[20 Avguar, 1941.]

Tegislative Assembly.
Wednesday, 20th August, 1941,

Pmn

Questiona : Ral]wnys, water baninge to Nan-ogin 236
Growers Charge Act, regulations 286
Defence, lighters for troopships ... 285
Petrol importation . - 286
Trolley buses, Claremont aervice’ 288
Taxatlon, Senator Johuston 286
tramways, extension 286

Leave of absence 238
Bill: Compsnles, restored to notica pnper 286
Addressin. reply, ninth day ... 287

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS,
Water Houlaye to Narrogin.

Mr. DONEY asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, What cost was incurred by the
Railway Department for haulage by it of
water from railway dams to the railway
centre of Narrogin during the year 1940%
2, What was the quantity of water so hauled
during that year? 3, What are the average
figures over the last five years in respect
of (a) eost, and (h) quantity, as set out
in (1) and (2}?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS rc-
plied: 1, £1,100. 2, 1,400,000 gallons. 3,
(a) £800, (b) 1,100,000 gallons.

QUESTION—GROWERS CHARGE
ACT, REGULATIONS.

Mr. WATTS asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, Have regulations under para-
graph (b) of Section 7 of the Growers
Charge Aet been prepared, and, if so, is it
proposed to gazette them at an early date?
2, If it is not intended to gazette any such
regulations will the Minister give the House
the reasons for the failure to implement
the legislation in questionf

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, No. 2, The matter is under consideration.

QUESTION—DEFENCE, LIGHTERS
FOR TROOPSHIFPS.

Mr. BERRY asked the Minister for the
North-West: 1, Is it a fact that eertain
troopships are delayed in Fremantle for
several days beeause of lack of adequate
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lighterage facilities? 2, How many lighters
are there at Fremantle? 3, How many are
needed for prompt and efficient handling of
troopships, so that no delay may result?
4, Were the lighters already in service built
in Western Australia? 5, Are any new ones
now in course of construction?

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST replied: 1, No. 2, 3, 4, 5, In view of
the national emergency it is not desirable
that this information be disclosed.

QUESTION—PETROL IMPORTATION,

Mr. BERRY asked the Premier: 1, Is it
a fact that large cargo spaces are available
on Blue Funne] ships coming from the Far
East to Fremantle? 2, If so, would the
State Governmment make representations to
the Federal Government to amend the Navi-
gation Act during the period of petrol short-
age so that petrol in drum lots could be
transported in this available and unused
space? 3, Could empty drums be returned
on troopships or throngh mediums in addi-
tion to the Blue Funne| ships now trading
between Fremantle ard Singapore?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Space is avail-
able on Blue Funnel vessels to a varying ex-
tent, dependent upon the amount of cargo
that must be lifted from Singapore and Java
ports. On some voyages the vessels are fully
laden from those ports. Space available is
increased when the shipment of cattle froma
North-West ports ceases. 2, The Navigati&n
Act wounld not he applicable. The loading
and carriage of petrol on those vessels from
Singapore would be controlled by Straits
Settlement regulations. 3, There would be
no objection to the return of empty drums
on other ships, if and when space is avail-
able. It is impossible to give any definite
information on this matter which would be
subject to negotiation with the Shipping
Control Board on each occasion when drums
were to be shipped.

QUESTION—TROLLEY BUSES,
CLABEMONT SERVICE.

Mr, NORTH asked the Minjster for Rail-
ways: 1, What extra vehicles are required
to bring the Perth-Claremont trolley service
up to the normal standard of departmental
efficiency? 2, Are any vehicles procurable,
and if so, what steps have been taken? 3, Is
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anything being done to obviate overerowd-
ing of school children in the mornings?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Another six trolley buses are con-
sidered necessary. 2, Six trolley bus chassis
have been ordered from England for some
considerable time buf the delivery is uncer-
tain. In addition, steps have been taken to
ascertain whether delivery of trolley bus
chassis can be made in America. 3, Yes. In
some eases school honrs have been staggered
and the question generslly is under consid-
eration with the Transport Board,

QUESTION—TAXZATION, SENATOR
JOHNSTON.

Hon. W. D). JOHNSON asked the Pre-
ier: 1, Did the State Treasury take any
official notice of the following, which ap-
peared in the “Daily News” newspaper of
the 27th February last:—

Officials Visit M.P.’s Home.

Commonwealth officers, acting under instrue-
tions from the Taxation Department, visited
the Adclaide-terrace home of Senator E. B.
Johnston today. It i understood that they
took possession of cerfain documents. During
the morning indications of unusual aectivity
wore apparent at Senator Johnston’s home.
When a ‘‘Daily News’’ reporter called he
found several Commonwealth officers sitting
on a garden seat in the grounds. They gave
non-¢ommittal replies when asked the objeet of
their visit, Inside the house was the Deputy
Commissioner of Taxation (Mr. Mears), He,
too, would give no information. Later at his
office Mr, Mears was asked under what author-
ity the visit took place and who authoriged it.
Mr, Mears declined to comment or to give any
information, He pointed out that he was com-
pelled by his oath of office not to reveal in-
formation of a confidential nature pertnining
to hig duties and he adhered to that stand with
firmness.

Similarly no information was forthcoming
when a telephone call was put through to
Senator Johnston by a representative of this
paper. He professed ignorance of any visit by
authorities to his home.

2, Did the visit referred to in the report
actually take placef 3, Did the visit, if any,
have any connection with State revenne as
affected by the Senator’s taxation liabilities?
4, If so0, were investigations continued? 5,
If diseontinued, was discontinuance due to
any payment being made to the Taxation
Department? 6, If so, could the sum be
made public? 7, Did the investigations dis-
close any breach of the taxation Jaws, and
if so, will action be taken?y

[ASSEMBLY.]

The PREMIER replied: I have no official
knowledge of the matters raised by the hon.
member and I am informed hy the State
Commissioner of Taxzation, who is slso the
Deputy Federal Commissioner of Taxatien,
that he is prohibited from divulging or
communicating, except in the performance
of any duty as an officer, any information
respecting the taxation affairs of any per-
son. Section 9 of the State Tnecome Tax
Assessment Act imposes the prohibition
npon the Commissioner for State Income
Tax purposes and Section 16 of the Com-
monwealth Income Tax Assessment Aci
contains a similar prohibition for Federal
Income Tax purposes,

QUESTION—PERTH TRAMWAYS,
EXTENSION.

Mr. J. HEGNEY asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Is the report appearing in the
“Daily News” on the 14th inst. under the
heading “Tram Routes may be Lenger,” an
indication of Government transport policy?
2, If it is, will he inform the House whether
consideration was given to the propoesal (a})
to extend the tram route along Beaufort-
street from fthe terminus to Shaftsbury-
avenue, (b) to duplicate the line, (¢) to re-
duce the number of stopping places with a
view to speeding up the serviee? 3, If con-
sideration was given to the proposals iren-
tioned in (2), what are the reasons for their
rejection? 4, When may I expecl an answer
to my letter of the 3rd June wherein I sab-
mitted the above proposals?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, I did not see the report. 2, These
are under consideration. 3, See answer to
No. 2. 4, When finalisation has been made.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

Or motion by Mr. Doney, leave of absence
for two wecks granted to Mr, Patrick
(Greenough) on the gronnd of ill-health.

BILI—COMPANIES.
Restored to Notice Paper.
THE MINISTER FOR JUSTIOE (Hon.
E. Nulsen-—Kanowna) [4.35]: I move—

That this House, in accordance with the pro-
visions of the Standing Orders relating to
Inpsed Bills, resume congideration of the Com-
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panies Bill, and that the Bill as amended by
the Royal Commission be re-printed, and its
cousideration in Committee be made an order
of the day for thu uext sitting of the House.

HON, C. @. LATHAM (York) [4.36]: As
this Bill is most important, I shall not offer
any objection to the motion of the Minister
for Justice; but I desire a eomplete under-
taking from the hon. gentleman that this
House will bave full opportunity to go
thoronghly into the measure. The Bill passed
its second reading during last session De-
cause the House held that in the hest inter-
ests of eompanies now operating here, or to
operate in the State in future, we ought to
have an up-to-date Companies Act. The
members of the Select Committee, later con-
verted into a Royal Commission, have had
full opportunity to discuss the provisions of
the Bill amongst themselves; but if is a
highly complicated piece of legislation, and
therefore I want an undertaking that the
Chamber will be afforded every opportunity
to understand fully what the measure means,
before it goes into Committee. There will
be no second reading, and so we shall have
the Bill before us in Committee immediately.

My, Cross: It is nearly a new Bill now.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: 1 only want an
updertaking such as I have indicated. I
offer no opposition to the motion.

The Premier: The Government will mot
rush the Bill.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I want the Bill
left here for a day or two so that we may
grasp its provisions before it goes into Com-
wiltee.

THE PREMIER (Hon. J. C. Willcock—
Geraldton) [4.38]: The report of the Royal
Commission was laid on the Table yesterday.

Hon. C. &. Latham: Members have re-
geived their copies today.

The PREMIER: I agree with the Leader
of the Opposition that this is a tremendously
important Bill and will have a great effect
on the business of the commercial and ae-
countaney sections of the community, and
therefore should be fully considered. I may
mention that measures of this kind have
taken three or four years to get through
other Parliaments; but beeause we have the
experience of those other Parliaments to
guide us, and the Seleet Committee, luter
Royal Commission, had that experience also
in framing its report, the matter has not
been so complieated here. The Government
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bas no desire whatever that the Bill should
be rushed through without adeguate consid-
eration; on the contrary, it desires the House
to give the most serious consideration to this
measure, which will have a highly important
effect on Weslern Australian business. If
the Leader of the Opposition is anzious that
consideration of a particular clause shounld
be postponed, the Goverument will meet his
wishes. While acknowledging the splendid
work devoted to the Bili first by the Select
Committee and then by the Royal Commis-
sion, and having regard to the arduous and
onerous duties those bhodies undertook, we
think it only fair that the House should in
the first inslance fully consider the report
which has been presented. We also desire
that in addition to the full information pos-
sessed by the Minister in charge of the Bill,
the complete knowledge of details of the
various clauses possessed by the members of
the Seleet Committee and Royal Commission
should be available to the Chamber as a
whole. Though the Government, believing
that the Bill represents a vast improvement
on the present position, is anxious that it
should pass, yet we have no desire whatever
to rush the measure throngh. With that as-
surance I hope the Leader f the Opposition
will be satisfied.

Question put and passed.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Ninth Day.
Debate resnmed from the previous day.

MR. THORN (Toodyay) [4.40]: I feel
privileged in having the opportunity to speak
to the Address-in-reply debate. It is one
of the few privileges left to private members
that we should insist upon retaining, If we
neglect the opportunity to speak on this
debate, where we can cover a wide field, we
shall lose perhaps the last privilege that pri-
vate members enjoy.

I congratulate the member for Yilgarn-
Coolgardie {Mr. Kelly), who has just taken
his seat. Undoubtedly he put up a good
fight, beeanse that seat had been held by
Labour for many years. The brilliant re-
tinne of Ministers who proceeded to that
electorate must be rather disappointed over
the result.

The Minister for Mines: Not a bit! We
went to help a mate, and that is what the
Labour movement stands for.
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Mr, THORN: We are in agreement there.
I notice from the Press that the Minister
for Lands, while in the Yilgarn-Coolgardie
electorate, said that he felt pained about
some remarks made in this Chamber by the
Leader of the Opposition (Hon. C. G.
Latham) regarding the gold tax. Howaver,
the Minister told only the part of the story
that suited his purpose. He did not tell the
whole story, and at the conelusion of his
address there was loud and prolonged ap-
plause. It is remarkable how deceptive elec-
tors can be at times; because one would
think, on reading that article, that the
Labour candidate was home and dry. The
ballot-box, however, told a different story.
The Minister on that oceasion was not eon-
vineing.

We have listened durtng this debate to
numerous speeches dealing with Australia’s
war effort. Qur leaders have been eriticised
in this Chamber, and there has been much
destructive criticism of them outside. My
suggestion to members and to the publie
generally is that they shonld have faith in
our experienced leaders, especially those who
have received a military training. By our
standing behind them and expressing that
confidence and giving them all the support
we possibly can, there will be no doubt
about carrying the war to a suceessful con-
clusion,

We have heard much about a new world
order that it is said will be the outcome of
the war. In my opinion, it is foolish for
men with publie responsibilities to talk
about new orders. The great problem eon-
fronting us is the defeat of our enemies,
who have been preaching new orders in
Europe, while the Yellow Man in the East
has been preaching a new order in the East
and the South. Our repeated talk about a
new order will only result in spreading
propaganda for the enemy. Surely, we, as
demoerats, know our job. As other speakers
have said, there is nothing wrong with our
democracy. We believe in it; we preach it
Why on earth should we even mention the
policy of some of our enemy countries ruled
by dictators? If we do not attack this prob-
lem in an efficient manner, we may get a
new order when the troops return. OCur
young soldiers now oversea, who are bear-
ing the banner of the Empire, will expeect
us to place them in industries on their re-
turn. That is the work cenfronting us now.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. W. D. Johnson:
reeonstruction.

Mr. THORN: Yes. I agree with the
member for Guildford-Midland. We should
be well on with that work.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Hear, hear!

Mr. THORN: Our soldiers are obtaining
a wonderful experience in the various arms
of the services. They are being trained in
great numbers and will, on their return, be
a valuable asset to the Commonwealth, We
must realise, however, that we cannot pos-
sibly place all our soldiers in trades when
the war is over. The Navy, the Army and
the Air Force are training men today who
will become extremely expert tradesmen, and
we must attack the problem of placing them
on their return. After the 1914-18 war, land
settlement schemes were inaugurated, some
of which proved failures. Nevertheless,
those schemes resulted in some benefit to
the State. I venture the opinion that
another land settlement scheme will have
to be formulated after the war, because land
settlement is one of the most important
avenues in which o place our returned men.
After the war I feel we shall be able to
whip up produetion, as many markets over-
sea will be available to us. Today many
men are leaving the land in order to return
to the trades that they followed before they
went on to the land; but they will an-
doubtedly be forced to give up those posi-
tions when ocur soldiers return. T hope
there will be no more advocacy of a new
order for the British Empire. I trust that
we shall all have a full realisation of our
responsibility to the Commonwealth and the
Empire, and will make provision to defend
this great Democracy and the wonderful
freedom we enjoy by doing our duty by
those to whom we are responsible. If that
attitude is adopted no new orders will he
required.

Mr. Fox: So you are satisfled with pre-
sent conditions?

Myr. THORN: It is ridieulous for the
member for South Fremantle to make a
remark like that, but T am sorry to say
that he has always had a pessimistie
outlogk. At least his remarks in this Cham-
ber have indieated as much to me. -

Hon. C. G. Latham: Except those on the
oaion Biil!

Mr. THORN: Yes. He was all right on
the onion Bill. We are in agreement on
that matter; but I wish he had more faith

That is post-war
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in his fellow men and would not display
such a pessimistic view of the future, be-
cause if the position is honestly analysed
it will have to be admitted that whatever
Government has been in power has always
made provision to eare for and feed our
people.

Mr. Fox: Yes, to a certain exstent.
all right for you fellows!

Mr. THORN: 1 do not want to contmue
answering the hon. member becanse I know
his interjections are disorderly, but the fact
remains that the majority of the people on
the land whom I represent do not enjoy the
hasic wage. Their income is far below that,
We get no help from the hon. member, and
[ do not sec that he has anything very much
to ery about.

Before leaving the question of the treat-
went of goldiers, I wish to refer to a broad-
enst made by our Prime Minister recently,
in which he told the whole of Australia that
the policy of the Federal Government was
still that of preference to returned soldiers.
I am verv much afraid he is not fully aware
of the activities of some of his departments.
One member of the Federal House informed
e that there are jobs for returned soldiers
but the jobs for which they get preference
are mostly of the pick-and-shovel variety.
I propose to refer to an appointment made
recently in this State, namely, that of Pro-
fessor Alexander to the position of Educa-
tivnal Offiecr 1o the Forces in Western Aus-
tralin. Most of ns know Professor Alex-
ander and are aware that his views are
really those of a paecifist, but now he enjoys
the rank of major as an educational officer
in this State. He is also carrying on his
work at the University. He has heen given
permission by the board to continue his
job there and is being paid for that, too.
We are acquainted with some returned sol-
diers who are exceedingly eligible for that
position and their names were submitted to
the Defence Departinent. The men to whom
I refer arec men of broad vision and wide
experience. They were Btate school boys
and snbsequently joined the teaching staff
of the Edueation Department, eventually
rising from the bottom of the ladder to the
top. They now rank amongst our inspectors
of schools. They have travelled the State
and know their fellow men. Their names
were snbmitted to the department but were
absolntely ignored. Strings were pulled in
Melhourne to enahle Professor Alexander to
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be appointed to the position. That was
most unfair and was certainly not giving
effect to the policy broadcast by the Prime
Minister o fow weeks ago. Men like those to
whom T have referred are the type we want
as educational officers, men with broad
vigsion and plenty of experience. Professor
Alexander is probably a professor in words
only, but owr State school inspectors are
educationulists from every point of view.
If all had been fair, one of those men would
have received the appointment.

Reference has already been made to the
vrchard tax, which has caused a good deal
of trouble amongst fruitgrowers. T regret
exceedingly that I was ever persuaded by
certain fruitgrowers to agree to the imposi-
tion of that tax.

Mr. Warner: We all have our soft mo-
ments!

My, THORN : The tax is absolutely wrong
in principle and the fruitgrowers were ex-
tremely foolish to agree to any scheme to
tax themselves. Owing to the difficulties and
sctbacks the fruitgrowing industry in this
State has experienced since the outbreak of
war, the extra taxation has pressed very
heavily npon the fruitgrowers. I hope to
be able te convinee, the Minister that he
should allow this tax to lapse

The Minister for Lands: You will
have to be more convincing than you were
in your remarks concerning the Yilgarn-
Coolgurdie episode.

