europe. What about getting
into reverse gear amid bringing out the peo-
ple from Europe to eat the food here? Why
not uise our ships for that purpose?

The Minister for Works: That is the
trouble with the French; they have gone
into reverse gear.

Mr. 'HUGHES: And that cannot he un-
done for the timae being. We should hot
limit such a niove to the people of France.
There must be thousands of people living
along the western borders of Russia who
-are anxious to get away from that vicinity.
There are Yugo-Slavs, Greeks, and many
others who might he prepared to migrate
to Australia. It would he a good thitig if

310
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we got a mixture of those people who
would be prepared to put up with a little
hardship for a year or two. Even if they
had to do that, the hardship they wvould
experience in Western Australia would be
no greater than that which they experience
today. I know the issue involved is one of
transport in order to get them here. At the
risk of being called an intellectual snob by
the Minister for Works-

The Minister for Works: You brought
that on yourself by patronising the Premier.

Mr. HUGHES: I suggest there is an
avenue the Government could wvell explore.
If within 10 years we could increase the
population of Western Australia from
500,000 to 2,000,000, we would have second-
ary industries developing naturally within
the State. Are we not capable of establish-
ing 2,000,000 people in this State? Surely
we are! HoweverI I suggest that objective
as an avenue that conic1 well be explored.
Any Government would do the State a ser-
vice if it adopted as its major polic~y the
filling of our empty spaces. The present
war should have given us a fright, and we
should be seriously concerned about filling
up those spaces. I have suggested one
means of doing so.

During the course of the debate we bave
heard a good deal about the new order that
we are to have at some future time.
Why do we require a new order? Two
years ago any person who talked about such
a vital change was classified as a Bolshev-
ist or Communist or something equally
undesirable. When Major Douglas sug-
gested the establishment of a new order by
means of financial reforms, he was viciously
attacked. Why is it that people who form-
erly attacked anyone who advanced such a
suggestion, oow say that we require the
inauguration of it new era? I do not believe
such peopie ale sincere in their declaration.
Why is it thant only when a war develops,
they contemplate such a change? The rea-
son that suggests itself to me is that they are
afraid thant if the workers of Groat Britain
(lid not fight for them, they would lose their
privileges and properties. Thus the new
order wvas held out as a bait.

IMrfi. Marshall: And this is not the first
time during a war that there has been talk
about a new order.

Mr. HUGHES: No, I do not think such
people arc anxious to establish a new order.

'Mr. Mar-shall: I am positive they are not.

Mr. HUGHES: The difficulty about estab-
lishing a new order is obvious. I shall read
a quotation--

As so often happens in the course of histor~,
the mnail, difficulty is not to establish a new
order of firiags, but to clear the ground for its
estalblishment. Prejudices and egotistic inter-
ests ' oin together in formning a common front
against the new idea and in trying by every
means to prevent its triumph, because it is dis-
agreeable to them) or threatens their existence.
Tlhat is why the protagonist of the new idea is
unfortunatrvv in spite of his desire for con-
strawtive work, comnpelled to wrage a destructive
battle first, in order to abolish the existing
state of affairs.

Those words appear in "'Mein Kemnpf" by
Adolf Hitler! Is that not the trouble-' Does

not this fool, this megalomaniac we all
reckoned hint to be, indicate the trouble?
We have first to root out the old order; and
to do that, we must get rid of the o1(1 men-
tality. We have to get rid of the old
ideas; we have to clear the ground. The
people wvho establish the new order will be
the soldiers when they return from the war.
If they are not misled, as they were after
the 1,914-18 war, and told not to have any-
thing to do with polities, they will need to
make an effective demand, because the new
order that some peole would establish
for us in WVestern Australia is an order of
Nazi terrorism.

The Commonwealth Glovernment has gone
to absolutely absurd lengthis to prevent us
from reading certain literature. Some of
the regulations would stifle freedom of
thought and freedom of speech entirely. T
do not suppose many people would be safe
from prosecution if their homes were
raided and they had done any reading of
importance over the years. They would be
bound to have in their possession literature
that is regarded as subversive. The Coin-
,nonwealth has gone to absurd lengths to
prevent people from reading. English
publications criticising the administration,
dealing with international and economic
topics, things that are freely published in
England, would bring anybody in Australia
charged with their possession six months'
imprisonment. Why is it necessary to stifle
our right to read what we desire and think
as we want to think? This is the new
order that some people would like to intro-
duce. They would adopt the Nazi principle
of insisting that we should read what they
prescribe. Some people, of course, would
establish a system of tyranny.