My. THORN: That is another matter! I
agree with the Plant Diseases Act under
which cvery grower of fruit is registered
and has to pay a shilling registration fee,
That is very necessary in order that fruit-
fly and plant diseases may be properly
controlled, but to impose a tax like the
orchard tax is entirely unfair. Many dis-
triets have never been visited by an inspee-
tor. Wooroloo has never had a fruitfly in-
spector althongh the district has paid this
tax sinee its ineception. I met a grower

from Swan View this morning and he said,

““We have never had a visit from an in-
spector. There has never been one on my
property.”’ A member from another place
asked for some information about this tax,
and it was revealed that the Government
had an unexpended surplus of £1,200. Is
it fair to extract a tax from fruitgrowers
for a special purpose and then for the
growers to find that it has not heen ex-
pended ?
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The Minister for Lands: It will be.

Mr. THORN: T hope it will not be, and
that the Minister will agree to wipe it out.

Mr. Withers: What will happen in an
emergency? - Where would we get money?

The Minister for Lands: You put up a
motion for ifs institution.

Mr, THORN: I never dodge an issue. I
have said I s sorry I ever supported the
tax, beeause I venlise it is wrong in prin-
ciple. The Agricultural Department sup-
plies inspectors for all other sections of
the service and those officers police the
various Aets. If the Minister obtains a
shilling registration I think it is up to the
department to find the balance of the
money to control diseases. I sincerely
trust that the Minister will agree. There
is another matter T want to bring to the
notice of the Honse. Some growers refused
to pay the tax in the beginning and have
never done so, and no action has been taken
ngainst them.

The Minister for Mines: Why?

Mr. THORN: That is what I want to
know. There must be a weakness in the
law or the Minister has no confidence that
the magistrate will fine the offenders. The
whole position is weakened when growers
declare they will not pay and do not do se.

The Minister for Lands: Do you know
of any specific case:

Mr. THORN: The Minister should not
ask me to mention names. I do not want
to do so now, but the Minister knows.

The Minister for Lands: The Minister
does not know.

Mr. THORN : He does not know!

The Minister for Lands: No.

Mr. THORN : But I mentioned the names
and the Minister wrote them down in front
of me,

The Minister for Lands: Yes, and I sent
the names to the inspector and he told me
yvour contention was entirely wrong.

Mr. THORN: My contention was not
wrong, because the inspeetor himself told
me aboat those people. I assure the Min-
ister that I am not endeavouring to put
anything over him, and I think he knows
the position just as I do.

The Minister for Lands: T do not!

Mr. THORN: But I gave the Minister
the names!

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minister said he
did not knrow, and the hon. member must
aceept the Minister’s assurance,

Mr. THORN: I do. I would not douht
his assurance.

The Minister for Lands: It would be
easy to lannch prosecutions in your dis-
triet or any other district.

Mr. THORN: That proves the correct-
ness of my contention.

The Minister for Lands: No, it does not.

Mr. THORN: If prosecutions could he
launched, that can only mean that the
fees have not been paid. Owing to war-
causeq diffieulties, the fruit-growing indus-
trv as a whole has suffered severely.
Growers have lost their markets, and have
no means of disposing of surplus output.
A further disability is that our output has
been sold at very low prices. The growers
who go in for export grapes have had a
particularly had time, because cool storage
space is required for their output and owing
to the shipping position this has not been
available. The dried froit growers have been
m & more fortunate position, in that the
whole of their pack is now in Londen, apart
from a few tons that have heen stowed away
in Davy Jones’s locker. However, the price
paid by the Brilish Department of Food
Supplies is lower than the average for the
three years preceding the outbreak of war.
I think we are entitled to that price for our
output, rather than that which has ireen paid.
Now we are faced with the necessity to meet
added costs, and that disability is not pro-
vided for by way of any compensating pay-
ments to us. The redwood boxes for export
fruit bave proved successful and their ap-
pearance is much better than the whitewaod
boxes formerly utilised. From the shipping
point of view, the redweod boxes arrive in
London looking clean and attractive instead
of soiled and showing signs of bandling,
which characterised the whitewood eon-
tainers.  Generally speaking, however, all
sections of the fruitgrowing industry are
having a hard struggle. That applies to
those engaged in the production of wine.
OQur output eannot be shipped oversea, and
the effect of that has been that more Eastern
States wine has been dumped here, with con-
sequent adverse effects upon the local mar-
ket.

I make an appeal to the Minister for
Works to ascertain whether it is not possible
to secure supplies of bitumen to complete
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main road work that has been commenced
already. I am parochial in this respect in
tbat I refer o the Clackline-Piawaning-road.
The Main Roads Board earried out the foun-
dation work two or three years ago, and did
a particularly good job. Now the work is
being chopped to pieces all for the want of
the necessary finishing off. I understand the
difficulty confronting the Main Roads Board
is to get bitumen supplies. I hope that will
he overcome hecause the work to date has
involved the expenditure of a eonsiderable
sum of money and the road as it stands is
going to rack and ruin. If the surfaee could
be bitumenised, it would be economieal.

MBE. J. HEGNEY (Middle Swan)) [5.9]:
In common with other members, I propose
to make use of the Address-in-reply debate
to deal with a few matters of general im-
portance but of partienlar concern to my
electorate. T was rather amazed at the state-
wment of the member for Toodyay (Mr.
Thorn) regarding the new order, to which so
many references have been made in this
Chamber during the past few days. He
snggested that we should not talk abount the
new order but should get on with the task
of winning the war; and that a discussion of
such a nature was playing into the hands
of the enemy and would eonvey snch infor-
mation to them as the Axis powers desired,
particularly Japan. Last week we read of
the meeting in mid-Atlantic of the two great
leaders of the English-speaking nations—
the President of the United States of Amer-
ica and the Prime Minister of Britain. After
that historic meeting, they issued a joint de-
claration to the people of the world, giving
them renewed hope of a better social staic
in the days to come after the defeat of the
Nazi regime in Europe had been aceom-
plished. It would be well for us to read and
re-rend that declaration beecause if brought
to fruition, it will furnmish hope to many
people throughout the world. If that re-
sult is not achieved, I see little hope for the
future. The eight-point declaration was as
folows :—

The statement isswed Ly the President and
the Prime Minister, it will be recalled, was read
in s broadeast yesterday afternoon by the
Deputy Prime Minister (Mr. C. R. Atlee). The
cight points of their joint declaration of com-
mon principles in the national pelicies of Bri-
tnin and the United States are as foHows:—

1. Their countries seek no aggrandise-
ment, territorial or other.
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2. They desire to see no territorial
changes that do not ageord with the
freely expressed wishes of the peo-
ples concerned.

3. They respect the right of all peoples te
ehoose the form of government under
which they will live, and they wish
to see sovereign rights and self-
government restored to those who
bhave been foreibly deprived of them.

4. They will endeavour, with due respect
for their existing obligations, to
further the enjoyment by all States,
great and small, victor ot vanquish-
ed, of access on equal terms to the
trade and raw materials of the
world which are ngeded for their
economic prosperity.

They desire to bring about the fullest
rollaboration between all nations in
the economic field with the object of
seeuring for all improved labour
atandards, economic advancement
and social security.

Thus members will see that these great states-
men—the President of the United States of
Ameriea and the Prime Minister of Britain
—set out in the declaration that they are
anxious to inaugurate a better social era,
to secure economic advance, improved labowr
conditions, and to establish soceial security
now—not after the war is won. The obser-
vation by the member for Toodyay, theve-
fore, was hardly in aceordance with tha high
ideals expressed by these two great leaders
of the Fnglish-speaking races.

6. After the final destruction of Naz
tyranny, they hope to see cstablished
a peace which will afford to all na-
tions the means of dwelling in
sufety within their own boundarias
and which will afford an assurance
that all men in all lands may live
out their lives in freedom from fear
and want.

7. 8uch u peace should enable all men to
traverse the high seas and oeeans
without hindrance.

8. They helicve that all the nations of
the world, for realistic as well as
spiritual rensons, must come to
abandonment of the use of forece.
8inec nu future peace can be main.
tained if land, sea and alr arma-
ments continue to be employed by
nationa which threaten or may
threaten naggression outside their
frontlers, they believe, pending the
establlshment of a wider and per-
manent system of gemeral security,
thot disarmament of such nations is
cagential, They will likewise aid
and encourage 2ll other practicable
mensures whielh will lighten for the
peaer-loving  peoples the crushing
hurden of armament.

That is a magnificent declaration not only to

[=1]
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the peoples of the British Empire and the
United States of America, but to all people.
The idenl of those men is to cstablish econ-
omjec and social security for the people
throughout the world. When the Nazi tyranny
has heen overcome, they intend to make an-
other attempt to reduce armamenis, to
secure a better adjustment between nations
so that there will be no need to resort to
war in order to settle international disputes,
and to ensure world peace for all lime. 1
was pained to hear the remarks of the mem-
her for Toodyay. His speeches are generally
sound, but his observations on the planning
for the new soeial order were not in accord
with the best thought being expressed at the
moment.

At the conelusion of the 1914-18 war we
henrd references to a new order and post-
war reconstruction. We were told of the
ideals to be striven for. We were told thal
that war was one to abolish war, to make
the world safe for democracy, to usher in o
new era and make the world u place fit for
heraes to live in. Many people regarded
this talk as propaganda, and unfortunately
many of the principles laid down by states-
men of that day have not eome to fruition.
Msany of the men who returned maimed and
erippled after fighting for their ecouniry had
to_enter the economie struggle with the vest
of the community and help to pay the debt
incnrred during  the war period. Tf the
people expect post-war reconstruction when
the present struggle has ended, I think they
will have to wake up and take more interest
in the matter. They will need to tell the
rulers of the world and representatives in
Parliament exactly what they want, and not
allow the maney power to use the machinery
of povernment to exploit them, repress them
and make their economie conditions possibly
worse than they have been during the last
25 years.

Mr. Marshall: That is what will happen.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: During the 1914.18
war much was said about ushering in a new
era, but we are still far from solving the
economie and politieal problems of the last
25 years. The only way we can judge of
what ig likely to bappen is to apply our
experience of the past. If we take history
as a guide, it is evident that the great mass
of the people, the great trade wnion move-
ment and the producers, all of whom are en-
gaged in the economic struggle, must inter-
est themselves in these problems. Otherwise
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the people will continue to drift in the dol-
drums after this war has ended.

Recently the Press published an interest-
ing article epitomising the present systemn
much bhetter than I can, and as some mem-
hers muy have missed the item, T intend to
hring it to their notice. The report stated—

‘“Health js not mainly a medical problemn
with which doctors can deal,’’ asserts Dr, John
Dnle, once of Perth, in a paper published hy
The Medical Journal of Australia,

‘[t dopends mainly on economics and educa.
tion,”” he says. ¢‘We ecan only asscss and ad-
vige,’?

Dr. Dale refers to ' ‘hundreds of thousands’!
in Australia who eannet get enough to main-
tain the right degree of health, though ¢‘the
Physical essentials themselves, as distinet from
their cost, exist in superabundance.’’

““The situation now,’’ he says, ‘‘is that the
profession already appreciates, or is coming to
appreciate, that there are two outstanding
medico-sociglogical problems. These are the
prevalenco of deficiency disease, particularly
ameng the poor though not limited to them,
amdl secondly the importance of psyehological
factors in disease.

““Though in recent decades the condition of
the poor and of their children, especially as
ihe birth rate diminished, has tended to im-
prove in wany respects, the state of affairy,
particularly since the last war, has been such
that probably a majority of doctors have felt
that things eould not go on in such a way, and
that far-reaching changes in the gocial aystem
would have to be made.

““IWe (in Australia) had and have our tens
of thousands ‘on the dole,” gur tens or hun
dreds of thousands of children who, because of
poverty, do not and eannot pet the essentials of
health,

‘“Wo also bave 2 large proportion of our
families either outeast or under the continuous
threat of unemployment with its consequent
physical and meatal disease and degradation.

‘¢ Australian investigations also show that
the children of the poor are smaller than those
of the more fortunate, and investigations
among the poor in Melbourne city show that the
fourth and later children ave, after the first
six months, distinetly amaller than the first
children. One also realises how great is the
mental as well as the physical damage resulting
from unemployment and the fear thereof. When
one thinks of the large proportion of our fel-
low citizens who are outcast, unemployed or
uremployable, or who ure forced into uneon-
genial labour—-round pegs in square holes and
vice versn—and who by unhappy and harsh en-
vironment in their early years have been
thwarted and mentally deformed, one realizes
the paossibilities of applied psychology and the
urgent need of thorough-going cducational re-
form.'’

Dr. Dale asks hig collcagues to press for a
new order now. The ahsurd paradox of poverty
and increasing insceurity in the midst of plenty
and incrensing potential security, made the
situation intolerable, he said.
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“The dreadful c¢ruelty of this tantalisation
demands,’? he declares, ‘‘that we, secure, pri-
vileged and trusted, who are in a position to
estimate and nssess the influenee of poverty,
anxiety and insceurity upon health, should in-
sist on a solution or the paradox.”’

Mr. Marshall: Unfortunately, it is only
too trune.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: That js the condition
of affairs not only in Melbourne, but also in
other cities and is due to the ceonomie con-
ditions prevailing. It is due to unemploy-
ment, want and destitution, the under-
nourishment of men, women and children,
und to their being ill-clad and badly housed.
v, Dale’s vemarks apply to this State. Qur
major task af the moment is to win the war
and we can best help by supporting the de-
fence authorilies and these governing Aus-
tralia, but it is our duty nof only as repre-
sentatives of the people but also as citizens to
try to find a solution of these problems,
which, to o large extent, are bound up with
the finaneinl problem. I have no intention
of dilating at any length on the financiel
situntion, but many of cur diffienltics are at-
tributable to the ever-growing burden of in-
terest on the community. The beavy de-
mands made upon the finaneial resources of
the State are responsible for many of our
problems not being dealt with effectively.

I was pleased to learn that the Premier,
despite the eapitalistie system as we know
it, was in his administration of the affairs of
State able to show a eredit balanee. That
was  incumbent upon him  hecause of the
agreement entered into recently at Canberra
at the Loan Couneil meeting. It was then
resolved that the State Treasurers should
undertake to balance their ledgers and re-
frain from increasing taxation. The field of
taxation was to be left to the Commonwealth
Government for defence purposes. Never-
theless, the Premior has been able to show a
surplos of {11,111, Having vegard to all
the diffieulties confronting him, and to the
faet that he had to administer the affairs of
stale in difficult times, he has been able to
show that balance.

When speaking on the Supply Bill, the
Leader of the Opposition suggested to mem-
hers, more particularly to those on this side
of the House, that they should take more in-
terest in how the money was spent, and said
it was our joh to serutinise and check all ex-
penditure. Unfortunately for this Parlia-
ment, the control over finance has in the
main been removed. Of the State’s revenue
of approximately £11,000,000, something

293

like 42 per cent. is used in waking fixed pay-
ments by way of interest to the bondholders,
aml in exchange and contributions to the
sinking fund. Notwithstanding that mem-
hers ol this Parliament are said to represent
the people of the State, they have no say
whatever in 42 per cent. of the revenue that
is enjoyed by the State. The Government
has other commitments in administrative
directions, such as in respect of the police,
the railway system, edueation, heaith matfers
and so on. These are fixed commitments,
and exeept for variations in the policy guid-
ing thuse departments, we have little or no
say in their expenditure. The State Parlia-
ment has long since lost its power over finan-
cial matters, and bas ne say in conneetion
with any loau raisings. The control is now
in the hands of the Loan Counecil. Ministers
who make up the executive have to go, eap-
in-hand, to the Loan Council. Their pro-
posals ave eriticised before they get there by
a co-ordinator appointed by the Common-
wealth Government. The various State
Treasurers who are respensible to the people
of their State often find their yiewpoint sef
aside and that of the Co-ordinator Genera}
accepted. T notice that at the last Loan
Council meeting the Treasarcrs submitted
proposals for the raising of approximotely
£43,000,000. They required that money in
order to carry on the various activities they
thought should be carried on in thewr own
States. The Treasurers submitted a schedule
of works and set out that they required a
loan of £43,000,000 in the aggregate so that
those works might be put in hand. The Co-
ordinator Geueral made his report, and 1
believe advecated the raising of a loan of
only £17,000,000. Eventually a compromisc
was renchml, and a loan reising for the
period in question of £20,000,000 was agreed
upen. Of that sum Western Australia re-
ceived £1,185,000. Many years ago the Par-
linment of this State may have had some
control over finance, but from the point of
view of which T am speaking, it now has
very little.

One of the greatest difficnlties confronting
us is the heavy burden of interest. That
burden will tax the resources of the Com-
monwealth to the utmost. I was reading a
hook the other day, wherein the author gives
a elassical examplé of the type of burden to
which I vefer. He said that in 1888 the
Government of New South Wales borrowed
£16,000,000 for railway purposes. Up to the
conversion period in 1924 that State had
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paid £25,008,000 in interest on the orginal
loan. When the loan matures in 1955, the
duthor of the bhook eomputed that New
Sonth Wales would have paid £49,326,000 in
interest, and would still owe the original
£16,000,000. This sort of thing is going on
in private finanee as well as in Government
finance, How long is it likely to continue?

Mr. North: That system is now being
changed,

Mr. J. HEGNEY: In days gone by we
know that war debis were not paid, and in
many instances were wiped out. In the
Commonwealth, debts are still heing paid
in connection with the last war, and the
national debt of Australia has increased to
over £1,000,000,000, and £800,000,000 of this
was ineurred beeause of the last war.

Mr. Marshall: You mean £8086,000,000.

Hon. C. G. Tatham: Tnterest is not being
paid on thal amount.

Mr. J. HEGNEY : Of courge it is. Does
the Leader of the Opposition contend that
the bondholders who invested money in
those loans are not gefting their interest?

Hon. C. G. Latham: Great Britain has
not been paid any interest for many years.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: T am not speaking of
oversea loans, but of loans raised in this
country. This is the system of finance as
we know it. If it is continued, the people
of the country, the farmers and others,
will find their standard of existenec fall
lower and still lower.

Mr. McDonsald: Let us stop borrowing.

Mr. J. HEGNEY : We know that private
banks have made an effort to hang on to
their control of the monetary system. We
also know that the Commonwealth Bank
has on many occasions come to the zid
of the private banks and prevented a finan-
cial collapse. The private banks have
endeavoured to use the Commonwealth
Bank in order to gain greater financial
strength than it had hitherto enjoyed.
If the Commonwealth Bank was directed
so as to he of paramount importance
to the people instead of to the Asso.
ciated Banks, mueh greater service to
the people would resnlt. We Lknow
that half the net profits of the Common-
wesalth Bank go towards liquidation of the
national debt. If the Commonwealth con-
trolled the Australian banking system in
the same way as it eontrols the Australian
note issue, much larger amounts would
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be made available for the reduction of that
debt, as well as for aiding the revenue.
The question of finance is of paramount
importance. Not only supporters of the
Labour movement hold that view; it is
shared by men in many other walks of
life. Business men speak of the hold the
Associsted Banks have on the commerecial
life of Australia, Unless the present sys-
tem is altered, paverty, destitution, and
unemployment will eontinue. It is neces-
sary for the people of all countries to rise
up to end the system. Under our economic
conditions, it cannot go on.

The alternative to the present system
after this war will be communism, It is
useless to say that we can continue under
the old order, seeing the difficulty of the
hungry people in Europe and the dis-
abilities of Australia in regard to the
eripples produced by the war. TUnques-
tionably, the present soecial system cannot
continue. The Australian people will ‘want
a greater share of what they produce. In
Western Australia itself numerous peeple
are not receiving even the basic wage.
That wage merely provides for the needs
of & man with an average family. It does
not give him nearly enough to pay for
those things which would raise his standard
of living and improve his status. The
man raising a family is claimed to be the
backbone of the conntry; vet he is called
upon to rear hizs family on much less than
the hasic wage. That remark applies not
only to wage earners, but to farmers, whom
members opposite represent.  Under the
present system, farmers in particular suffer
severely.

Hon, C. G. Latham: And when we try
to obtain relief for them, you oppose us!

Mr. J. HEGNEY: The incomes of men
in the back country amount to much less
than the basic wage. Until the workers and
the farmers combine to fight for their com-
mon interests, their economic position must
worsen.

Several members interjected.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I fail to understand
members of the Country Party supporting
the St. George's-terrace farmers. In the
Eastern States we find Labour keeping
Country Party Governments in power. In
Viatoria o difference is found to exist be-
tween the National Party and the Country
Party regarding the real interests of the
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farmers and the workers. It is a pity West-
ern Auystralian farmers do not wake np and
realise where their interests lie.

Hon. C. G. Latham: They will wake np
next Marchl

Mr. J. HEGNEY: It is to be hoped they
will wake up on the right side. If they wake
np and support our friends opposite, they
will find themselves in greater difficulties
than those under which they suffer today.

Last year the Commonwealth Government
introduced a system of child endowment.
That system provides weekly payments of
fs, for ehildren from the age of one year
to 16 years; but there is a string attached
to it. Having made the weekly payments
available, baving proclaimed to the people
of the Commonwealth that child endowment
was coming into force, after having been
promised for 20 years, the Commonwealth
Government proposes to take away the de-
duction of £30 for each child in respect of
income taxation.

Member: That was always part of the
proposal.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: There is already pro-
vision for that under the Federal Income
Tax Aet. National and Country Party mem-
bers have tinkered with this question too
long. The Bruce-Page Government won an
election on the issue of child endowmen:.
That Government appointed a Roval Com-
mission t0 inguire into the subjeet. The
Commission lasted for two years, taking
evidenee all over Australia, but merely pro-
duced a pigeon-hole report.  The workers
of the Commonwealth asked the Common-
wealth Arbitration Court to inerease the
basic wage by 14 per cent., piving various
reasons.  Althongh Chief Justice Beeby did
not reject the application, he postponed con-
gideration of the matter. He was not op-
posed to an inerease, but he thought thet in
view of the dangers with which the Com-
monwealth was faeed the application should
stand over for six months. Meantime a child
endowment scheme has been put into opera-
tion. Tt is claimed that that plan repre-
sents a great saving to big employers. Wage
earners are asked to pay a wages tax now,
They wonld be much bhetter off if on that
basis the basic wage had heen increased.
Certainly the present basic wage does not
rive the workers too much. If a man has to
support a wife and three children on the
basic wage, that worker has to face great
diffieulties.  The child endowment system
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gave relief, but relief having been given with
one hand there is a proposal to take it away
with the other. That means putting it all
over the workers of the Commonwealth. I
trust the Federal Parliament will not carry
the proposal,

We have heard & good deal about ship-
building in Ausiralia, It has been peinted
out that Mr. Menzies, the Prime Minister,
has been the stumbling bloek to the develop-
ment of the industry in Australia. It is very
strange that two years of the Iast war were
needed to develop shipbuilding in Eastern
Australia. The submarines were active then
as they have been during this war, and the
need for ships was urgent. Nevertheless,
two years elapsed before an attempt was
made to build ships in the Commonwealth.
Indisputably, the Awustralian workman is
capable of building ships. In Victoria, New
South Wales and Queensland ships of 8,000
and 9,000 tons have heen built, and they
proved of preat advantage. South Austra-
lian workers also have augmented the Aus-
tralian fleef. These facts make it plain that
Australians are fully capable of producing
ships. But I ask why the policy of ship-
building in Australia has not been continued
in peace-time? Why has it been neces-
sary for the Commonwealth and States
always to go abread to supply their
requirements in the way of shipping?
Qualified boilermakers and shipwrights have
heen at grass during peacetime because no
shipbuilding work has been available and
but very little repair work. The men drifted
into other vocations. I myself have worked
in the shipbuilding indnstry in New South
Wales. During the last war I worked on
the crniser “Adelaide” and other vessels;
the unit with which I was engaged sabse-
quently disbanded, the men having to look
for employment clsewhere. That occurred
in peaeetime. We have been at war for two
years before the shipbuilding industry has
been revived in the Commonwealth. We
have in Awustralia skilled artisans, boiler-
makery, ghipwrights, engineers and others,
and the trade unions concerned have agreed
te a dilution of unskilled labour.

Mr. Needbam: We also have hoilermakers’
assistants,

Mr. J. EEGNEY: My friend, who in his
carly eareer was a boilermaker’s assistant,
reminds me that we still have boilermakers’
assistants. The unions concerned agreed to
a dilution of unskilled labour for the pur-
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pose of reviving this industry. If a survey
were made in our own State, we would find
that we have many workmen capable of
building steel and wooden vessels.

Mr. Berry: I have & list of 120 skilled
men

Mr. J. HEGNEY: But those men prob-
ably would have to be taken away from some
other industry. Some boilermakers at the
Midland Junetion workshops were, in their
earlier years, working in shipbuilding yards
in England. Australians who have served
their time to the industry are also available
here. But how many of them have drifted
to the Eastern States where work is plenti-
ful? The policy of the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment has heen not to give as much help
to Western Australia as to some of the other
States. Ours is the most vulnerable State
of the Commonwealth from a strategie point
of view, and consequently something ought
to be done to erect works here to train
men. In this way our population wonld
inerease and our skilled workers would not
be forced to go to the Eastern States to find
work. During the 1914-18 war our en-
gineers had no trouble in seeuring employ-
ment in the engineering industry, but I know
of highly quelified turners now who, hav-
ing just retired from ihe Government work-
shops at the age of 65 vears, cannot find a
Jjoh in munition works.

Mr. Hughes: There is a job in Adelaide
waiting for them.

Mr. J. HEGNEY : The hon. member Bas
more time than I have to read the morning
paper. 1 em speaking of Western Aus-
tralia. Unless we build up heavy industries
in this State, we certainly cannot hope to
vetain our tradesmen. The Premier has
made repeated representations to the Com-
monwealth Government to establish as many
industriez as possible here; and T am pleased
to note that we have secnred some sub-
stantial defence contracts for the Midland
Junction workshops. I recently was given
the opportunity to inspect the workshops
with the member for Guildford-Midland
(Hon. W. D. Johnson) and other persons,
and saw what was being done in the unew
annex as well as in the workshops. Mem-
bers would be surprized to see the high-
class work ecarried out af the workshops.
The men themselves are keen to get all the
defenee work possible; they even held meet-
ings during the lunch hour urging the man-
agement to make representations in the
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proper quarter for a larger share of defence
contracts. Unfortunately, the workshops
bave not got all the work they would like
to get.

1 am pleased to note the decision o pro-
ceed with the ereetion of munition works
at Welshpool, which happens to be in my
electorate. I trust that before many months
have elapsed work will have commeneced
there. These works shonld have been erected
long ago to give Western Australia a fairer
shave of defence contracts. Every credit is
due to the Premier for his efforts in this
direction. I hope we shall also get the
opportunity to build steel and wooden ves-
sels in this State, even though the number
might be small. It woull be an indication
that the Commonwealth is ont to assist this
as well as other States of the Commnn-
wealth,

I desive to refer to one or two matters
concerning my electorate. In the Lieut.-
Governor’s Speech referemece is made to
technical schools. A technical school is long
overdue at Midland Junetion. A site has
been gzvailable for voars past, but the Gov-
ernment, owing to shortage of money, has
been unable to proceed with the building.
Because of the proximity of the large work-
shops, a technieal school, properly equipped,
should be bailt at Midland Junction. I
would serve the needs of the suburbs adja-
cent to Midland Junetion and the smrround-
ing districts. We have also been endeavour-
ing to obtain a high scheol at Midland
Junetion. Ministers of Edueation have vis-
ited the district and finally a site was sel-
ected, but so far the sehool has not been
built. A number of schools in the electorate
regqnire attention. At Belmont many school
children are heing housed in a condemned
building which was at one time a residence.
I know the Minister for Eduecation has vis-
ited the place and that the matter is to
receive attention when funds are available.
That building should certainly he demolished
and a better elassroom provided for children
attending the school, who also need proper
accommodation for Dbicyeles and other
equipment. Rivervale is a large and grow-
ing centre within three miles of Perth. The
playground at the loeal school needs re-
grading and the building will deteriorate if
something is not done to it. I hope the
Minister for Education will have this mat-
ter brought to his notice by his representa-
tive in this Chamber, the Minister for
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the North-West. The same applies to
the Redeliffe school. I have & report from
the Belmont Park Road Board dealing with
the condition of the schools in its area. It
is a bealth report and concerns the condition
of the lavatories and sanitary conveniences.
I intend to forward the document to the
Minister immediately, The Redcliffe school
building needs attention and the schgol
ground requires gravelling. That applies
also to the Carlisle school which i in the
Middle Swan area, though many children
from Victoria Park attend it. The grounds
of that school require gravelling, surfacing,
ete.

It is deplorable that sufficient money is
not spent on our schools. The time has
arrived when much of the money being
spent on roads should be diverted to edunea-
tion. I know the Treasurer is facing the
difficulty of apportioning revenue so that
the various services will receive adequate
attention. Although the Education Vote has
been increased from year to year, unfortun-
ately a large amount is still required for ex-
penditure on the improvement of schoel
buildings throughout the State, because I
suppose that what applies to the Middle
Swan electorate applies to other electorates.
Considerable sums could be spent on build-
ings and equipment and more up-to-date
sanitary conveniences. Money should be
diverted from the traffic fees and spent on
the best asset the State has, namely, its chil-
dren, who will be its future men and women,
Since I cntered Parliament 12 years ago
I have Dbeen urging that improvements
should be made to the Bayswater school.
Some improvements have been effected but
a good deal more requires to he done.
Ahont 12 months ago the ground was
gravelled, but, unless it is surfaced, a good
deal of the gravel will be washed away and
the hare sand will again be revealed.
The drainage requires attention as does
the front of the school which is definitely
dangerous, Many children have been huri
through the eorrugations and I hope that
provision will be made on the Estimates
for further improvements.

Another matter I have advocated for the
Middle Swan electorate is an extension of
the tramway system fo Salisbury-street.
I have urged that the tram line he extended
to Shaftshury-avenue, where the road
board has dQeelared a townsite, but I
noticed in n report the other day that only
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11 chains of extension are to be provided.
I wonder whether the Minister has given
attention to the proposition I discussed
with him and subsequently submitted in
writing! That extension is warranted. A
good deal of development is taking place
at the end of the line and the people are
clamouring for transport facilities. Fur-
ther, the line should be duplicated from
Crawford-road to the terminus. In addi-
tion, I consider that the service could be
speeded up by the elimination of many un-
necessary stops, although those using the
trams may consider some of the stops
neeessary. The Beaufort-street service is
one of the best paying lines in the State
and it shonld receive attention. The people
ont that way have no bus transport, al-
though representations have heen made to
the transport amthorities ¢n & pumber of
oceasions for the extension of the bhus ser-
vice to that area. In the ecircumstances, it
devolves upon the tramway authorities to
see that an extension of the tram service
is made.

The time has arrived when there shounld
be one anthority in this State under whose
jurisdiction all the transport services could
be placed. In that way economy would be
achieved and overlapping would cease.
The best service possible would be avail-
able to the people, and two transport sys-
tems would not operate side by side. I
hope the exiension I have suggested will
he approved and that the Treasurer will
provide funds for the purpose. People
who have had to do a good deal of walk-
ing in that distriet for many years past
shouid he given proper transport facilities.

I do not propose to weary the House any
further. I thank members for the patient
hearing they have given me. This is the
last Address-in-reply te which we shall
have an opportunity of speaking before the
elections, and it is fitting perhaps that we
should take this opportunity to wish each
other the hest of luek in the forthcoming
contest and to express the hope that we
shall meet again in this Chamber next year.

MR, SEWARD (Pingelly) [557]: 1 take
this opportunity to offer my congratnlations
to the new member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie
(Mr. Kelly). Although he is not exactly &
member of the Country Party, I know we
have his sympathies, and feel suve that we
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ean look forward to his hearty co-operation
and support in the passing of measures for
the henefit of the State and partieunlarly that
section of the people represented by the
Country Party. On account of his extensive
knowledge of his own electorate and of the
State generally, T feel sure that his co-
operation will be of considerable value and
I wish him a lengthy term of office in this
House.

T desire to sonnd a note of warning, On
almost cvery side at the present time we
hear congratulatory referemces to the very
bright prospeets ahead of the State from
an agricultural point of view, While I admit
that the prospects at present are bright, I
would stress the faet that we are by no
means out of the wood. We have had bene-
ficial rain and there is an abundant growth
of different ¢vops throughout the State. On
the other hand there is little reserve moisture
in_the ground, and unless we reccive good
rains helween now and the end of the sea-
son the erops may not turn ont as well as
we hope. T know that in one part of ihe
State 50 per cent. of the erops sown are even
now beyond hope of redemption. The dams
are almost empty and the people in the dis-
trict of which I am speaking will hegin
carting water next week. Forlunately, this
experience applies to a very econfined area
in the State. However, in the arvea to which
I refer there was a great water shortage last
vear, and I am afraid that unless there is a
heavy downpour of rain—such a downpour
is hardly likely at this period of the year—
the water position in that part of the State
will he more acute than it was last year.

T express pleasure at the fact that Par-
lIiament has been called together so that we
may ascertain whether it is possible to do
something more to seenre the establishment
of munition works in this State. One can-
not, T think, be struck very favourably by
the work accomplished by the Government
in that regard during past months. I fear
ithat were it not for the pressure bronght
to bear on the Government by outside or-
ganisations, we would not be so far advaneed
regarding munition-making as we are to-
day. For some fime now we have heard re-
ferences to a report that was prepared as a
resnlt of an investigation carried ont by a
Commonwenlth committee. Much outside
pressure has been bronght upon the Gov-
ernment to secure the release of that report
for publie information. We trust the report
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will he faveurable to the interests of West-
ern Australia buf, so far as I am aware, no
indieation has been afforded the public as
to what is ecmbodied in it. I wonder if those
who have been pressing for the publication
of the report have some inside knowledge ax
to whether the report is favourable to us or
not. However, I sincerely hope that they
ure successful in having the report made
public, anqd that as a result there will be in-
ereased munition work in Western Ausiralia.

Particularly do T hope that is so regarding
shipbuilding, to which the member for
Trwin-Moore (Mr, Berry) made striking re-
ference. I do not know whether the Govern-
ment has taken any steps to conduct a survey
ol'the labour available in the State, and suit-
able for such an undertaking. I imagine
that would be a necessary preliminary to be
carried out without delay. Varions membery
have made the statement during the conrse
of the current debate that saificient skilled
labour is not available loeally for work of
this deseription. Such members may have
more accurate information than 1 possess,
hut 1 have reeeived several inquiries from
men as to what steps are necessary to secure
cmplovment in mmnilion works. As far as
I was able to judge, they appeared to have
the necessary qualifications. It would be ad-
visable for the Government to authovise a2
survey of the industrial position, and thus
ascertain exactly what lubour is available
and where it is located, so that it eould be
seeured in the event of munition works being
cstablished.

The Premier: That hay been done.

Mr. SEWARD: T am pleased to hear
that.

The Premier: Evidence was given before
the committee on that phase.

Mr. SEWARD: T do not know whether
that evidence has been made publie.

The Minister for Warks: It has not heen
published.

Mr. SEWARD: However, T am pleased
that survey has heen earried out.

The Minister for Lazbour: The Common-
wealth Government will not allow the evi.
dence to be published,

Mr, SEWARD: Is that so?

Hon. C. G. Latham: The Government
has the only copies of the report available.