(20 AUGUST, 1941] 321

About the meanest example of Nazi
tyranny imaginable occurred in this city
during the week. A young woman named
June Carder took action in the courts on
a claim that she had been libelled. It is
supposed to be the right of every person
in this community, if he thinks that legal
injury has been, done him, to go to the
courts for redress. Whether he is right
or wrong, he has that fundamental privilege
of seeking redress. During the court pro-
cedings, Miss Carder was working and her
employer did, as every employer would be
bound to do; be gave her time off to attend
the court. She lost the case and lodged
an appeal. It is the right of every citizen to
go to the court of appeal if he thinks that
a wrong decision has been given. While the
appeal was pending, Miss Carder obtained
employment with the Victoria League Camp
Comforts Fund, which has quarters in For-
rest Place. The officials of that organisa-
lion are--Board of Control, R. 0. Law
(chairman), S. W. Perry, O.B.R., W. L.
Sanderson, .B.E., M.C., G. Nelson, Mrs.
Adam Johnston, Mrs. Frank Davies, Mrs.
H. J. Gray, H. Sessop, J. Totterdell and
W. Broadhurst; Ron. Treasurer, R. B.
Goode; Hon. Secretary, Mrs. El. Cohen;
Assistant Secretary, Mrs. W. G. Chandler.
Miss Carder wvas carrying out her duties to
the satisfaction of her employers. On Tues-
day morning the "West Australian" pub-
lished a statement that she had provided
the necessary security and that her appeal
was to proceed. The manager told her lie
had read in the paper that she was pro-
ceeding with her appeal, and promptly dis-
missed her from her employment. He did
not give her a week's notice; he dismissed
her there and then. He instructed her to
qay that she had left her job because she
had the prospect of getting permanent
work. She was paid a week's wages officially
by the treasurer of the society, and a week's
wages unofficially. Surely that is a fine new
order! Because a citizen says, "I am going
to exercise my legal right to go to the court
as T feel that anr injustice has been
done," though she has acted according to
law and complied with all the instructions
of the court, some person with Nazi in-
stincts deprives her of her livelihood.

Mr. Marshall: Are you sure that that was
the reason for her dismissal?

Mr. HUGHES: Yes. It is a bad state

of affairs if someone who happens to think
differently from the employer is to be told,
"You must not exercise your legal rights.
If you do, I will deprive you of your em-
ployment." That is typical of the Nazis.
So those people have established a new
order for us. They have established in the
first instance the fundamental philosophy of
the Nazis that might is right, and that one
shall not act except with approval. What
is the second instance of the new order?
The member for Victoria Park (Mr.
Raphael) told us last night that a soldier
he knew, returned from the present war,
has been obliged to go back to Marquis-
street on the dole. There are the first mani-
festations of the new order-terrorism and
tire dole! If we are not alert to safeguard
tile rights of the poor people, we will find
that the new order will be complete sub-
jection.

The Minister for Works: If that man is
able to work, we will give him a job to-
mlorrow. He need not go on the dole.

[The Speaker took the Chair.)

Mr. UGHES: If he is not able to work,
the Commonwealth Government should make
adequate provision for him. To make pro-
vision in such a case should be a charge
against war funds. I am not vouching fur
that case; I am merely quoting the State-
mnent of the member for Victoria Park.

Mr. Wilson: That is so, but you are
giving it publicity.

Mr. HUGHES: I think it should receive
plenty of publicity.

Mr. Wilson: Yes, if it is true.
Mr. HUGHES: If it is true, it should be

shouted from the house-tops in the early
stages to show that this is not the new order
we want. We do not want men to return
to the old dole; we do not want to establish
a system of Nazi terrorism as in the case
I have mentioned.

Mr. Wilson: Hear, heart

Mr. HUGHES: I consider that the mem-
ber for Victoria Park did a public service
in bringing that case before the House.

On motion by Mr. Kelly, debate ad-
journed.

Howse adjourned at 9.59 p.m.