Mr. SEWARD: I do not know that the
report will be published as a result of the
representations of the Government.

The Premier: Yes, it will!
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Mr. SEWARD: 1If it is published, the
reason will he the activities of orgunisaticus
outside this House.

The Minister for Labour:
man you are!

Mr. SEWARD: I am glad the Minisler
has returned to his seat, because if some
industries are established, particularly by
private enterprise, the ventures will require
more support than has been neeorded, for
instance, to the tobaceo industry.

The Premier: Has the Government done
nothing for that industry?

My, SKWARD: As I understand the
position, Western Australia produces a eer-
tain quantity of tobacco leaf and yet, for
some extraordinary reason, owing to an
edict issued in the Eastern States, a certain
proportion of the loeally.grown tobaceo
must not be manufoactared here but has to be
sent to the Eastern Slates for that purpuse.
Despite what we have heard from the Minis-
ter for Industrinl Development regarding
the State's capabilities for the growing of
tehacco, as a result of our heing deprived of
st much of our output the manufucturing
concern established here will not he able to
function to full capaecity.

The Minisler for Labour: Who is respon-
sible for that?

Mr. SEWARD: The Commonwealth Gov-
ernment! At the same time, T cannot com-
pliment the Minister upon the efforts & put
forth to have the locally-grown tobaeco
manufactured within the State.

The Minister for Lahour: Do you know
what a fight we put up with that object in
view?

Mr. SEWARD: To put it- erndely, the
Minister failed to put up an adequate fight
to vetain the work for this State. What is
erown here should be manufaetured here.
He shonld have defied the Commonwenlth
Government to take the tobacco from Woeat-
crn Australia.

Hon. N, Keenan: A sort of Boston fen.
party!

Mr. SEWARD: The Minister should have
put up n determined fight against the Com-
monwealth Government.

The AMinister for Labour: What would
vou do to prevent the Commonwealth from
taking it?

Mr. SEWARD: T1f the Commonwealth
threaten to put this over Western Anstralian
indnstry, the people here should objeet to
that course.

‘What a uice
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The Minister for Labour: What steps do
you suggest should have heen taken?

Mr. SEWARD: Somec years ago a valu-
able industry was established in the western
end of my electorate—Industrial xtracts
Ltd.—~and iz manufacturing a very useful
article. For some time I have been endea-
vouring to get the Railway Department to
provide a better railway serviee on that line
in order to eope with the traflic.

The Minister for Works: Do you kuow
whom the Commonwealth has put in ebarge
of the tobaceo?

Mr. SEWARD: I am now dealing with
industrial extragts. 8o far I have been un-
suceessful in my endeavour to get a better
railway serviee for the industry. All we
asked for was one train a weck or about 50
trains a year. Last year no fewer than 70
speeial trains had to be run to cope with the
traffie, but the running of speeial truins does
not fulil the requirements of the industry.
There is only limited time in which to load
the trucks and overtime has to be paid to the
men engaged in loading. The Minister for
Wailways kindly conscnted to visit the dis-
{riet vecently and, as a result of his repre-
sentations, 1 have cvery reason to believe
that the improved service will be granted.

The Minister for Railways: The matter is
being investigated now.

Mr. SEWARD: I hope our request will
he granted. As the Minister observed, this
industry is working in onc of the wetter
purts of the distriet and the task of hauling
the logs into the mill puis a heavy strain on
the roads, a strain far beyond the cupacity
of the road board to mect. Consequently it
will be neeessary for the Government to as-
sist the industry by keeping some of the
roads in a proper state of repair. About a
quarter of a million of capital is invested in
the industry and phout 150 men, most of
themn marvied, are employed, and as the in-
dustry is located in a counfry distriet, it is
worthy of receiving all possible support. I
am sure the Minister will bear me out when
1 say that from our view of the activities,
the company has reached the highwater mark
of eflicieney. The company iz well con-
trolled and is a eredit to the directors. The
pruduct is ane which, hut for the activities
of the ecompany, wonld remain as waste
tunber lying in the bush.

Reference has been made to the recent
meeting of the Loan Council. I _gongratu-
[ate the Premicr on the result of the meet-
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mng. 1 read with great pleasure the fact
that, as un outeome of the work of the
Premier, we received from the Loan Couneil
almost the amount of moncy he asked for.
I did not derive that pleasure from the
amount of money he received beeause he put
up a reasonable request. Had it not been
reasonable, the Loan Council would not have
granted him as mueh as it did. However,
there was one aspect of the proceedings that
did not please me so much. The Premier
of New South Wales went to the Loan
Comneil with a request for a large sum of
money, and our Premicr seemed to support
him.

The Premier: The vobe in regard to the
reduction of loan money was taken carly.

My, SEWARD: I am referring to the
carrying of the final allocation by the Loan
Council.

The Premier: No, that vote was taken on
the first day.

Mr., SEWARD: That being so, it re-
moves an unfortunate impression that I had
gathered from the report in the Press. It
scemed as though our Premier was sup-
porting what the “West Australian” rightly
termed the prepesterous demands of New
Fouth Wales. I am glad the Premier was
nmot doing that. As is well known to mem-
bers, New South Wales has for years tried
to cxereise a dominating influence at Loan
Couneil meetings. New South Wales origin-
ated the idea of asking the Loam Council
to provide woney for semi-governmental
authorities as well as for the Government
of the State, New South Wales is a huge
State whieh has had longer than any other
to develop its resources, a State where the
severity of taxation is not nearly so high
as it is here, and for it to make such de-
mands at o time like the present was pre-
posterons. 1 was pleased to read that the
Premier of that State was sent back with
less money than he sought and now hag to
revise his budget.

Members have often stressed the absolute
necessity for ensuring that we get full value
for money expended. The only way in
which that can be done is by eo-operation
between the various Government depart-
ments. When speaking on the Estimates
last year, I referred to the rabbit-proof
fenee and to the fact that no matter when
one passed through the fence, one always
found the gates open. When I offered that
remark, the Minister for Lands made a note,
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though I ecannot say whether his note had a
bearing on the matter I was dealing with.
At all events, no alteration has taken place
as regards the closing of the gates, and I
feel that the State is really wasting money
in maintaining a patrol along the fence.
Here is another instance of lack of co-
operation between departments. Last year
I had occasion to ask for a school to be
erected on a site within 10 or 15 chains of
an existing gate in the rabbit-proof fence.
A landowner donated the land and I passed
on the application to the Education Depart-
ment. I pointed out that it would not be
necessary to comstruet another big gate in
the fence but that a hand gate would be
quite suflicient. Therc is a Government
reserve on the oppesite side of the road with
ample trees where horses may be tied up
and with a dam for water supply.

Sitting suspended frem 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. SEWARD: At the tea adjournment
I was explaining how, when 1 made applica-
tion for a school to he erected, I had pointed
out to the department that it was not neces-
sary to make another large gate in the
rabbit-proof fence, and that a hand gate
would be quite sullicient. When I next saw
that department, I was informed that the
Department of Agrieulture would not for
a moment consider putting another gate in
the fenee which would be only 15 chains
from an existing gate. On the surface that
seems reasenable, but the existing gate is
sitnated in the lowest-lying place, gquite close
to the dam, with the resuit that the whole of
that aren with the exeeption of the road
which is built up is under water.

Mr. Cross: What is the idea of another
gnte, in any case?

Mr. SEWARD: That was the reason why
we asked for the erection of the school to be
about 15 chains away from the existing
gate. The department would not hear of
it, The school had to be removed down to
the edge of the watery place. After the
school had been erected I went to have a
look at it, and to my amusement I found
that after having caused the school to be
removed to this position, the department
had put another large gate in the rabbif-
proof fence, as well as another large gate
into the schoel fence and a hand gate as well.
So, having refused to put in one gate, the de-
partment put in three gates. I had oceasion
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to go along the other day to speak ahout a
school whiech has been on the urgent list of
a department for some time. I had {0 make
great efforts to get the work done. The
Edueation Department apparently failed to
get in touch with the other department. I
recommend Ministers to see that a little co-
operation is carried on between the depart-
ments, as this would have the effect of eon-
siderably reduecing administration costs.

Refervences have been made in this debate
to petrel rationing. That is, of course, a
Federal matter; it is conducted undeyr
Federal authority although we in this State
have to provide the staff to administer it.
The first thing I want to draw attention to
is that nobody who visits the Ligquid Fuel
Control office ean come away without any
other feeling than one of disgust at the lack
of arrangements snd the congestion existing
in that department. A member of the public
cannot get near the counter, Any communi-
cation sent to that office by a consumer in-
variably requires about a month te bring o
reply. I do not know whose fault it is, but
some inquiry should be made to see whether
that state of affairs cannot be altered.
Whenever I go to the office, I invariably
receive the greatest courtesy from officers.
As regards the assistant seeretary, I do not
know of a more over-worked man in the
State. e is trying to do two or three
men’s work. That is not fair, Reeently I
read that the Leader of the Opposition had
been appointed to the Fuel Control Board,
and I sineerely hope that he will eause in-
quiry to be made into the state of affairs in
that office, with a view to getting a better
system arranged for. It is essential that
the administrative work of that office should
be smeooth and harmonious, because the re-
strictions imposed under the present ration-
ing scheme are natnrally distasteful to the
publi¢, and it does not make people any
more pleased with the scheme when they
have to put up with such delays in the de-
partment.

I wish to draw special attention to the
grossly unfair rationing scheme that obtaing
now. Whenever one comes to the city, onc
cannot help noticing the number of cars
driven by petrol around Perth, and by the
number of ears seen eoming into the city
between half-past eight and half-past nine
in the morning, most of them carrying only
one or fwo people. All those cars come

301

along bus, tram, railway or trolley-bus
roates. Surely when the nation is being
exhorted o be as careful as possible in the
use of petrol, and is being stringently
rationed, those cars might well be lelt at
home by people going in to business.

Mr. Hughes: Have you ever noticed the
military cars?

Mr. SEWARD: I
military ears.

Mr. Cross: Those ears may be used for
business in the day time.

Mr. SEWARD: They are parked in the
city. If one walks past the picture palaces
or the theatres, one seces the motors lined
along, and they are not being used for busi-
ness purposes. By way of contrast, let me
refor to the people in the country, those in
the farming areas more especially, who are
limited to four gallons per month, and many
of whom may be 10 or 15 miles from the
siding. I contend that the restrictions are
not justly imposed from the standpoint of
people in the eountry. I cast no veflection
on the loeal Liquid Fuel Board, who have no
say. The rules are drawn up by officials in
the Bastern States. I do hope, however, that
the Leader of the Qpposition will make the
neecssary representations to ensure that a
more equitable distribution of the pefrol
rationing burden is brought about. I am
not exempting the military authorities; I
hold that considerable savings can be made in
that quarter. Travelling along the Great
Southern Railway one sees numerous cars
coming from Northam fo Perth, and I am
sure they ave not used on military ser-
viee,  Last session I mentioned that
all the meat nnd provisions and so forth
for the Novtham Camyp are earried by motor
and not by rail. Full use should he made of
the service provided by the Railway Depart-
ment,

shall not spare the

There is another matter I particularly
wish to mention. I happenced to go to a
country town two or three weeks agu, and
there I saw five cars in the street, and every
one of those cars was owned or being used
by a ecommereial traveller. All the ears were
stocked up with samples. Surely those peo-
ple can use the trains provided! They uscd
them years ago. In fact, if the commerecial
travellers did not come inte the couniry at
ali, the country would get on without them,
They should be made to use either producer
gas or the railway service. In another coun-
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try place, | ran into a party of business
men who had speni some days in that town
and alse were driven ghont in a petrol-driven
ear.  The unfortunate farmer is rationed
down to four gallons even if he is situated 10
or 15 miles from a railway siding. T hope the
matter will be taken notice of by the Petrol
Board, with a view to alterations being
effected.

I do not know whether other members
were in the same position as T was, but I
feel we are under n debt of gratitude to the
member for Vietoria Park (Mr. Raphael)
for mentioning this matter last night. It
certainly was a great surprise to me to hear
that oil compauies in Vietoria were using
petrol-driven wagons to transport oil from
Meihourne to Mildwra. The member for Vie-
toria Park was out in his cstimate of the
distanee, 700 miles.

My, Marshall: That might inelude the re-
turn journey.

Mr. SEWARD: 1t is nothing like that
distance. Tt is 300 miles at the most. I can
go further: petrol is distributed all over
Victoria by petrol-dviven wagons, which is
an extraordinary state of affairs. As mem-
hers will vecall, this State, upon the introduc-
tion of the State Transport Co-ordination
Aet, ent down its petrol-driven transpovt
services, which were in competition with the
railways. I know of men in country dis-
triets who had built up transport serviees
to Perth. They were ahle to do the journey,
which took the Railway Department two
days, in one day: hut they were put off {he
roads withont the slightest compensation.
Their business was simply cut away from
them by the Act. But that is not the case
in Viectoria, where such businesses ave stilt
being earried on; in some cases thay have
huilt up a substantial goodwill. This State
has made a hig confribution towards the sav-
ing of petrol; and if the injustice—I so term
it—mentioned by the member for Viectoria
Park continues, then this State has a genuine
erievanee, against the State of Vietoria par-
tienlarly. 1 sincerely hope the matter will
he taken up by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion in his capaecity of member of the State
Liguid Fuel Control Board, with a view to
having it veetified.

I anoticed with pleasure in last week's
Press that the Roilway Depariment has de-

cided to provide a faster serviee along the
Great Southern railway by increasing the
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number of Diesel car services. We shail have
one Diesel ear each way every day, and a
Diesel ear service fo Albany two days 2
week. This will be most satisfactory.
Members, particularly on thiz side of ibe
House, have been voicing for many sessions
the urgent neeessity for a speeding up of
our railway serviee so as te hring it up fo
the standard demanded by 1941, I was
rather struck by a remark made by a resi-
dent of the Great Southern district when I
informed him of the department’s intention.
e said the railways were retiing up-to-date
by reverting to the time table of 1909, That
is a faet, We are to get the time table of
1909; that is, of course, with the
addition of the Diesel cars. I bear in
mind that the Albany train has been
running as & mixed train three days a
weck. However, whatever time table is
adopted I appreciate the department’s ae-
tion, which I believe will result in increased
patronage of the railways.

Mr. Watts: What abont getiing the de-
partment to run the trains on time?

The Minister for Mines: Oune thing at a
time,

Mr. SEWARD: We will go easy; we will
get one thing at z time, as the Minister said.
I hope the department will bear in mind the
request that I have repeatedly made to put
Diesel ears on the branch lines, Those lines
are mnot constructed to take fast steam
passenger scrvices, but they can fake
the Diesel ears. If my suggestion is
adopted, the residents along the branch
lines will enjoy a fairly up-to-date
serviee which will cnable them to reach
Perth on the same day as they leave
their homes. T venture the opinion that the
adoption of my suggestion will result in in-
creased patronage of those services. As a
matter of faet, T know of no bhetter onpaz-
tunity presenting itself to the Railway De-
partment—with petrol rationing in foree—
to regain some of the traffic that was lost to
it in the vears immedintely following the
depression of 1930.

Before leaving this subjeet, I Qasice to
vefer to a question T asked the Minister for
Railways a day or two ago, as follows:—

In view of the fact that the Midland Rail-
way Company has aholished the surcharge of
1s. Gd. per ton on lmlk wheat, will the Govern-
ment Railways also diseontinue charging 9d.
per ton on Lulk wheat carried over the Govern-
ment railways? 1f not, why not?
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The Minister replied as follows:—

No. The additional rate per ton does not re-

imburse the department for the extra cost in-
volved in transperting bulk wheat as compared
with hagged wheat.
A vather astonishing admission coming
from the Railway Department! I remind
members that when bulk handling was in-
troduced both the Government railways
and the Midland Railway Co. imposed an
added charge. The Midland Co. imposed
an added charge of 1s. 6d. per ton; but, as
I said in my question, the company has
now discontinned that surcharge and is
transporting wheat in bulk at the same
rate as that charged for bagged wheat.
The company explained its reason for
ahandoning the surcharge in this way. The
company had not had experience of hand-
line wheat in bulk and eonsequently did
not knew what the cost would he, so it fol-
lowedd the Government lead, exeept, of
course, that the company imposed a higher
rate, The company found from experience
that the exira charge was not justitied and
consequenily, in fairness to the wheatgrower,
it has abolished the surcharge.

A private ecompany conducting its opera-
Hons af a profit ean afford to abolish the
charge, yet the Government railways, which
carry on continually at a loss, lind it neces-
sary to retain the eharge. What an extra-
ordinary position! Tt bears ont evidenee
{hat was given to the Royal Commission
on bulk handling which sat, I think, in 1934
Evidenee given hy the representative of
hulk handling interests showed that the
extra eharge of 9d. per fon was nob justi-
fied. It also bears put the contention of
the New Sonth Wales C(Commissioner of
Railways, who appeared before that Com-
mission and pointed out that the New South
Wales railways made no extra charge for
the carviage of Imlk wheat, despite the fact
that the department provided the extra
trucks vequired to transport the hulk
wheat. Tn this State, as is known, the
wheatgrower provides the facilities to enable
existing railway stoek to earry wheat in
bulk. Not only that, but to enable the
department to carry a full load of wheat
in a truck where previously that was not
possible, the wheatgrower provides faeili-
ties by way of linings to the trucks. Not-
withstanding all this, the grower is charged
an extra 9d. per ton. This is grossly un-
fair and I trust the Minister will investi-
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gate the imaiter again and as a result ascer-
tain that the surcharge is no longer
warranted.

When the Bill to amend the Industries
Assistance Act and to provide for the dis-
tribution of drought relief funds was be-
fore V'arliament last session, members on
this side of the House made every possible
effort to have the money distributed under a
speeial Aet and by an authority other than
the Agricultural Bank, preferably of
course by the Rural Relief Trustees. Our
efforts in that respect were unavailing; the
Government insisted upon the work heing
done under the amended Industries Assist-
ance Act and subject also to the severe
restrictions imposed by that Aet. We were
assured at the time, however, that the Act
wonld be administered sympathetically and
that this regulation or that provision
would not neeessarily be imposed. If we
had any belief in those promises it did not
lost very long., In faet, no inconsiderable
amount of my time since Tast session has
been spent m jouraeying from the country
to Perth for the purpose of inferviewinz
the Bank Commissioners with regard to the
administration of the Jdrought velief funds.

In saying that, T want Lo make it perfeetly
elear that 1 have never at any time presumed
to ask the Bank Comnissioners to do some-
thing which their bosiness experienee told
them was not justified. When the Agrienl-
tural Bank Royal Commissien was taking
evidence, I think the statement was made
that the practice was indulged in, hut T have
never presmumed to do such a thing, because
T have too high a regard for the Agrienltural
Bank Commissioners. I have not the shight-
est doubt that if T were so far to forget my-
self, they wonld not take very Jong to tell
me [ was exceeding my rights. I may add
that T have never received anything but the
mreatest conrtesy and assistance from the
Commissioners and bank officers. The
only oceasions on which I have ever
interviewed them have been when a farmer
has come to me and given me particu-
lars of his civeumstances, and it ap-
peared to me that he had a ease for assist-
ance. At those times T have gone to the
Bank and set the particulars before the Com-
misioners to ensore that they were in posses-
sion of all the necesary details from the
settler’s point of view, and T have frequently
found that they did not have all that infor-
mation—why, T do not know. I repeat thatT
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have never attempted nor would I attempt
to influenee the Commissioners against their
better judgment. T simply wanted to ensure
that they had all the particulars of the eascs
in which I was interested

About a week ago T received the names of
three men who submitted an application for
drought rclief as soon as their harvesting
was finished, abont February or at the very
latest in the early days of Morek. They
were granfed relief but up to date have not
reeeived a penny of the money. No wonder
people become discontented when a delay of
g1x months takes plaec! T understand they
are elients of an Associated Bank, and that
bank, knowing that assistanee had heen
granted, and hoping that it would eventually
be forthcoming, supplied the money for the
farmers to put in their crops and earry on,
The bank, however, is charging the usunal
bank rate of interest 1 presume, so that,
because of the delay, the farmers are
prevented from getting the benefit of
the cheaper money made available by
the Commonwealth Government.  That is
decidedly unfair but is characteristic of
the manner in which this money has heen
distributed. The unfortunate way in which
drought velief is heing afforded is having a
verious effect on country districts. Any oh-
zerver if he takes careful note of what he
sces, when going through country towns, will
find empty houses and a deterioration of
business to a much more considerable extent
than ean have been oceasioned hy the war
situation. The reason is that the people are
hecoming exasperated with the existing eon-
ditions and are ahandoning their farms. I
think a referenee to this matter was made
by the president of the Wheat and Wool
Growers’ U'nion at its conference yesterday,
a report of which appears in this morning’s
paper. The want of policy that has pre-
vailed vegarding the administration of
dronght relief money has been largely re-
sponsible for the existing state of affairs.

When the Bill was before Parliament last
session, the Minister explained that, after
havine eiven considerable thought to the
matter, the Government had decided to make
a few slicht alterations to the Tndustries As-
sistance Act. When I say “slight,” I am re-
ferring to the size of the amending Bill and
not to the importancee of the amendments. It
was pointed out that, after the Aet had been
amended, the funds wonld be administered
by regulation. T would like to ask the
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Minister whether those regulations have heen
adopted or gagetted sand, if so, why they
have not Dbeen laid on the Table of the
House? It is gvossly unfair to the farmers.
It the Minister were to go to the hank te
horvow moucy for any purpose, the firsl
thing he world want te know would be Lhe
conditions under which it would bhe mnde
availahle. Farmers are no different from
the Minister. They do not want one poliey
operating today, another tomorrow and a
third next week; hut that is what has been
going on sinee the introduction of that mea-
sure. Tn the eavly stages of the operation
of the measare last Mareh, the Agricultural
Bank insisted that before & man reeeived any
assistance, he must mortgage up to the hilt
every asset he had. If he did not, he was
not eligible for nssistance. That was subse-
auently altered.  In some instanecs the con-
dition was waived; in others it was not. A
certain poliey should govern these matters.
We were told when the Bill was hefore the
House that there would be a policy, but
there has not heen.

Then there is the vexed question of the
surrendering of wheat eertificates, especially
hy those farmers who have paid off their
statutory liens to the banks. The other day
T asked the fallowing question on that sub-
jeet:—

Have instructions been issued by the head
office of the Agricultural Bank to Draneh
managere—(a) that wheat certifieates for sea-
son 1840-41 held by Agricultural Bank clients
who have received assistanee from drought re-
lief fands must be serrendered to the Bank
regardless of whether a client has paid ils
statutory clnims or not, and that the proceeds
of sueh wheat dividends will be used to repay
dArought relief advances?

The answer I got was that that was not so.
I think I am perfectly justified in making a
protest, because that question was not
answered correctly. I do not say that the
Minister knowingly gave me an ingorrect
answer but he was not supplied with the
correct reply to give to this House.

The Minister for Lands: It was a direet
answer to your guestion, as vou will see if
you read the question.

Mr, SEWARD: Technically, I suppose,
the Minister ean get out of it that way, be-
eause he could say that the money is not
used in the reduction of drought relief ad-
vances,
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The Minister for Lands: I am not getting
out of it. The reply was to the question
vou asked,

Mr. SEWARD: The fact remains that a
return of wheat certificates is being de-
manded.

The Minister for Lands: Not for the
purpose you submitted in your question.

Mr. SEWARD: When the farmer has re-
ceived the money, the Bank has demanded
it back. That is af variance with the prac-
tice of the Associated Baunks. I think the
Minister stated that when the advances were
made it was not possible to appraise the
value of the wheat crop. But since then it
has been possible to do it and the Agri-
caltural Bank is claiming that money re-
eardless of whether the statutory claims
have been met or not. In the ecase of
the Associated Banks that moncy has been
made available to the farmers. It 1s
not a great deal; the dividend does not
amount to mueh per bushel, but it gives the
farmer a little to use on repairs or on other
facilities for the farm or for the purchase
of something about the house that might be
necessary.

I asked another question—

Tf (estion No. 1 ig answered in the nega-
tive——
that is, the question relating to instruetions
issued to branch managers—
what instructions relative to the watters
mentioned in that question have been issued by
head office of the Agricultural Bank?

I know some instructions have been issued,
although the Minister says they have not.
The answer to the question was “No.” T take
it the Minister meant that no instructions had
been issued, It is high time uniform instroe-
tions were issued and that the elients of the
Bank knew exactly what were the terms under
whieh they received this money. I draw the
attention of the Minister to the fzet that
so far I bave not seen any publication of
the rate of interest farmers are heing
charged, althongh when a similar Bill was
passed by the Vietorian Parliament, to make
possible the distribution of Vietoria's share
of this money, the rate of interest was
quoted at 175 per cent. If Vietoria could
quote a rate of interest, surely our Govern-
ment should be open cuough fo state what
rate of interesi the people of Western Aus-
tralia are going to be charged! The whole
matter is enshrouded in mystery and farmers
do not koow where they are. The result is
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members have to ask questions in Parlia-
ment to fry to drag from the depariment
some idea of the conditions affecting this
money. That is not fair to the farmers or to
us.

Another matter I wish Lo mention has
reference to the position that arose regard-
ing the supply of chaff to the Government
lest year. Members will remember the
winter was characterised by an abnormally
small rainfall. About last September, the
Minister for Agriculture wisely cansed a
survey to be made of the prospects in the
State. At the same time members of the
Country Party conducted an extensive tour
throughout the rural areas (o ascertain the
position for themselves. The Minister
found his fears were well grounded and
that it was extremely likely the State would
experience difficulty in securing its chaff
requirements. Consequently he appealed
to the farmers to eat hay wherever their
crops were suitable for that purpose. He
was wise in making that appeal.

Mr. Warner: We asked him to do it.

Mr. SEWARD: Yes, but I think the Min-
isier took netion while we were actually
on tour. .t the same tinme, an order was
issued setting out that the maximum price
for chaff would be £8 a ton at sidings on
a freight of 23s. That meant that under
existing conditions the cutting of hay pro-
mised more favourable returns, with the
result that a fair quantity of hay was eut.
However; the appeal waz made to the
farmers, who responded as they always do
when such requests are put to them. In
due course the Agrieultural Bank authori-
ties, again wisely, went to the eountry and
purchased their requirements at about £6
a ton ab the sidings, which worked out at
about £3 10s, to £4 in the stack. As
the Minister pointed out when he made the
appeal, sven {rom the business point of
view, the farmers would be recompensed
by entting for hay rather than stripping
their erops, hecause few people anticipated
that the price for wheat would he 3s. a
bushel.

For the henefit of members who may
not be conversant with the procedure, I
may cxplain that the farmer does not have
very much time in which to decide to eut
for hay or te strip his ecrop. The erop may
be veady for cutting for hay today, but in
a week’s time it will have gone beyond that
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stage and must be stripped. Thus farmers
have to make up their minds rather hur-
viedly. Many responded to the national
call and cut for hay. As I have pointed
out, the Agrieultural Bank officials went
out and purchased their requirements.
Natnrally they purchased as conveniently
as possible in order fo facilitate chaff-cutting
arrangemients. Hay-eutting is not carried
out simultaneously in the various distriets,
For instance, along the Midland line this
ix done much earlier than in the Northam
and York districts, where, in turn, cotting
ix done earlier than in the Great Southern
distriets, Thus many farmers were busily
engaped in entting their hay when the Agri-
rultural Bank officials had alveady secured
#ll their requirements. The result was that
some of the farmers who had to eut their
hay later than others in the earlier aress,
could not obtain a ¢uote of more than £2 a
ton for their output. In many instances not
oven thal price could he obtained.

Naturally those farmers thought—their
helief was eertainly well grounded—that
they had been let down. They appealed to
the (iovernment to subsidise them for the
difference hetween the priee at which they
were fold chaff would be bought and that
at which they had actually sold. In those
cirecumstances the (fovernment might have
been called upon to subsidise them at a
rate of £1 hs. per ton. In some instances
the farmers did not require the money
immediately and they deeided to hold on to
their hay in the expectation thal genuine
buyers wounld he sccured at the original
price. They had a perfect right to do so
in view of what they thoughti was the re-
sponsihility of the Governmoent. If ever
a  confidenee trick was played on the
farmers it was at this stage, The Govern-
ment made a magnanimous offer to those
who had eut hay that could not he sold.
Certain farmers had cut hay and could
have sold it at the price offered by the
{iovernment, namely, £6 at the siding.
They refused {o do so, hoping to seenre a
higher return.

The Minister
‘dozens of them.

for Lands: There were
Mr. SEWARD: They were grasping, and
1 have nothing to say in support of them.
The Minister for Lands: That applied to
whole distriets.

[ASSEMBLY.]

My. SEWARD: T do not sapport their
attitude, There were, however, some who
had eut hay in response to the Minister's
appeal, and after the Agricultural Bank
had secured its requirements, could not sell
their stocks, Many were tractor farmers
and did not usually cut any hay. Today
some of them have upwards of 80 tons lying
in the stack unsold. The Government saigd,
“All right: if that hay is stacked, thatched,
protected by a fence and insured and is not
subject to any encumbrances or liens, we
will lend you up to £1 5s. a ton for fn.).
chaff.” I do not think many farmers have
such stacks entirely free of eneumbraneces
und, therefore, practically all the farmers
were exeluded from participation in that
offer! Many of them cut hay on the strength
of the promise of £3 10s. a ton, and vet found
they could not get £2 a ton for their out-
put.  Then again many of these farmers
did not wish for a loan such as the Govern-
ment offered.  They merely wished to have
the advaniage of the promise of a return
that would be the equivalent of £3 10s. in
the stack. Those farmners had a perfectly
legitimate claim against the Government,
and it does not redound to the credit of the
Administration that they should make such
nn offer as that which T have mentioned.

Sheald ever an appeal he made again to the
farmers to cut hay under the cirenmstanees
1 have ouflined, the offer would have to be
sighed on the dotted line by the Govern-
inent’s representatives hefore I would advise
farmers to respond. 1n this instanee they
were grossly misled and foreed into a most
unfuiy posilion. Almost anywhere through-
out the rural areas, hay that remains un-
sold can be scen on the farms, I was rather
sorprised to read n letter that appenred in
the “Wost Australian” reecently dealing with
the hay position. I cannot veneh for the
accuracy of the statements contained in the
letter, hut no contradietion has yet appeared.
The letter was from a correspondent in Mil-
ing and read—

Your Parliamentary report of the Gth instant
quotes Mr, G. B, Wood, M.I..C,, as saying that
the farmers were entitled to more than the
Government advance of £1 15a. per ton on
hay eut last year in response to the appeal of
Mr, Wise as Minister for Agriculture.

That statement is not correet, heeanse the
ndvance was to be £1 5s. a ton.

Actunlly, though the Government ndvance is
stated to be at the rate of 2%s., this is paid



[29 Avgust, 1941.]

onkty on 75 per cent. of the total eligible ton-
unge, so that the actual advanee to farmers is
loss than £1 per ton,

That vepresents another restriction. 1 do
not know whether the statements contained
in the letter are corrcet, but they have not
been contradieted. Farmers will certainly
he justified in the event of any future appeal
il they insist upon the Governmenti’s repre-
sentative signing on the dotted line before
they agree to comply, 1 could say some-
thing about the mwethods employed in pur-
chasing the hay, but I shall do so at a
later stage when we are considering the
Estimates. I have one instance regarding a
man who was faced with a large loss because
he was enconraged to eut hay that after-
wards was not purchased.

The only other matter to which I desire to
refer has relation to remarks made by the
member for Brownhill-Ivanhoe (Mr. F. C. L.
Smith) Tast night. The hon. member showed
that he is still living in the suburb where
retived farmers live, that is those who sold
out their properties to advantage. He took
it upon himself to justify the alleged aboli-
tion of the financial emergency tax. In-
cidentally, I happened to meet a young man
in onc of the banks today and he pointed
out how his daughter, who has a position in
an oflice, paid s. to 7s. in State taxation
last year whereas this year she had te pay
something like £5. He was interested to
know how te aeconnt for such a huge in-
crease. I replied, “We told you it was
taking place but you took no notiee.”

Mr. Rodoreda: She must have been single.

Mr. SEWARD: The member for Brown-
hill-Ivanhoe reminded us of all the taxcs
that have been taken off, but I want to
recall one to his mind becanse an instance
of it was brought under my notice last week.
A relief worker came to me and said, T
am still banging cut; I am not paying that
25s. for the union tieket.” Tt is n most
iniquitous attitude for the Government to
adopt that, before a man ean participate in
the taxpayers’ money by way of relief work.
he must pay 25s. and join a union. Tt is
wonderful how gencrous we ean be with
other people's money.

Mr. Withers: There is nothing politieal
about it.

Mr. SEWARD: Tt is politieal and nothing
else. After the speeeh delivered last night,
T desired to Teeall that incident in order to
complete the story. This relief worker has
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so far suecvecded in defying the represenia-
tive of the union by refusing to take out a
ticket, and I hope others will follow suit.

Mz, Doney: Is he still in his job?

My, SEWARD: Yes, and the House will
hear from me if he loses it.

Mr. Withers: They do not have their dues
colleeted by their emplovers.

Mr. SEWARD: I am not conversant
with all the little intrieacies of the Labour
movement but I will aecept the hon. mem-
her’s statement.

MR. HUGHES (East DPerth) [8.12]: I
am afraid I shall have to limit my remarks
tonight to a couple of hours. As a rule I
do not falk parish-pump polities, hut my
clectorate is one of a number of distriets
ehgaged in the most important primary in-
dustry in the State, one about which we
should all be more concerned, and I feel that
the Government has heen very negligent in
not providing facilities for its earc and
maintenanee. I had occasion to catch a No.
34 tram running from Stirling-strect to
Lord-street and I saw a young couple who
obviously had their first baby. On the foot-
path there was a perambulator, I ingunired
to ascertain what the vehicle was, because
these things are becoming novelties, Before
the tram started the conduetor asked who
owned the perambualator, and the young
woman acknowledged it was hers. The con-
ductor said, ¥I am sorry but there are two
prams en the front and yeu will have to get
oft.”” Bhe, her hushand and baby had to get
off. A few days later I was on the Bean-
fort-street line and at the corner of Money-
street a young woman with a baby and
pusher attempted to get on, and she was
told she could not be taken. In that ecase
I eould see no reason whatever for not tak-
ing her beeause there were only about 10
people in the tram, which had aeccommoda-
tion for about 50 or 60, and it seemed to me
that the pram could have been pnb in the
rear where the conductor was. At about 3.30
p.m. vesterday, when I was coming to the
House, I saw at the corner of William and
Hay streets two young women with prams
and babies and they were compelled to stand
b¥ while the ftram went on.

1 suppose one of the greatest disabilities
suffered by this nation is the one-child
woman, but if we are going to penalise
young women in this way when they have
their Arst child, we shall not be eacouraging
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them to have a second or third child. I make
no pretensions to any engineering skill, but
I had a look at a eouple of trams today and
commend to the Minister a suggestion I am
nbout to make. From the wheelbase to the
glass of a tram there is a space of 3 ft. or
4, where a light is earried to show that
the tram is approaching. At the rear of the
trom this serves no purpose except to show
a red light at night. It should be a simple
matter to hang on the back of a tram a
bracket from which a carrier eould be
suspended that would drop when required to
hold pramws, and fold up when not required
for that purpose. If it were made of mesh
such as eyelone wire, it wonld not matter
whether it was 4in. or & in. mesh, it would
hold three or four prams, and a cireular
hole could be made so that when folded it
would not obscure the light. I cannot see
that such a deviee would in any way dimin-
ish the utility of the light displaved as a
warning to vehieles overtaking the tram.
Such a carrier made of light material could
be fixed on the back of each tram and would
take three or fonr or more prams. If there
was any objection to this device or some-
thing was nceessary to supplement it, a
bracket could be fixed on the side and a
couple of metal erossbars arranged to pro-
tect the glass from injury by the prams.
We ought to encourage local production in
this industry and not penalise it. I eannot
imagine that to provide aecommodation for
five or six prams on each tramn is beyond
the engineering skill of the men attached to
the Tramway Department. I suppose other
people have noticed what I have described,
and I suggest that the Minister would bhe
doing good service to a section of the eom-
munity if he made provision as I have sug-
gested or in some other way.

The Minister for Railways: We are
anxious fo give all possible facilities.

Mr. HUGHES: 1 feel sure the Minister
will do something. In wet weather it is very
hard for a young woman, who has come to
town with a pram or pusber, to be left
standing on the kerb while two or three
trams pass by without facilities for taking
her. It is, usually, of course, those in the
lower inecome groups, for persons in the
higher income groups as a rule have cars.

I make another appeal to the Minister for
Justice, even if it does not find a responsive
ear in the House. Over 17 years ago a mur-
der was committed in this city, and a young
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fellow named Anburn, 21 years of age, was
sent to prisen for what is called the term of
his natural life, At the time I protested
aguinst that eonviet-period sentence. In the
old convict days of Tasmania a life sentence
was 20 years, but when Auburn was sen-
teneed a revision was made of the regula-
tions and the sentence “for the term of his
natural life” was re-established,

Mr. Raphael: It was an unjust thing to
do, for one man!

Mr. HUGHES: We have gone further
now, The Menzies Government has beaten
that by establishing punishment for any
term whatsoever. Under regulations promul-
gated by the Menzies Government, a man
can be sentenced for a term extending be-
yond his natural life, althongh no means of
enforcement are provided. 1t is hard to
imagine a person so silly as to draw regula-
tions providing for an indefinite term of in.
prisonment. I do not think it necessary ti
2o into the rights and wrongs of the Anburmn
case. The man had a 28-day trial; he wos
eonvicted of murder, the worst erime in the
eriminal calendar; he was senteneced to
death, but on the jury’s recommendation that
sentence was commuted to life imprison-
ment. The regulations, however, had heen
altered, and he was given the sentenee in
terms that have come down from the old
conviet doys. He has now served in prison
16 years, and 16 years is a long term to
serve, irrespective of what a man has done.

Mr. Raphael: He waos convieted on eir-
cumstantial evidence, too!

Mr. HUGHES: Such evidence affords
perhaps stronger proof of guilt than person-
al cvidence, becanse wifnesses can tell lies,
wherens eircamstonees very seldom do. But
that is not the peint at issue. For the crime
that this mman eommitted he has served 10
years’ imprisonment. I suggest that it would
e better to execute a man than to eanse him
to serve 25 or 30 years’ imprisonment. After
all is snid and done, Avburn did have this in
his favour, that he was young, and this faet
was taken into consideration by the jury.

During his imprisonment he has learnl
one or two trades at Fremantle. I under-
stand that if released he will have work to
go to, employment outside Western Aus-
tralia, and thus will be afforded an oppor-
tunity to make a living and a fresh start be-
yond the borders of this State. It was
rightly said, at the timne, that it was a terrible
thing to deprive a woman of her hus-
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band and a child of its father. Bug time is
a great healer.

Mr, Marshall: There was not any <hild.

Mr. HUGHES: Time has healed one
wound. The widow was re-married, and em-
harked on a new life some years age. It
appears to me that the ends of justice have
been served. If there were any danger of
this man committing another erime, then of
course it would not be in the public interest,
it would be unsafe to let him be at large.
But prison is no place for a man who is in
that state of mind; there is another place
for him. Unfortunately the nature of the
crime has trightened people off pleading for
the man. 1t is not the kind of affair that
wants to be stirved up. I say quite candidly
that Auburn maintains to this day tbat he
is innocent of the crime. I have informed
him that that plea is of no use, beeause, in-
nocent or not, he had a trial and the jury
found him guilty; and any Government con-
sidering the case must start from the pre-
mise that Auburn was found guilty. After
all, only a small percentage of the peopie in
gaol ought to be there. T am sympathetic
towards the wrongdoer. When I first studied
the Criminal Code and went through para-
graph after paragraph describing in all 700
or 800 transgressions and all the things for
which one could be put in gaol, it made me
quite nervous: No matter what erime & man
has eommitted, 16 years’ imprisonment is a
long term. Had Anburn been sentenced to
the ordinary term of 20 years whiech con-
stitules the life sentence, he wonld have
had to serve 15 years less the remissions
for certain things such as the accession of
King George and one or two other remis-
sions which all prisoners receive. In that
case he would have been released some
time ago. I appeal to the Minister for
Justice on behalf of one forgotten man. I
appeal to the Minister to give that man
the chance to make a new start in life. He
i3 now approaching 40 years of age
Sixteen years in prison has not improved
him. T ask the Minister for Justice to
veconsider the case and see. whether he
canmot give the man a chance to leave
Western Australia and start life again.

On public works there is a system of
hiring motor trucks, rather than the Gov-
ernmnent owning the trucks. Trucks are
hired, and if T am to helieve what was told
to me during the week the Government is
losing money in every way by the system.
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A man who has a truck hired to the Gov-
ernment was reeeiving 35s. per day for
its hire, in addition to which he was paid
the normal wages as a truck driver. He
not only suggested, but swore on oath,
that after making allowance for petrol, re-
placement of {yres, insurance, license and
a specially liberal allowance for deprecia-
tion, the total cost of running the truck
was 10s. 6d. a day. So he made a elear
profit of 19s, 6d. per day on the hire of
the truck to the Government, or approxi-
mately 130 per cent. or 140 per cent. on his
investment. The truck, which could be
purchaged for £170, was at the end of six
months more valusble by reason of the
shortage of trucks owing to the war. Such
a truck could be completely paid for by the
Government out of the profits made in six
months, and then it would he worth from
£137 to £140. 1 am not in a position to
vouch for the accuraey of the statement,
but it was sworn to on oath, and the man
was quite specific in saying that 13s. 6d. a
day was the maximum cost of running the
truek for which he received 3ds. a day.
If that is so, the Public Works Depart-
ment must be simply throwing away money.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Do not those trucks
cost about £500%

Mr. HUGHES: They cost £500 new, hut
there is less depreciation when new than
when they are old. The Public Works De-
partment must have money to burn.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: Was anything paid
to the driver?

Mr. HUGHES: He got his wages accord-
ing to the Arbitration Court award, in ad-
dition to the 33s. per day.

The Minister for Works: Could you sup-
ply the name of the man? The department
does not hire trucks if it can possibly aveid
doing so. The department has its own
trucks, hut where it has to pay, it pays the
ruling rate.

M:. HUGHES: I will give the Minister
the name and let him have the statement.
Quite frankly, I was somewhat sceptieal
about it when it was made.

The Minisier for Works: I still am!

Mr. HOUGHES: I am not vouching for
the accuracy of the statement. Neverthe-
less, it was sworn to.

The Minister for Works: We will get a
refond from that man.



310

Mr. HUGHES: I was extremely in-
terested in the specch of the member for
Brown Hill-Ivanhoe {Mr. ¥. C. L. Smith).
In & very forceful way, he castigated per-
sons who criticised members of Parliament
or did anything fo prejudice our demoe-
racy. I draw his attention to the faet,
however, that this Chamber is not demo-
cratieally clected. We have not a democ-
racy in Western Australia because, as has
been frequently and rightly said by mem-
bers on the other side of the House, the
Upper Chamber is eclected on an exceed-
ingly restrieted franchise. No matter what
the Government may do or say, no matter
what legislation it passes, the determining
factor is the Legislative Council. However,
I am ¢quite convinced the Government
would not interfere, even if it could, with
the Legislative Couneil. It has been the
(overnment’s sheet anchor for years.

The Minister for Mines: Try us!

Mr. HUGHES: The Minister is not the
Government, I am sorry to say. This
House is not elected on a democratic basis,
either. If anything, the hasis is worse than
that of the Legislative Council. As the
member for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe said, the
ouly hasis should be an adult vote. But it
is only democratic when each adult’s vote
is given the same weight. In this Chamber
we have the extraordinary position that ten
or eleven voies in the metropolitan area ave
equal to only one vote in some other parts
of the State. Some of the metropolitan
constitueneies have eleetors eyual to fowr
or five seats ontside the metropolitan area.
There is ecrtainly nothing demoeratic about
a Parliament where one person has the
same voting strength as have eleven others.
The voting system  for the Legislative
Asgembly is much worse than is the system
for the Legislative Council. That does not
appear to worry the member for Brown
Hill-Ivanhoe.

The Premier: The Legislative Assembly
is not worse off in that respect than is
the Legislative Couneil.

AMr. HUGHES : Both Houses are in a bad
state. After all, the position in this House
conld he remedied, as it has the power to
give each elector one vote; one man, one
vote.

Mr. Wilson: You might be given a
chance this wvear.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. HUGHES: Let the Government
bring its Bill down and I shall give my vote
on its merits. It should have heen brought
down last week and the Government's posi-
tion would have been more secure, What T
think was cxtremely ungrateful on the part
of the member for Brown Hill-Ivanboc was
bis attack on the Opposition, The Govern-
ment ought to he grateful to the Qpposition.
I have never known of a Government whose
strength rested more in the Opposition, The
member for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe does nat
like the Opposition because it stands for law
enforeement. He gave us a dissertation on
what an Opposition shonld be. He does not
stand for an Opposition believing in law en-
forcement. He daes not believe in law en-
forcement, nor does he believe in non-
enforcement of the law. What he believes
is that the law should be enforeed with dis-
cretion; that is, some people should be prose-
euted and some should not, which is the way
the law is enforced in Western Australia
today. Only last week a case in point was
brought under my notice. A man had opened
a starting-price betting shop in Mt. Haw-
thorn.

Mr. Withers: Not another one, surely?

Mr. HUGHES: The day he opencd his
shop he was raided without warning.

Mr. Marshall; Withowt warningl

My, HUGIIES: Without warning!

Mr. Marshall: That is an offenee!

Mr. HUGHIES: Tt is a breach of the con-
atitutional convention. He was raided with-
out any warning whatever and fined £75.

Mr. Marshall: That is a greater offence.

Mr. HUGHES: He was raided again the
following Saturday night for betting in the
street and was fined £7 10s. Bix weeks later
he was raided once more; two men were
taken from his shop, one of whom was fined
£75 and the other £30. That is all right, 1
suppose, if we are to have law enforcement;
but fifty yards away there is another hetting
shop, which had not been raided for about
13 weeks., S0 one shop is raided four times
in seven weeks and two men are taken on the
second raid, whereas a shop 50 yards away
has its Unmunity of 13 weeks. I do not sug-
gest that the police should raid anyone for
starting-price betting. Tt should be a ques-
tion either of the enforcement or the non-
enforcement of the law, and as I have said
repeatedly on the platform and in this
House, it is just as much an offence for a
bookmaker to het on the racecourse, as it
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is for starting-price bookmakers to bei in
Perth and elsewhere.
Mr. Marshall: Quite right!

Mr. HUGHES : There should be an atti-
tude of consistency. The Government should
say, “As far as starting-price betting is con-
cerned, we are not going to enforce the law
at all’* This system of throwing the re-
sponsibility on to some police officer to say
whether the law shall be enforced or not,
leads to all sorts of reperenssions. Here is
a man who was prosecuted four times in
seven weeks,

Mr. Withers: Did he pay his fine ont of
his profita?

Mr. HUGHES: The only conclusion that
man can come to—and I say it is a logieal
eonclusion—is that the other shop is under
protection. He has been prosecuted to keep
him out of eompetition with the other shop.
There is no other logical explanation. There
is & sort of eonvention that once in 13 weeks
& raid comes, and the bookmakers are given
proper warning.

Mr. Marshall: That is all right.

Mr. HUGHES: Yes, they get proper
warning, and that is fair enongh. But why
is a sudden raid made on one man; why
does he, as they say in the vernacular, “go
off” four times in seven weeks? If it is not
to protect his competitor from opposition,
what is it for? We have now apparently
established not only that some people may
function in this husiness but apparently also
that the forces of law are being used to cover
monopolies in an unlawful oceupation. It
has its humorous espect. I think this is worth
recording in “Hansard.” On Monday week a
man was charged in the Perth Police Court
with having kept a common gaming house, a
eriminal offence for whieh he ¢ould be sent to
prison for three years. A detective gave
evidence. e produced in Court the instru-
ments of the crime, the betting books, the
corpus delicti. The man was fined £75,
Half an hour later that detective went into
the passage and returned to the eriminal the
instruments with which he had committed
his erime, in order that he could commit an-
other one on the following Saturday. That
is grossly unfair from this point of view: If
a man js charged with burglary and is
canght in possession of a jemmy and the
other instruments of this ancient and ignoble
trade, the police seize the instruments,
and if he is convieted they retain them.

:m

Why does not the burglar get back hig
jemmy and other instruments of crime?

Mr. Withers: They do not even auction
them at the police sale!

Mr. HUGHES: No, they keep them in
the police museum, Surely we have reached
a ludicrous state of affairs when a man who
has been arrested and convicted can have
his instruments of erime handed back to him
so that he can carry on and be availeble for
another raid when his next turn comes
around in 13 weeks’ time! It demonstrates
that a happy spirit exists amongst the police
and the criminais. It shows a commendable
spirit of eo-operation in keeping the indus-
try going, but from the point of view of the
Police Force it is deplorable.

Mr. Marshall: T’ say it is!

Mr. HUGHES: You cannot expect a
young police officer to get the right spirit
regarding his job if he iz frained to know
that certain people are immune from prose-
cution by the law and that certain people
have to be prosecuted, and that when men
commit erimes they are, after eonviction,
able to receive back the facilities for com-
mitting further erime. The inevitable con-
sequence is that the young police officer says.
to himself, “Somebody high up must be get-
ting well paid for this,” and after a while
he adds, “Why should I not get something
too? If somechody in high authority is get-
ting paid, what is wrong with my taking o
little on my own aceount?” I suggest to the
Government that it would be much better
to declare that it does not propose to en-
forece Section 210 of the Criminal Code; to
say, “We will not proseente anybody rather
than have this farcical state of law exist-
ing.”? Unfortunately, this Government is not
the only offender in this direction. I saw
some questions on the notice paper asked by
the member for Guildford-Midland (Hon.
W. D. Johnsen). I did not exactly catch
the answer.

Mr. Raphael: It was “yes” or “no.”

Mr. HUGHES: T do not know whether it
is permissible for a private member to amp-
lify an answer given by a Minister. I take
it that if such a procedure is irregular, you,
Mr. Speaker, will not permit me to proceed.
I think I could have answered the hon. mem-
ber’s questions if he had asked me.

Mr, Marshall: I will go and get him.

Mr. HUGHES: The hon. member can
tell him. I noticed that the member for
Guildford-Midland asked whether the Taxa-
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tion Department officers raided the home of
Senator E. B. Johnston. They did. They
raided his home and seized private papers
from his safe, and that was done in cul-
mination of an investigation lasting over 18
months.  The second gquestion asked was
whether the visit had any connection with
State revenue as affected by the Senator’s
taxation liabilities. It did! It was the se-
quel to 18 months’ investigation into exten-
sive, clever evasion of taxation by Senator
E. B. Johnston.

The Premier: You are finding him guilty
before he is trieqd.

Mr. HUGHES: He is not going to be
tried.

The Premier: Is he not?

Mr. HUGHES: Is he?

The Premier: Ah! Hook, line and sinker!

Mr. HUGHES: I do not think he will
be. As a matter of faet, I think it is fairly
common knowledge that he has paid up and
that there is to be no prosecution. I think
it is guite well known; it is a matter of
common knowledge. T think the reason he is
not to be prosecuted is also a matter of
<common knowledge. The final question
was—

Did the investigations diselose any breach of

the taxation laws, and if so, will aetion be
taken?
Ag is probably well known fo people besides
myself, what was involved was a compre-
hensive, long-extending arrangement for tax
evasion. Not only did the investigation dis-
¢lose that the honourable Senator had
evaded taxation, but that be had defranded
some of his partners in his nefarious hotel
transactions,

Hon. C. @. Latham: How did you get all
this information?

Mr. HUGHES: I have it.

The Premier: No, the hon. member is flsh-
ing.

Hon. C. G. Latham: He scems to indieate
he has some foundation for his remarks.

The Premier: No. He was not in the
House when the reply to the question was
given.

Mr. HUGHES: The Leader of the Oppo-
sifion need not worry about the foundation
for my statements becaunse I have the infor-
mation direct from one who was examined
by the Taxation Department, and to whom
it was disclosed the honourable Senator had
defraunded. There is no doubf about my
information, nor yet about its source. If the
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Leader of the Opposition doubts my testi-
mony, why not move for the appointment of
a select commiftee to investigate the matter
and ascertain whetker I am wrong in my
statements. If he has any doubt and will
take the course I suggest, I will write out
wow an apology and a withdrawal of my
statements, and hand it to the Leader of the
Opposition under seal. He can read it to
the House—

Hon. C. G. Latham: A very poor recom-
pense after ruining a man’s reputation.

Mr. Marshall: What reputation?

Hon. C. G. Latham: You know that is so.

Mr. Marshall: T know of one case 1n
which a claim for damages was made and
the judge awarded a farthing.

Mr. HUGHES; At any rate, I make that
offer to the Leader of the Opposition. When
that hon. member can honestly come to the
House and say there was no foundation for
my statement, be ¢an read my apology and
broadcast it to the world. Of course, the
Leader of the Opposition knows that what
I say is correct.

Hon. C. G. Latham:; I do not, and T will
not allow you to implicate me, as you have
implicated your friend.

Mr. HUGHES: Very welll

The Fremier: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion should eertainly not allow that, other-
wise the member for Basi Perth will go out
and say, “I made the statement on the
floor of the House and the Leader of thu
Opposition did not deny it.”

Mr. HUGHES: I do not regard it as the
business of the Leader of the Opposition to
be the publie defender of all associated with
the Conntry Party or the Opposition gen-
erally.

Hon. C. G. Latham:
accuser, I hope.

Mr. HUGHES: I do not want the hon.
member to defend me. If he thinks there is
any doubt about what I have said, I ve-
mind him that I have said plenty on the
publie platform. Of course, there is a rea-
son why Senator E. B. Johnston will not be
prosecuted. The reason is powerful and
pelitieal. Tt would be very awkward for
the Federal Government if Senator John-
ston were prosecuted for tnx evasion. He
might be convicted and sentenced to two
years' imprisonment, and then the Govern-
ment’s majority in the Senate would be
lost.

Nor yet of the
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Hon. C. G. Latham: No, it would not be
lost.

Mr. HUGHES: Of course it would.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Certainly not!

My, HUGHES: But that should not stop
the State Government from instituting pro-
ceedings agaist Senator Johnston. If the
Premier considers that tax evasion has
taken plaee, he ecan institute proceedings.
For my part I do not want to see anyone
prosecuted. Nevertheless, what I regard as
grossly unfair is that every day in the week
prosccutions are launched against taxpayers
for minor offences, in which not £2 is in-
volved. Perhaps, aithough taxable they have
not furnished returns. Such people are fined
various amounts. On the other hand we
find that o man holding a high position has
systematieally evaded taxation for years,
put in false returns, and resorted to all the
expedients under the sun to evade prosecu-
tion. We find that after 18 months of close
investigation, in which the evasion is estab-
lished clearly, the offender goes scot free,
The small fry guilty of evasion does not
escape. Why prosecute the little fellow and
let the big fellow off?

I know of one instanece in which a mem-
ber of this Chamber was fined £50 for not
furnishing a return. He did not make any
noise about it. He said, “I did not put my
return in; [ will pay up and say nothing
about it.” That man had no intention of
evading taxation and his action was merely
due to an oversight, To me it is a terrible
thing that this particular gentleman to whom
I have referred can go scot free, while the
small man is prosecuted. It seems to me
that it amounts to a convention of our sys-
tem today, that if a person has high politi-
ca] protection, irrespective of the party he
helongs to, he is immune.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That is a serious
statement to make.

The Premier: I do not believe in finding
a man guilty before he has been tried.

Mr, HUGHES : But this man is not going
to be tried.

The Premier: You say that. You keep on
chipping at me and I may tell you some-
thing,

Mr. SPEAEER: Order!

The Premier: But I do not think T will.

Mr. HUGHES: Anything the Premier
tells me I will accept without prejudice.
The memhber for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe (Mr. F.
C. L. Smith) accused the Opposition of
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“cashing-in on confusion.” That was a finu
pieee of alliteration, but what confusion has
been availed of by the Opposition on which
to cash-in? I suppose the present is the
least eritical Opposition I have known in
the course of 11 years.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Even including you?

Mr. HUGHES: Even so! I have seen
Oppositions much more vigorous than is the
present one. Then again the member for
Brown Hill-Ivanhoe said the Opposition “ex-
ploited discontent.” That is a fine charge to
emanate from a member sitting on the Gov-
ernment side of the House. The whole
philosophy of the Labour movement is based
on discontent. Their appeal is to these who
are discontented with their lot in life.

The Premier; No, it is to sceure progress,

Mr. HUGHES: I hold that such men
are rightly discontented. The man who has
not a decent living for himself, his wife
and children has every right to be discon- -
tented, and the whole philosophy of the
Lahvur movement is to stir up discontent.

The Premier: No.

Mr. HUGHES : The party’s philosophy is
to make that discontent articulate and to
exploit it for political purposes.

The Premier: No; the object is to main-
tain solid progress upwards.

Mr. HUGHES: What I suggest has been
the position with the Labour party for
years; and for 15 out of the last 18 years
we have bad a Labour Government in office
in this State. Where are there signs of
tangible, solid progress?

The Premier: You have not done too
badly.

Mr. HUGHES: That is no thanks to the
Premier.

The Premier: As a citizen of the State,
you have had your share in the general
prosperity.

Mr. HUGHLES: That is no thanks to the
Premier, who tried to put through a speeial
Act of IP'arliament to deprive me of my
living.

The Premier: No, that is not correct.

Mr. HUGHES: Yes, you did.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order’ I think the
member for Bast Perth is commencing to re-
fleet upon the Premier.

Mr. HUGHES: Curiously enough, I have
to admit frankly that what little education
I have is due to the poliev of free edueation,
which I first obtained from a State school
and later from a night school. T think I had
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the privilege of attending the first night
schonl eluss established in Boulder by the
Edueation Department. It was not estab-
lished hy a Labhour Government but by an
anti-labour Government.  Labour did nof
eomme into power until 1911, and techuical
edueation and night schools for State school
children had been going on for a couple of
vears. Therefore one has to acknowledge,
as one ought to do, that the opportunities for
peor hoys to get a liberal education were
given by anti-Labour Governments in the
first place.

The Premicr: We do not deny that auti-
Labour (overnments sometimes do things
for the bencfil of the State.

My. HUGILIES: This is the first time te
my knowledae that mention has been made
in this ITouse of the faet that night schools
to enable the ehildren of poor people to get
a hetter cdueation were established by an
anti-Labour Government.

The Premicr: That might have been due
to the importunities of the Labour Opposi-
tion at the tune.

Myr. HUGHES: I think we used to pay a
nominal fee of 5s. per term.  Labour, after
eoming into power, extended the facilities
for techuieal edueation to those people who
could not afford te pay. I am not sure
when the University was opened,

Hon. €. (}. T.atham: In 1911!

Mr. HUGHES: There the State provided
for free education. I do not know whether
the Premier dizagrees with whatl 1 have done,
hut T have taken full advantage of the edu-
entional faecilities provided by the State.

The Premier: Better men than you have
done so.

Mr. IICGTIES : T eoncede that others have
deone so; 1 eannot go forther. After all, I
did not gmet all wy edueation either in the
University ar in {he State school. When T
left the State school, T gravitated throngh the
two-up schaol on the Golden dile and learnt
things there. [ did not attend college and
T have not the privileze of wearing an old
school tie. In the years when T should have
been at college, T was probably out in Brown
Hill-Tvanhoe learning to play two-up. While
on the subjeet of two-up schools, I must
admit that in these days they had not
reached the strength and extent they have
at present on the Golden Mile.

The duiy of the Opposition is to bring
before the Flouse those things that are
making the people disecontented, and the
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people of Western Australia have plenty to
make thein discontented after 15 years of
Labour Government. The hon. member gave
some history of Parliament and said that
Parliament causes the natural development
of the party system. That, to a certain
extent, is true. The party system is not
without its virtues, and this is right so long
as people are obliged to subscribe only to
matters of prineiple and so long as those
clected to control the Government are the
elect of the Government party. But when
a departure is made from those hasie prin-
ciples, and instead of being obliged to sub-
serihe te party principles, one is obliged
to subseribe to party personality, and say
that whatever a certain man does is right,
and others must subordinate their views and
violate the party principle becaunse it suits
the personal aetion of a certain individual,
it i3 a complete negation of the party prin-
ciple,

This, I think, is one of the things re-
sponsible for the very wholesome and ex-
tensive growth of Independents in this
House. That is the most helpful sign, and
ne doubt the member for Brown 1lill-
Ivanhoe will agree that there should be
periodical changes of Government. It is
not good for any institution to be for too
long a period under the same management.
I am satisfied that whatever the party op-
posite has done, it would be in its intercsts
and in the interests of the country to have
a change. After 15 years of office, Labour
Ministers have grown tired and weary.
There are no ideas emanailing from them
for the progress of the State and the party
system has heen defeated hecause the Gov-
ernment has grown old in office. The logi-
eal development of the party system would
be to let a new broom operale for a year
or two.

Nothing very serious will happen to the
people of this State if a change of Gov-
ernment takes place. There will probably
be some wholesome alterations in adminis-
tration. We might get back to the view
that the Civil Service is a publie service
and not a Government service. One of the
worst things the present Government has
doue has been to destroy the Civil Service
as a public serviee and make it 2 Govern-
ment service. The fact that appointments
to the Civil Berviee are governed mainly by
the political allianrees of the aspirants tends
to destroy the hasie principles of the Civi
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Service, which no longer continues to he a
public service, but becomes a' Government
service, with the knowledge amongst officers
that they must function in the interests of
the reigning party rather than in the in-
terests of the general publie. This is one of
the worst things that could happen under
democratic government. One of the things
mainly responsible for the rise of MMussolini
in Italy and Dr. Bruning in Germany was
that members of the publie service under-
stood they were not public servants but
were servants of the reigning Government
and mnst model their conduet for political
purposes rather than for the public good. In
those conniries many people became dis-
gusted with the position.

Mr. ¥, C. L. Smith: How do they get on
in the United States of America where the
service is changed with each change of Gov-
crnment ?

My, IITUGHES: That is a bad system,
but we have got very close to it in Western
Australia hecause recently no appointments
have been made unless the appointees have
heen of a certain political colour. A depart-
ment that was administered by the member
for Brown Hill-lvanhoe affords one of the
worst examples of this. The wholesome
thing is the inerease in the number of Inde-
pendents in this Chamber. It is a public
recognition that what is wanted in Western
Australia is people who are free to cast their
votes here purely in the interests of the
State, without considevation of party alli-
ances and party advantages., I feel no
doubt that there will be an aceretion of In-
dependents here in the next Parliament.

The 'vemier: We do not notice their inde-
pendenve very much! They just sit over
there,

Mre. IIUGHES: Let me tell the Premier
something T noticed yesterday, just to show
how mueh he does notice the existence of
independents. In faet, T almost thought the
new member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie (Mr.
IKelly) was a prinee of the blood, from the
way he was called upon yestevday the mo-
ment he entered the Chamher. 1 never be-
fore in my politieal life saw snch wooing of
a member of Parliament. T sinecercly trust
the hon. member will not be induced to sacri-
fiee his independence. On that topie T wish
to say how munch I regret the absence of
George Tambert. The late Mr. Lambert was
almost the last of the old goldficlders. With

the Minister for Works and myself, Parlia-
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ment has just about come to the end of old
identities from the carly goldfields. There
is, of course, the Jolmny-vome-lately, the
member for Murchison (Mr, Marshall), who
blazed the track and gave the water supply
and fteatherbeds and generally made life
cusy for the dwellers outhack. It is a hope-
ful thing, if interpreted in the right light, to
have the member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie fae-
ing an ordeal, his entry into this Chamber of
the intelleetnally eleet of the comtnunity.
From experience I say that one enters here
with fear and trembling, cexpeeting to be
confronted with one knows not what, Tt is
therefore an ordeal. The member for Yil-
garn-Coolgardie- —whether he has Liue blood
in his veins or not I do not know—certainly
had more attention paid to him than did any
other new member within my esperience,
II¢ was not here two minutes hefore he was
called upon by the Leader of the Opposition,
who in turn was followed by several mem.
bers of the party on my right. The mo-
ment the “living” was vneant, the Premier
ealled, speedily followed by the Deputy
Premier.,

Hon. C. G. Latham: Yon are cross becguse
you thought you were going to got another
member to juin your party!

My, Hughes: I could not get in.

The Premier: You were too slow!

Hon. C. G, Latham: Far too slow,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order)

The Premier: You missed the bus again,

Mr. HUGHES: Yes; but 1 will take the
present opportunity to give the memher for
Yilgarn-Coolgardic a little adviee, which he
can take for what it is worth. My adviee is,
“Let them woo you, let the party lenders cul-
tivate you, let them make up to you politi-
cally as much as they like, hat let there be
o limit; get the adviee, and follow it, that
Ophelia’s father gave to her on the night he
heard Hamlet was coming roond to see her '™
This is very nice and very helpful, beeause
it portends to me, in my simple aud wnso-
phisticated way, that there must he some
importanee attaching to Independents in this
Chamber.

Mr. Withers: They do straizhien up the
Opposition end keep them there,

Mr. HUGIIES: It wmay be that they are
designed to play an important role in the
fature. We may have not less than six Tn-
dependents in the next Parliament. Prob-
ably the Independents will then have the
grave resporsibility of deeiding who are to
govern. The Tndependents may have to de-
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cide to whom they will give the plum of
office. I think I ean say for them that their
condunet in the next Parliament will be
guided by strength and wisdom.

The Premier: You are appointing your-
self their leader, are you?

Mr. HUGHES: No.

The Premicr: It scems like it.

Mr. HUGHES: I have not had time to
eonsult the Independent members heeause
the Premier and others do not allow me an
opportunity.

The Premier:
doubtedly !

Mr. HUGHES : And the Premier has a lot
of luck! i

Mz. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. HUGHES: All I have to say to the
Independents is, “Remain independent and
keep the political opinions on which you
were elected.” When the Independents have
been here as long as I have, they will pro-
bably be able to form a better assessment
of party machinations,

Much criticism has been levelled by mem-
bers opposite at the Federal Government. I
agree that the Federal Government has
treated Western Australia very badly, and I
cannot conceive that any person could he a
strong supporter of the Federal Govern-
ment without being hestile to this State. 1
believe we do not exist so far as the Federal
Government is eoncerned. The Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Menzies, has heen attacked here;
but Western Australia has been neglected
only because it has been the wigh of Western
Australian Labour members in Canberra
that it shall be neglected. Mr. Menzies has
done nothing to Western Australin cxcept

You are too modest, un-

with the eonsent and co-operation of
Mr. Curtin. My, Menzies could not have

neglected Western Australia if Mr. Curtin
had been prepared to stand up for this
State. It is n well-known fact that M.
Menzies has been Prime Minister solely be-
cause of the man whom he terms “mny friend
Mr. Cuortin.”

It is idle for members opposite to traduce
the Federal Government for neglecting
Western Anstralia unless they are prepared
to say, “Mr. John Curtin, the Federal mem-
ber for Fremantle, is equally responsible.”
If, with the position Mr. Curtin holds and
the power he ean wield, he had co-operated
with other members of his party in the
Bastern States, he eould have insisted that
Mr. Menzies and his Government should ex-
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tend more consideration o Western Austra-
liz. This State, therefore, has nothing to
hope for from Mr. Curtin either. It does
not seem to matter to Western Australia
which political party is in power in Can-
berra. The domination wilt continue to
come from Melbourne and Sydney. Mr. Cur-
tin has never lifted a finger to help Western
Australia, never spoken one word, never used
his position to essist us. We might as well
have no representative at all. And he has
been able to help. Had he not been in 2
position to advocate this State’s elaims and
insist upon the Federal Government doing
something for Western Anstralia, we could
have exeused him. We could have said that
he was in a minority and consequently un-
able to foree the hand of the Federal Gov-
cvnment. But he has been in a position all
along to do that. As a matter of faet, he
was coneerned about not being foreed into
the position of Prime Minister.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: You are grossly mis-
representing the faets,

Mr. HUGHES: It is easy to say that,
Mer. Curtin has heen able during the past
two years to stand up for Western Austra-
lin, but he has not made any effort to do so.
It is well known that My, Menzies has been
in close eo-operation with Mr. Curtin. In
everything that Mr. Menzies hus done he has
first consulted Mr. Curtin. It is also well
known that My, Curtin has eaused his party,
whenever he could, to go against the New
South Wales group in order to get things
done in Mr. Menzies’ way. That is why Mr.
Menzies said in the Melbourne Town Hall,
“My friend Mr. Curtin.” That would be all
right if there were no eritieism of Mr.
Menzies from members opposite, but it is
grossly unfair to attack him and assert
that the Commonwenlth Government wiil do
nothing for Western Australia, when our
own member—the member for Fremantle,
Mr. Curtin, who is a colleague of the mem-
ber for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe—will not do
anything. All he had to do was fo say to
Mr. Menzies, “Western Austrnlia is entitled
to a fair share of the war expenditure and
you are not giving it that fair share. T owe
it to my constituents and to the State of
Woestern Australia to see that yon do the
fair thing by that State.” Not so; he does
just what Mr. Menzies wants him to do.
Then his colleazues attack Mr. Menzies for
doing what he (Mr. Menzies) has done in
co-operation with My, Curtin and probably
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at his request. 1t is no use the member for
Brown Hill-Ivanhoe saying that is a mis-
statement; it is absolute fact.

The Premier: You make me langh.

Mr., HUGHES: Probably this is above
the head of the Premier. 1t is one of the
unfortunate defects of the party system.

The Minister for Works: You are nof
good enongh to be an intellectual snob, Be
eareful!

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. HUGHES: T am not trying to be an
intelleetual snob. I am pointing out that
members opposite shonld be fair and lay
the hlame on Mr. Menzies and Mr. Curtin
jointly. Members opposite should say that
both have neglected the State, not pick out
one all the time and attack him. T agree
that the eriticism is justified; the Eastern
States do not eave two hoots about Western
Australin. The member for Brown Hill-
Tvanhoe spoke of the industries that had
been ostablished in the Eastern States.
Are we to get onr share? It is mean to
lay the blame on Mr. Menzies and say he
will not give us a fair deal, when our own
representative will not lift a finger to help
ns. Of course, the member for Brown Hill-
Ivanhoe dees not think the Opposition
should indulge in political propaganda, but
this is all political propaganda. All publie
questions have a politieal bearing and must
he approached from the angle of the people
who have 1o deal with them. I myself do
not agree with Mr. Menzies. He talks
about playing at politics, but has done his
share of that during the last two years. I
lave heard him ecriticise the Labour Party
for opposing his party’s candidate in the
Swan election; his party had, nevertheless,
just previously opposed the Labour Party
in the Kalgoorlie clection. Surely, if his
party was right in opposing the Labour
Party, during the war, at a by-election at
Kalgoorlie, the Labour Party was right in
following his party’s example by oppoesing
the U.AP. eandidate in the Swan election.
What is the use of holding an eleetion if
people arve not to he allowed to stand?

The member for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe had
much to say about our mining industry
and what the Government had done for it;
but he carefully vefrained from telling the
House how English investors in the indus-
try had suaffered. I commend for his
perusal some reports forwarded to the
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British Board of Trade by Sir William
McLintock. As a matter of fact, our min-
ing industry was used as an instrument
to defraud British investors of four and a
half million pounds. Mining flotations, as
Sir William MecLintock pointed out, were
based on reports of engineers who had
never seen the mines. In ecases where
mines were under water, glowing pros-
pectuses were issied which induced Eng-
lish investors to part with £7,000,000, of
which £4,500,000 was absolutely lost to
them. The result is that in London our
mining  industry is synonymous with
fraud. The Government knew, or onght to
have known, that these mines were wild
eats. The records of our Mines Depart-
tment wonld show that the mines were not
capable of standing up to the prophecies in
the prospeetuses. Tn the case of the
Southern Cross United mine at Southern
Cross, a so-called expert furnished a report
stating there was 3 oz. dirt. When treated,
there was not 3 dwts, and English in-
vestors lost just on £500,000 in that minc
alone. They never had a chanee to get
their moncy back., As a result of Sir
William MeLintoek’s reports and the ae-
tivities of the shareholders who had been
induced to invest in these companies, the
London Stock Exchange hanned cight of
them. The Board of Trade -conducted
an extensive investigation.  Sir William
MecLintock has issuwed several reports of
considerable length concerning the manipu-
lations of our mining industry, and thesc
are exceedingly had from the point of
view of Western Australia. Yet the
Government stood idly by and allowed
any report to be put over.

The Minister for Works: Do youn re-
member the Hampton Plains boom in 19209
The Labour Government was not then in
power. That was one of the worst in-
stances of mining fraud in the State, and
it was the Kalgoorlie investor whe lost, not
the British investor.

Mr. HUGHES: But the Kalgoorlie in-
vestors did not lose a tithe of what the
British investor lost.

The Minister for Works: I do not stand
for that sort of thing.

Mr, HUGHES: I commend to the Minis-
ter for Mines and Cabinet generally the in-
vestigation that has taken place in London.
It must have been of an extraordinarily ex-
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haustive nature beczuse here is one schedule
that has been compiled setting out the rami-
fications of the following gold mining com-
panies :—The Anglo-Australian, North Kal-
gurli, Southern Cross, Commonwealth Min-
ing and Finance, Murchison, Beryl, Meeka-
tharra and Great Boulder Mining and
Finance. Altogether there are 28 subsidiary
companies. The final result of it all is that
approximately £7,000,000 was extracfed from
investors in England on the strength of
prospectuses that were absolutely false. Tt
was disclosed that the (iladstonc mine, a
few miles north of Kalgoorvlie, was reported
on hy an engincer and the report was pub-
lished in the prospectus to the KEnglish
investors. That mine was under water. The
engineer never saw it underground at all
heeause the water had risen. | under-
stand that the water filters into the Sand
Queen and then percolates from the Sand
Queen to the Gladstone. However, when
the report on the mine was made—and I am
not purporting to give this from my own
investigations but from the reports of Sir
William MeLintock who ecariied out an in-
quiry for the British Board of Trade—the
mine was given a glowing future, although
the man moking the report had never gone
underground because he was prevented from
doing so by the water.

Mr. Marshall: Who made the report” He
was not a Government official.

Mr. HUGHES: 1 think it was 1enry
Urquhart,

The Minister for Works: IIe did not have
his head office at the Trades Hall.

Mr. HUGHES: T did not bring in the
Trades Hall. The Minister is doing that.

The Minister for Works: I suggest you
would not find any mining experts there.

Mr. Marshall: It was hypoerisy to desig-
nate him as a mining engineer; he never was
one,

Mr. HUGHES : Surely it was the duty of
the Government, or of the Mines Depart-
ment-—when it was known at the time that
men of his type were putting out glowing
prospectuses and reports for the purpose
of getting capital from English investors—
to do something to stop it and safeguard the
industry! It is all a sad story. T do not
know whether the Minister for Mines has
the reports of Sir William MecLintock that
bhave so far bheen issued, or whether he has
the tremendous analysis that was made, bhut
I am pleased to say that the people who

[ASSEMBLY.]

perpetrated that injustice on Western Aus-
tralia are not going to pet away with it
as easily as they thought, because men with
money have launched proceedings in the
High Court to test the validity of some of
those prospectuses. Those responsible for
them can be brought te book only by people
with enongh money to stand up to expensive
litigation. T understand that is being done.
I do not know whether provision has been
made in the Companies Bill to prevent that
sort of thing, hut I hope semcthing will he
done to safepuard Western Australia from
another mining hoom and the ramps that
take place.

The Minister for Mines: We espeeially
put that up to the committee from the Mines
Department and 1 assume that the Bill will
contain sueh provisions,

Mr. HUGHES: The Hampton Plains af-
fair was bad enough, but this follewing on
top has had the result that if somcone has
a legitimate mining proposition in Western
Australia and writes to London with the
objeect of obtaining financial support, the
people in London will not have anything to
do with the venture. They are afraid to
look at a propesition from Western Aus-
tralin as a consequence of what has taken
place. One of the leading men responsible
for the perpetration of this fraud was ap
ex-Governor of this State, Sir William Cam-
pion, who allowed his name to he used to
introduce the perpetrators to people with
moncy. He made use of the fact that he
had ocenpied o Viee-Regnl office and people
were induced to participate in those schemes
on the strength of the recommendation of an
ex-Governor of the State.

Mr. P. C. L. Smith: Were they looking
for dividends or to sell their shares at a
profit? That is the point.

Mr. HUGHES: They were probably look-
ing to make a profit.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: 1 think they were.

Mr. HUGHES: I understood that was
sonething the hon, member whole-heartediy
approves of.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: Not when they gamble
on what people can be indueed to Dbelieve
ahout mines.

Myr. HUGHES: T do not think that is the
right attitude to take.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith:
they do take.

Mr. IIUGHES: It is all right for these
fraudulent prospectuses to be perpetrated

That is the attitude
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on the European investor in the name of
Western Australia! Tt is all right to take
them down!

My. I, C. L. Smith: They have been taken
down cver since the £1 share was introduced.

My, HUGHES: The £1 share was not in-
troduced in the Hampton Plains days; it has
nothing to do with the matter.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: Has it not?

My, HUGHES: It has nothing at all to
do wilh getting people to invest money in
wines. What makes people invest money in
mines are the glowing prospectuses that are
produced.

We hear much talk about secondary in-
dustries in this State. I suggest the reasen
we have not more secondary industries in
Western Aunstralia is that we have not more
population. If we had 10,000,000 people
living in Woestern Anstralia, secondary in-
dutrics would come as a matter of ecourse.
The reason Melbourne and Sydney are able
to have secondary industries and stamp out
any competition from this State is that we
have only a handful of people. I suggest
that the first way lo cstablish secondary in-
dustries in this State is to endeavour to
populate the State. I am quite satisfied we
will not do it locally. East Perth cannot
make up for the deficiencies in other consti-
tuencies in that conneetion, but T suggest
that therc is an avenue that might possibly
he explored. We shonld set an objeetive.
TWe should find out what we consider would
be the maximum ecapaeity this State ean
hold by way of population. 1f we are satis-
fied that our natural resources are enpable
of accommodating and feeding 10,000,000
people, we shounld hitch our wagon to a ster
and sy we are going to put 10,000,000
people into Western Australia over a cer-
tain period.

In Europe at present thousands of people
are homeless and anxiousn to leave those
countries where wars are periodical. Many
children in France must have lost their par-
ents. Some committee could he estahlished
here to investigate the possibilities. It would
be far better for the Government te nnder-
take the task than for a committee, for per-
sonally T am not teo much enamoured of
committees, Certainly the Qovernment is
responsible for the administration of the
affaivs of State. Let it accept the responsi-
bility, and secure assistance where it ean.
In view of the present conditions in Furope,
I think it wonld be satisfactory if now,
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while the war is in progress, we could set
up some scheme whereby we could absorb
from that Continent many people, particn-
larly childven, who would be anxious to mi-
grate. At a pinch we could accommodate a
million sueh persons in Western Australia,
if we could get them within the next 12
months. We could not provide them with
flats in the city, but we could give them
snnshine and fresh air. They could live in
log +abins and they would turn out all right.
Many of us commenced life in humbler cir-
cumstances than those associated with log
enbins,

[Mr. Withers took the Chair,]

Mr. Sampson: They would be better off
here thun where they are now.

Mr. HUGHES: Yes, if we conld get
them. I read a report in the Press that
there were 14,000 French soldiers in Syriu
who were in an invidious position. They did
not wish to return to France. [t would be
splendid  for Western Ausiralia if  those
14,000 French soldiers with their wives and
children could come here.

Mr. Berry: How wounld you keep them
alive here? What would they do?

Mr. HUGHES: So leng as we have
wheat, meat, fruit and vegetables they
would do quife well, Thev could do with-
out custard tarts for the time being. The
hon. member wants to know how we could
feed such a large number of people. Are
we not in these davs suggesting that the

farmers take a holiday or, at any rate, cut
out two-thirds of their wheat production
because we cannot transport food supplies
to where they are requived? For many
years we have endeavoured to transport food
to people in Furope, What ahbout getting
into reverse gear and bringing out the peo-
ple from Europe to cat the food here? Why
not nse our ships for that purpose?

The Minister for Works: That is the
trouble with the French; they have gone
into reverse gear.

Mr. HUGHES: And that eannot be un-
done for the time being. We should not
limit such a move to the people of France,
There must be thousands of people living
along the western borders of Russia who
ave anxious to get away from that vicinity.
There are Yugo-Slavs, Greeks, and many
others who might he prepared to migrate
to Anstralia. Tt would be a good thing if
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we got a mixture of those people who
would be prepared to put up with a little
hardship for a year or two. Even if they
had to do that, the hardship they would
experience in Western Australia would be
no greater than that which they experience
today. I know the issue involved is one of
transport in order to get them here. At the
risk of being called an inteliectunl snob by
the Minister for Works——

The Minister for Works: You brought
that on yourself by patronising the Premier.

Mr. HUGHES: I suggest there is an
avenue the Government eould well explore.
If within 10 years we could increase the
population of Western Australia from
500,000 to 2,000,000, we would have second-
ary industries developing naturally within
the State. Are we not capable of establish-
ing 2,000,000 people in this State? Surely
we are! However, I suggest that objective
as an avenue that could well be explored.
Any Government would do the State a ser-
vice if it adopted as its major policy the
filling of our empty spnces. The present
war should bave given us a fright, and we
should be seriously concerned ahout filling
up those spaces. I have suggested one
means of doing so.

During the conrse of the debate we have
heard a good deal about the new order that
we are to have at some future time.
Why do we require a new order? Two
years ago any person who talked about such
a vital change was clagsified as a Bolshev-
ist or Communist or something equally
undesirable. When Major Douglas sug-
gosted the establishment of a new order by
means of financial reforms, he was viciously
attacked, Why iz it that people who form-
orly attacked anyone who advanced such a
suggestion, now say that we require the
inauguration of a new era? 1 do not belicve
such people are sincere in their declaration.
Why is it that only when a war develops,
they eontemplate such a change? The rea-
son Lhat suggoests itself to me is that they are
alrnid that it the workers of Great Britain
did not fight for them, they would lose their
privileges and properties. Thus the new
order was held out as a bait.

Mr. Marshall: And this is not the first
time during a war that there has been talk
ahout a new order.

Mr. HUGHES: No, I d¢ not think such
people are anxious to cstablish a new order.

Mr, Marshall: T am positive they are not.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. HUGHES : The difficulty about estab-
lishing a new ovder is obvious. I shall vead
a quotation—-- -

As so often happens in the course of history,

the main difficulty is not to establish a new
order of things, but to clear the ground for its
establishment, Prejudices and egotistic inter-
ests join together in forming a commeon front
against the pew idea and in trying by every
means to prevent its triumph, beeause it is dis-
agrecable to them or threatens their existence,
That is why the protagonist of the new idea is
unfortunately, in spite of his desire for con-
strovtive work, compelled to wage a destructive
battle first, in order to alholish the existing
state of affairs.
Those words appear in “Mein Kampf" hy
Adolf Hitler! [s that not the trouble? Does
not this fool, this inegalomaniae we all
reckonrd  him to he, indicate the trouble?
We have first to root out the old order; and
to do that, we must get rid of the old men-
tality, We have to get rid of the old
ideas; we have to clear the ground. The
people who establish the new order will be
the soldiers when they return from the war.
If they are not misled, as they were after
the 1914-18 war, and told not to have any-
thing to do with polities, they will need to
make an effective demand, because the new
order that some people would establish
for us in Western Australia is an order of
Nazi terrorism.

The Commonwealth Government has gone
to absolutely absurd lengths to prevent us
from reading certoin literature. Some of
the regulations would stifle freedom of
thought and freedom of speech entirely. T
do not suppose many people would be safe
from prosecution if their homes were
raided and they had done any reading of
importance over the years. They would be
baund to have in their possession literature
that is regarded as swbversive. The Com-
monwealth has gone to absurd lengths to
prevent people from reading. English
publieations eriticising the administration,
dealing with international and economic
topies, things that are freely published in
England, would bring anyhody in Australia
charged with their possession six months’
imprisonment, Why is it necessary to stifle
our right to read what we desire and think
as we want to think? This is the new
order that some people wounld like to intro-
duce. They would adopt the Nazi principle
of insisting that we should read what they
prescribe.  Some people, of course, would
establish a system of tyranny. :
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About the meanest example of Nazi
tyranny imaginable oceurred in this eity
during the week. A young woman named
June Carder took aetion in the courts on
a claim that she had been libelled. It is
supposed to be the right of every person
in this community, if he thinks that legal
injury has been done him, to go to the
courts for redress. Whether he is right
or wrong, he has that fundamentsl privilege
of sceking redress. During the court pro-
eeedings, Miss Carder was working and her
employer did, as every employer would he
hound to do; he gave her time off to attend
the court. She lost the case and lodged
an appeal. Tt is the right of every citizen to
go to the court of appeal if he thinks that
& wrong decision has heen given. While the
appeal was pending, Miss Carder obtained
employment with the Victoria League Camp
Comforts Fund, which has quarters in For-
vest Place. The officials of that organisa-
tion are—Board of Conirol, K. O. Law
(chairman), 5. W. Perry, O.B.E., W. L.
Sanderson, 0.B.E,, M.C., G. Nelson, Mrs.
Adam Johnston, Mrs. Frank Davies, Mrs.
H. J. Gray, H. Jessop, J. Totterdell and
W. Broadhurst; Hon. Treasurer, R. B.
Goode; Hon. Secretary, Mrs. E. Cohen;
Assistant Seeretary, Mrs. W. G. Chandler.
Miss Carder was carrying oui her duties to
the satisfaction of her employers. On Tues-
day morning the “West Australian” pub-
lished a statement that she had provided
the necessary security and that her nppeal
was to proeceed. The manager told ber he
had read in the paper that she was pro-
ceeding with her appeal, and promptly dis-
missed her from her employment. He did
not give her a week’s notice; he dismissed
her there and then. He instructed her to
«ny that she had left her job because she
had the prospect of getting permanent
work. She was paid a week’s wages offieially
by the treasurer of the society, and a week’s
wages unofficially. Surely that is a fine new
order! Because a citizen says, “I am going
to exercise my legal right to go to the court
as I feel that an injustice has been
done,” though she has acted according fo
law and complied with all the instructions
of the court, some person with Nazi in-
stinets deprives her of her livelihood.

Mrx. Marshall: Are you sure that that was
the reason for her dismissal?

Mr. HUGHES: Yes. It is a bad state
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of affairs if someone who happens to think
differently from the employer is to be told,
“You must not exercise your legal rights.
If you do, I will deprive yon of your em-
ployment.” That is typical of the Nazis.
So those people have established a new
order for us. They have established in the
first instanee the fundamental philosophy of
the Nazis that might is right, and that one
shall not act except with approval. What
is the second instance of the new order?
The member for Vietoria Park (Mr.
Raphael) told us last night that a soldier
he knew, returned from the present war,
has been obliged to go hack to Marquis-
street on the dole. There are the first mani-
festations of the new order—terrorism and
the dole! If we are not alert to safegunard
the rights of the poor people, we will find
that the new order will be complete sub-
Jeetion.

The Minister for Works: If that man is
able to work, we will give him a job to.
morrow, He need not go on the dole.

[The Speaker took the Chair.]

Mr."HUGHES: If he is not able to work,
the Commonwealth Government should make
adequate provision for him. To make pro-
vision in such a case should be a charge
against war funds. T am not vouehing for
that ease; I am merely quoting the state-
ment of the member for Victoria Park.

Mr. Wilson: That is so, but you are
giving it publicity.

Mr. HGGHES: I think it should receive
plenty of publicity.

Mr, Wilson: Yes, if it is true.

Mr. HUGHES: If it is true, it should be
shouted from the house-tops in the early
stages to show that this is not the new order
we want. We do not want men to return
to the old dole; we do not wani to establish
a system of Nazi terrorism as in the case
I have mentioned.

Mr. Wilson: Hear, hear!

Mr. HUGHES: I consider that the mem-
ber for Vietoria Park did a public serviee
in bringing that case before the House.

On motion by Mr. Kelly, debate ad-

journed.

Houze ndjourned at 9.59 p.m.



